
    
  Sunday On ESPN: GEICO WSOB IX Concludes  

with World Bowling Tour Finals at  1 p.m. ET  
  

RENO, Nev.  (Jan. 3, 2018)  ï ESPNôs coverage of the GEICO PBA World Series of Bowling IX presented 

by Eldorado Resorts Reno Properties concludes with the seventh World Bowling Tour Menôs and Womenôs 
Finals presented by PBA Sunday at 1 p.m. EST from the National Bowling Stadium. 

  
After competing in selected PBA-WBT international events in 2017, the top three points earners in menôs 

and womenôs divisions earned berths in separate stepladder finals which are part of the 2018 Go Bowling! 
PBA ESPN schedule. 

  

Competing in the womenôs semifinal match will be No. 3 qualifier Shalin Zulkifli, an international star from 
Malaysia, against two-time defending WBT Finals champion Danielle McEwan of Stony Point, N.Y., the No. 

2 qualifier. The winner will take on top qualifier Diana Zavjalova of Latvia for the championship and a 
$12,000 first prize. 

  

In the menôs semifinal, No. 3 qualifier Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., will try to  improve upon his third -
place finish in 2017, meeting PBA World Championship runner-up Jesper Svensson of Sweden, in the 

semifinal match with the winner taking on top qualifier and PBA World Championship winner Jason 
Belmonte of Australia. The menôs winner will also receive $12,000. 

  
Belmonte will be trying for his first WBT Finals victory after winning the PBA World Championship ï his 

record third major title of the 2017 season ï earlier in WSOB IX. 

  
The WBT Finals will once again feature World Bowlingôs  ñCurrent Frameò scoring system, where players 

earn 30 pins a frame for each strike, 10 pins plus the total from their first shot of that frame for a spare, 
or actual total pinfall for the frame for an open frame. The alternative scoring format  consists of 10 

frames, the same as in a traditional game, but there are no additional shots in the 10th frame if a player 

strikes or spares. The maximum score is still 300 if a player strikes in all 10 frames.  
  

The WBT Finals was established in 2011 when the PBA and World Bowling joined forces to conduct 
several PBA/WBT international events during the season. The Finals, which does not count for an official 

PBA title, was created to showcase the top men and women performers who competed in professional 

events around the globe.  
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

2018 PBA LEAGUE DRAFT MOVES TO  SATURDAY, FEB. 17, IN INDIANAPOLIS  

The 2018 PBA League draft, originally scheduled for Monday, Feb. 12, is moving to Saturday, Feb. 17 at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodland Bowl. The draft, which will fill  vacancies on all eight PBA League teams, will be 

live streamed on PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel. 

  

Hereôs a revised summary of how the 2018 PBA League draft will work: 

  

i.                                ƀ Each team manager will protect up-to th ree players from their 2017 roster according to 

the following deadlines. Protected players for each team will be announced on the following  Monday: the 
Dallas Strikers (manager Norm Duke) and Portland Lumberjacks (Tim Mack) will select their protected 

players by Sunday; Silver Lake Atom Splitters (Mark Baker) and Philadelphia Hitmen (Jason Couch) 
by Jan. 14; LA X (Andrew Cain) and NYC Kingpins (Carolyn Dorin-Ballard) by Jan. 21 and the Motown 

Muscle (Del Ballard Jr.) and Brooklyn Styles (Johnny Petraglia) by Jan. 28. 
ii.                                                  



iii.                                ƀ The final roster spots will be filled during the 2018 PBA League draft on Saturday, Feb. 
17, at Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis, site of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic. Xtra Frame 

will cover the draft live.  
iv.                                  
v.                                ƀ The draft order will be in reverse order of finishing positions in 2017 for both rounds 

(No. 8 Brooklyn will select first followed by Motown, NYC, L.A., Philadelphia, Silver Lake, Portland and 
Dallas. There will not be a ñserpentineò reverse order this year. 
vi.                                  
ƀ Players eligible to be drafted will consist of the top 75 PBA players on the PBA Tour/WBT earnings list 

for 2017 plus 2018 events through the PBA Tournament of Champions, which ends Feb. 11. Note that 
players from 2017 teams left off the protected list will n ot be automatically eligible; they must be on the 

top 75 earnings list to be eligible. The eligibility list will be published on  Monday, Feb. 12, and those 

players must then declare for the draft by  Thursday, Feb. 15. 
  

PBA STAR DANNY WISEMAN ELECTED TO US BC HALL OF FAME 

Baltimoreôs Danny Wiseman , a 12-time PBA Tour champion and 2013 PBA Hall of Fame inductee, has 

been elected to the United States Bowling Congress Hall of Fame along with former PWBA star Tennelle 

Milligan.  

  

Wiseman, 50, won his only major title in the 2004 USBC Masters which was contested on specially-
constructed lanes in the infield of Miller Park in Milwaukee. It was the first championship bowling event 

ever held in a major league baseball stadium. He will be inducted during ceremonies as part of the USBC 
Annual Meeting at the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nev., on April 25. 

  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: REGIONAL PROGRAM RETURNS  JAN. 19 -21  

PBAôs Regional tournament program is taking a break over the holidays, returning to action in the PBA 

Central Region over the Jan. 19-21 weekend with the PBA/PBA50 Don Vay Memorial Central Classic at 
Legend Lanes in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

  

ƀ The PBA South Region returns to action in February with the PBA and PBA50 Break Point Alley 
Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in Tavares, Fla., 

will host the doubleheader over the  Feb. 9-11 weekend. 
  

ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
new PBA app). 

  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ Three-time PBA Regional champion Missy Parkin  and husband Drew are the elated parents of their 

first child,  Drew Steven Parkin Jr.,  who arrived on Dec. 30 at 6:41 a.m., weighing in at 8 lbs., 6 oz., 
and measuring 19 inches long. 

  

ƀ Former PBA member Jack Horner  of Belpre, Ohio, died Dec. 30 at the age of 87. Horner, who was a 
PBA member from 1972 to 2001, owned one PBA regional title. He competed on the PBA50 Tour for 

several years compiling 11 match play appearances and 37 cashes in 129 tournaments. He was a 
member of the Parkersburg and West Virginia Bowling Halls of Fame. 

  
ƀ Neil Gahl of Wilton, N.Y., is the winner of a new high -performance ball from DV8; Allen Pankow  of 

Lonsdale, Minn., will receive a new high-performance ball from MOTIV, and Kelly Lak e of East Palatka, 
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Fla., wins a new Brunswick ball as December sweepstakes winners for subscribing to Xtra Frame. The 
monthly sweepstakes is sponsored by the respective PBA Product Registered partners. Monthly winners 

are selected from among new Xtra Frame subscribers, who are automatically entered when they enroll as 
a monthly or Xtra Frame Season Ticket (full year) subscriber. 
 
 

ƀ Brian Knauer  is the December winner of a $200 HotelPlanner.com certificate, redeemable for future 

lodging expenses, compliments of PBAôs official travel partner. The monthly sweepstakes is open to 
anyone who books a hotel through the HotelPlanner.com link onpba.com. Those who book through 

HotelPlanner.com are automatically entered. 
  
 

 

 

Belmonte, Zavjalova Win World Bowling Tour Finals  

Two title matches come down to final frames in WSOB IX Finale 
  

RENO, Nev.  (Jan. 7, 2018) ï Top World Bowling Tour Finals qualifiers Jason Belmonte of Australia and 

Latviaôs Diana Zavjalova capped a 2017 PBA/WBT season with wins in the World Bowling Tour Menôs and 

Womenôs Finals televised Sunday on ESPN from the National Bowling Stadium. 
  

The Finals, which were part of GEICO PBA World Series of Bowling IX presented by Eldorado Resort Reno 
Properties and the 2017-18 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season, used the experimental ñCurrent Frameò WBT 

scoring system which awards 30 points for a strike, 10 plus pinfall on first ball of the frame for a spare, 

and the total pinfall for the frame for an  open. There are no bonus or ñfillò shots in the 10th frame and 
the maximum score is still 300.  

  
The World Bowling Tour Finals featured the top three players in WBT points in menôs and womenôs 

divisions during the 2017 season with each division competing in a separate stepladder final. 
  

Heading into the ninth frame of the drama -filled menôs championship match with a 10-pin lead, No. 3 

qualifier and last yearôs third-place finisher Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., failed to convert a 10 pin 
spare leaving the door open for a Belmonte win in the 10th.  

  
In the 10th, Belmonte closed with a 267 game forcing Kent to strike to tie the match. Kent came through 

with a pressure-filled solid pocket hit to also close with 267 forcing a sudden -death roll-off.  Belmonte 

won the roll -off with a strike in the first frame to Kentôs eight-count after he left the 2 -8. 
  

ñYeah, I was worried,ò said Belmonte referring to Kentôs fast start with the first five strikes in a row. 
ñFortunately, after the spare in the first frame I was able to put five strikes together to get back in the 

match and then it was like anything could happen at that point.ò 

  
For Belmonte, it was his second consecutive WSOB IX win after his recent milestone PBA World 

Championship win on ESPN for a record third major win of the season and ninth of his career.  

  

ñItôs a unique feeling the pressure you feel to get a strike when it comes down to one shot after youôve 
travelled the world to get to this point,ò Belmonte added. ñThe pressure you feel to get a strike was like 

the inside of your body wanting to be on the outside.ò 

  
In the semi -final match, Kent advanced to the championship match with a 231 -224 win over No. 2 

qualifier Jesper Svensson of Sweden, who finished second to Belmonte in the World Championship. 
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In another tightly contested title match, Zavjalova beat two -time defending champion Danielle McEwan of 
Stony Point, N.Y., 235-232, to win the womenôs final. 

  
With the match even in the fifth frame, McEwan opened in the sixth after missing a 1 -2-4-10 washout 

giving Zavjalova a 25-pin lead.  However, McEwan was able to come back and overtake Zavjalova with an 

eight-pin lead after striking in the seven th, eighth and ninth frames while Zavjalova could only manage 
spares in those frames. 

  
With the match coming down to the 10th, Zavjalova finished with a strike to post her 235. Needing a 

strike to win, McEwan left a solid 10 pin handing the win to Zavjalo va. 
  

ñI didnôt feel comfortable in the middle of the game, but thatôs going to happen now and then,ò said 

Zavjalova, who was competing in her first WBT final. ñI just had to deal with what was in front of me and 
hope it was good enough to win.  

  
ñWhen Danielle put those three strikes together at the end of the game I thought I had lost the match,ò 

she added. ñAfter I struck in the 10th it was out of my hands at that pointðwhatever happens, 

happens.  It was just my day today.ò 

  

In the semifinal, McEwan defeated international standout Shalin Zulkifli of Malaysia 244-231 to advance 
to the title match.  

  
WORLD BOWLING TOUR FINALS  

Presented by PBA  

National Bowling Stadium, Reno, Nev.  

(aired Jan. 7 on ESPN)  

  
Womenôs Finals 

1, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, $12,500. 

2, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., $7,500. 
3, Shalin Zulkifli, Malaysia, $5,000. 

  
First match: McEwan def. Zulkifli, 244-231; Championship match: Zavjalova def. McEwan, 235-232. 

  

Menôs Finals 

1, Jason Belmonte, Australia, $12,500. 

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., $7,500. 
3, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, $5,000. 

  
First match: Marshall def. Svensson, 231-224; Championship match: Belmonte tied Marshall, 267-267. 

Belmonte won one-ball roll-off, 10-8. 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      



 
 

 
Jason Belmonte Sweeps End -of -Year Stats , Sets PBA Average Record  

Australiaôs two-handed star wins third PBA George Young Memorial High Average Award 
  

CHICAGO (Jan. 9, 2018) ï Australiaôs Jason Belmonte put an exclamation mark on another sensational 

year in Professional Bowlers Association competition by sweeping the PBA Tourôs two most defining 
statistical categories for 2017 ï official earnings and scoring average, which included a record scoring 

pace. 
  

Belmonte concluded his 2017 season with a victory in the PBA World Championship in Reno, Nev., to 

become the first player in PBA history to win three major  championships in a single season. The finishing 
touches to his four-title season included a Tour-best $238,912 in total earnings, and a third George 

Young Memorial High Average Award after posting a record 229.39 average for 380 games bowled. 
  

Belmonte, who previously won George Young High Average Awards for the 2012-13 and 2014 seasons, 

broke his own scoring record of 228.81 set during the 2012 -13 season. He won the average contest by 
2.5 pins-per-game over fellow two -handed competitor Jesper Svensson of Sweden, who scored at a 

226.88 pace for 308 games in 2017. Svensson was the 2016 George Young Award winner with a 226.07 
average. 

  
Belmonte, who also led the PBA in earnings in 2012-13 and 2014, finished that race more than $7,000 

ahead of runner-up EJ Tackett of Huntington, Ind., who took $220,708 to the   bank last season. 

  
For complete lists of PBA earnings and average leaders for 2017, as well as other stats and records, 

visit pba.com (https://www.pba.com/SeasonStats/TotalWinnings/95 ).  
  

EDITORôS NOTE: Final top 20 2017 PBA Earnings and Average leaders are attached in a Word 
document to retain formatting.  

 

 
Timeless PBA Legend Carmen  Salvino to Make History in IndianapoliséAgain 

At age 84, PBA founding member to become only player to bowl in first and 60th anniversary PBA events 

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Jan. 11, 2018) ï When timeless Professional Bowler Association star Carmen Salvino 

laces up his bowling shoes and throws his first ball in competition in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th 
Anniversary Classic on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at Woodland Bowl, heôll set a record that will never be matched. 

  
At age 84, PBAôs most famous showman will become the only player to bowl in the first PBA tournament 

ever held ï the 1959 Empire State Open at Schadeôs Academy in Albany, N.Y. ï and the 2018 tournament 

at Woodland Bowl that will celebrate the PBAôs 60th year of continuous competition.  

  

Heôll break his own record which he set when he bowled in the PBAôs 50th anniversary gala in Las Vegas 
at the age of 74. And heôll improve upon his own record as the oldest player ever to bowl in a PBA Tour 

event. 
  

ñI bowled in the 50th in Las Vegas, and Iôll probably be around to bowl in the 70th,ò he said with a 

chuckle. ñI hope there are still bowling writers around, too. I need the press. I need people to get the 
word out. Iôm still going for headlines. 
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ñIt makes sense to me to bowl (in Indianapolis),ò the 17-time PBA Tour titlist and 1975 PBA Hall of Fame 
inductee said. ñNot only did I bowl the first tournament in PBA history, but I was one of the seven guys 

who met before the meeting (in 1958) to create the PBA.ò 

  

The formation meeting Salvino referred to was a ga thering of 33 of the most famous bowlers of that era 

in Syracuse, N.Y., in 1958, where they each pledge $50 to PBA founder Eddie Elias to become the 
founding members of the new organization.  

  
Before that famous meeting, Dick Hoover, Dick Weber, Don Carter, Whitey Harris, Steve Nagy, Buzz Fazio 

and Salvino met in New Jersey with Elias, an attorney from Akron, Ohio, who was introduced to the 
group by Hoover. 

  

ñElias had talked to Carter and he flew in to talk to us about creating a new tournament program fo r the 
bowling stars of the era,ò Salvino said. 

  
ñI was there representing Chicago. The group was composed of guys who were the most important 

bowlers in their regions. Elias was talking during the meeti ng and someone started talking; I think it was 

Fazio. I remember I had a Coke bottle, and I slammed it on a desk to make them shut up and listen. 
After that Eddie called me his sergeant-at-arms (Salvino laughed). Eddie would call me privately to talk 

about problems because he knew I wouldnôt give him any crap; Iôd always give him an honest answer.ò 

  

Salvino, who exudes confidence and wears his age as a badge of courage, has a lifetime of stories to tell, 
but even in his advancing years, he is taking his competitive abilities as seriously as he did when he 

became a PBA founding member at age 25, back in 1958. 

  
ñIôm getting in shape,ò he said as he prepares for his 731st career PBA Tour event. ñIôm lifting weights, 

having soreness in muscles I didnôt know I had. Iôm getting my (ball) speed up again. When people 
watch me throw the ball, theyôre going to be surprised I can throw the ball with speed and hook. 

  

ñWhat Iôve got to do (in Indianapolis) is get the first 11 (strikes) and then Iôm going to turn around and 
ask my crowd for a standing ovation,ò he laughed, ñand then Iôm going to throw the 12th strike.ò 

  
Salvino has enormous respect for todayôs young PBA stars, but he also issued a warning. 

  

ñThese young kids are great bowlers,ò he said. ñIôll probably make a little speech in the locker room 
before we start and Iôll tell them Iôm 84, and if I donôt come in last, the guys I beat are going to hear 

from me.  
  

ñThey needle me a lot, but thatôs what I love,ò he continued. ñIôll give it right back to them. Thatôs the 
part of the game I miss. If they donôt needle you, that means they donôt like you. Iôm going to bowl 

because I can still go in the locker room and get that feeling that Iôm 24 again. You canôt buy that 

feeling.ò 

  

Salvino is also coming to Indianapolis because itôs an easy drive from his home in Schaumburg, Ill.; his 
wife of 61 years (Ginny) can come along, and he wants to hear the PBA Hall of Fame induction speeches 

by Chris Barnes, Ron Mohr and the late Don Mitchellôs representative, which will be part of the Go 

Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner Saturday evening, Feb. 17. 
  

ñGinnyôs coming to watch,ò he said with another laugh. ñThe womanôs up for sainthood. Anyone who can 
be with me for 61 years and still be sane deserves sainthood.ò 

  



Regarding the hall of fame ceremonies, he noted, ñI want to hear from the guys who are inducted. On 
the lanes, you hear them from a different viewpoint, but hall of fame speeches always give you a 

different side of their personalities.ò 

  

Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic competition will begin on Tuesday, Feb. 13, and it will conclude 

on Sunday, Feb. 18, when the top five players will compete in the live ESPN finals at 1 p.m. EST. The 
tournament, which is part of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour schedule, will feature a format that was a 

standard for years ï 24 games of qualifying followed by the top 24 qualifiers meeting in 24 games of 
head-to-head, round robin match play. All of the preliminary rounds will be live streamed on PBAôs online 

bowling channel, Xtra Frame (to subscribe, visit xtraframe.tv ).  
  

Admission tickets for the tournament and for the 60th anniversary celebration dinner can be purchased 

online (https://www.pba.com/Tickets ). To enter the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic pro/am, 
call Woodland Bowl at 317-844-4099. 

  
GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indi anapolis,  Feb. 12 -18  
                                                                                                                                          
Monday,  February 12  

3 p.m. ï Official tournament practice session 

                                                                                                                                          

Tuesday, February 13  

9 a.m. ï A Squad, 8 qualifying games 

4 p.m. ï B Squad, 8 qualifying games 

  
Wednesday, February 14  

9 a.m. ï B Squad, 8 qualifying games 

4 p.m. ï A Squad, 8 qualifying games 

      Top 25 percent of field after 16 games advance to cashersô round 

                                                                                                                                          
Thursday, February 15  

9 a.m. - Cashers round, 8 games 
      Top 24 players after 24 games advance to round robin match play  

6 p.m. ï Top 24, 8 games round robin match play  

                                                                                                                                          
Friday, February 16  

11 a.m. ï Top 24, 8 games round robin match play  

6 p.m. ï Top 24, 8 games round robin match play  

      Top 5 players after 48 games advance to live ESPN stepladder finals 
                                                                                                                                          

Saturday, February 17  

10:30 a.m. ï PBA League Draft 
Noon, 2:30 p.m.  ï Pro/Am squads 

6:30 p.m.  ï Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner and Hall of Fame induction ceremonies 
(Marriott North)  

                                                                                                                                          

Sunday, February 18  

1 p.m. (EST) ï Top 5, live ESPN stepladder finals 

 
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  
VOTING BEGINS TO SELECT 2017 PBA PLAYER, ROOKIE OF THE YEAR  

http://xtraframe.tv/
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Voting among PBA members and veteran members of the bowling news media is underway to select the 
2017 GEICO Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year and the Harry Golden PBA Rookie of the Year. 

  
Candidates for PBA Player of the Year, in alphabetical order, are Dom Barrett, Jason Belmonte, Ryan 

Ciminelli, Tommy Jones,  Marshall Kent, Rhino Page, Sean Rash, Anthony Simonsen, Jesper 

Svensson  and EJ Tackett . Rookie of the Year candidates areAndrew Anderson, AJ Chapman, Nick 
Kruml, Matt Sanders  and Kyle Sherman . 

  
The winners of those two awards, plus the 2017 Steve Nagy Sportsmanship Award winner (selected by 

PBA Tour players) and the 2017 Tony Reyes Memorial Community Service Award (selected by a special 
PBA panel) will be announced on Wednesday, Jan. 17, and all four winners will be presented their awards 

during a live presentation as part of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner at the 

Marriott North in Indianapolis on  Saturday, Feb. 17. 
  

The celebration dinner, which also will include the PBA Hall of Fame induction ceremonies for Chris 
Barnes, Ron Mohr  and the late Don Mitchell  will be live streamed on PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling 

channel. Tickets for the dinner, which is open to the public, are available 

on pba.com (https://www.pba.com/Tickets ).  
  

DALLAS, PORTLAND ANNOUNCE PLAYERS PROTECTED FOR PBA LEAGUE DRAFT 

Dallas Strikers player-manager Norm Duke  and Portland Lumberjacks manager Tim Mack  has kicked 

off the 2018 PBA League draft program by protecting three players each from their 2017 rosters.  
  
Duke, the only person who serves a dual role as an active player as well as team manager, will 

return Tommy Jones  and Bill OôNeill to his roster for 2018 Elias Cup PBA League competition which 
will t ake place April 20-22 at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. Dukeôs Dallas Strikers are the two-time 

defending champions and Duke is the reigning Mark Roth PBAL Most Valuable Player. 
  
The hometown Lumberjacks, runners-up in 2017, will retain left -hander Ryan  Ciminelli,  veteran team 

anchor bowler Wes Malott  and two-hander Kyle Troup . 
  
Under PBAL rules for 2018, each team manager can protect up to three players from the teamôs 2017 
roster. Next up, Silver Lake Atom Splitters manager Mark Baker  and Philadelphia Hitmen 

manager Jason Couch  will select their protected players, who will be announcednext Monday. LA X 

(Andrew Cain ) and NYC Kingpins (Carolyn Dorin -Ballard ) will make their selections by  January 21, 
and the Motown Muscle (Del Ballard Jr. ) and Brooklyn Styles (Johnny Petraglia ) will round out the 

protected player process by January 28. 
  
The PBA League draft will take place on  Saturday, Feb. 17 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodland Bowl in 
Indianapolis when managers will fill any open spots on their rosters. The draft  will be live streamed on 

Xtra Frame. The draft order will be reverse order of finish from last year , beginning with No. 8 Brooklyn 

followed by Motown, NYC, LA, Philadelphia, Silver Lake, Portland and Dallas. Players eligible to be drafted 
will consist of the top 75 PBA on the National Tour/WBT earnings list for 2017 plus 2018 events through 

the PBA Tournament of Champions which ends Feb. 11. 
  
CP3 PBA CELEBRITY INVITATIONAL RED CARPET INTERVIEWS SET FOR YOUTUBE  

Leading up to the 2018 State Farm CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by GoBowling.com, which 
will be telecast on ESPN on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb. 4) at  2 p.m. EST, PBAôs YouTube channel will 

feature a series of red carpet interviews with PBA Tour stars and celebrity participants, starting with 
tournament host Houston Rockets All-Star guard Chris Paul  on Jan. 15. 

  
Following Chris Paul, the PBA YouTube interview schedule will include Norm Duke , Jan. 16; Sean 

Rash , Jan. 17; James Harden , Jan. 22; EJ Tackett , Jan. 23; DJ Archer , Jan. 24; Terrell 
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Owe ns , Jan. 29; Pete Weber , Jan. 30; Oscar Nunez , Jan. 31; Mookie Betts ,Feb. 2 and Bill 
OôNeill, Feb. 3. 

  
To view the CP3 red carpet interviews, or any of dozens of other PBA video clips, 

visit:  https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn. 

  
PETE WEBER RE-LIVES 2012 U.S. OPEN TIT LE IN NEW PBA PLAYERôS PERSPECTIVE 

The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series returns Thursday with PBA legend Pete Weber  re-living his 
emotional victory in the 2012 U.S. Open. Playerôs Perspective is a special series of personal conversations 

about key moments in PBA history, available first to Xtra Frame subscribers and a week later to all fans on 
PBAôs YouTube channel. 

  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for seven days, a full month or a 12-month Xtra Frame 
Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  
A number of Playerôs Perspective features are currently available on PBAôs YouTube channel. The new series 

will debut on Thursday in the coming weeks. Next up, on  Jan. 18, will be Rhino Page ôs insights into his 

personal breakthrough in winning the 2017 Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group Classic in Clearwater, Ohio. Pageôs 
Playerôs Perspective will then debut on YouTube on Jan. 25. Additional perspectives will be announced in 

the coming weeks. 
  
CODY HECKMAN WINS ñBEAT THE CHEETAH CHAMPIONò CHALLENGE 

Cody Heckman  of South Bend, Ind., is the winner of Concrete Softwareôs ñCheetah Challenge,ò a just-

for-fun sweepstakes conduct in conjunction with the PBA Cheetah Championship finals, presented by the 

companyôs PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game. 

  

Under the contest rules, PBA Bowling Challenge players were invited to ñbowlò a virtual game on their 
mobile devices to try to beat the 245 game  Jesper Svensson  rolled in actually winning the PBA Cheetah 

Championship. Every score that topped Svenssonôs 245 automatically entered the player into a drawing to 

win 5,000 Gold Pins (in-game currency) and a PBA bowling pin signed by Svensson. 
  

Speaking of Concrete Softwareôs PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game, this week marked the addition of 
another new PBA League venue to test your skills. The Motown Muscle venue was introduced on Jan. 4; 

Thursday will introduce the Philadelphia Hitmen venue to the game.  

  
Everyone with a mobile device is invited to joi n the fun. The PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game app is a 

free download at Google Play and Apple App stores. Use these links: Google 
Play: http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd or Apple App Store: http: //bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeiOS 

  
PBA STARS LAND BERTHS ON TEAM USA 2018  
Led by Kyle Troup  of Taylorsville, N.C., who captured the 2018 USBC Team USA Trials titles on Sunday, 

in Las Vegas, another group of PBA stars will bowl for the United States as members of Team USA 2018. 
 

Troup finished the 2018 event with 21 ranking points over five qualifying rounds on five different lane 
conditions at The Orleans to earn his first berth on Te am USA. The 26-year-old two-hander, who will 

represent Team USA in the 2018 QubicaAMF World Cup, will be joined on the team by PBA members AJ 

Johnson  of Oswego, Ill.;  Jakob Butturff  of Tempe, Ariz., and Darren Tang  of San Francisco, who 
earned berths based on qualifying;  Andrew Anderson  of Holly, Mich., and Marshall Kent  of Yakima, 

Wash, who were picked by the National Selection Committee, and Chris Barnes  of Double Oak, 
Texas;  Tommy Jones  of Simpsonville, S.C.; EJ Tackett  of Huntington, Ind.;  Michael Tang  of San 

Francisco and Chris Via  of Springfield, Ohio, who were selected by the National Selection Committee 
based on submitted resumes. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn
http://xtraframe.com/
http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd
http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeiOS


Several of the womenôs team members also have extensive PBA experience in PBA Tour, PBA Regional or 
PBA Womenôs Series competition, including team trials winner  Shannon OôKeefe of OôFallon, Ill. Others 

who earned or were selected for team berths include  Kelly Kulick,  Union, N.J.; Stefanie 
Johnson,  McKinney, Texas; Shannon Pluhowsky , Dayton, Ohio; Liz Kuhlkin , Schenectady, 

N.Y.; Danielle McEwan,  Stony Point, N.Y. and Missy Parkin,  Laguna Hills, Calif.  

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: REGIONAL PROGRAM RETURNS  JAN. 19 -21  

PBAôs Regional tournament program returns to action in the PBA Central Region over the Jan. 19-
21 weekend with the PBA/PBA50 Don Vay Memorial Central Classic at Legend Lanes in Cuyahoga Falls, 

Ohio. 
  

ƀ The PBA South Region returns to action in February with the PBA and PBA50 Break Point Alley 

Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in Tavares, Fla., 
will host the doubleheader over t he Feb. 9-11 weekend. 

  
ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit  pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 
ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

new PBA app). 
  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ The PBA has learned that Rob Hoffman  of Freehold, N.J., a PBA member since 1993, died Dec. 22 at 
the age of 52.  He had a best regional and PBA50 regional finish of fourth. He was a member of the 

Monmouth County Bowling Hall of Fame and owned 32 sanctioned 300 games. 
 

 

 
 

  
PBA Tournament of Champions Kicks Off  

2018 Go Bowlin g! PBA Tour Season in U.S. Feb. 5 -11  
First major of 2018 to feature live ESPN telecast on Feb. 11 from historic AMF Riviera Lanes 

  
FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Jan. 12, 2018)  - As host of the Professional Bowlers Association Tournament of 

Champions from 1966 to 1994, AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio has been the scene of some of the 
most memorable moments in PBA history. 
  
That tradition will resume when AMF Riviera Lanes hosts the return of the PBAôs signature 

tournament Feb. 5-11 after a 24-year absence. The first major championship of the 2018 Go Bowling! 

PBA Tour 60th Anniversary season will culminate with a live ESPN finals telecastSunday, Feb. 11 at 1 
p.m. EST. 
  
Highlighting the list of PBA champions competing for the title will be a cast of former TOC winners  
including defending champion EJ Tackett, Jesper Svensson (2016), Jason Belmonte (2014, 2015); PBA 

Hall of Famers Pete Weber (1989, 2013), Norm Duke (1994), Johnny Petraglia (1971), Sean Rash (2012), 
Chris Barnes (2006) and Tommy Jones (2007). 
  
With nine PBA major wins to his credit, the spotlight will be focus ed on Belmonte as the 34-year-old two-
handed player from Australia has already established himself as one of PBAôs all-time great players. 

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/


During a PBA career that spans only 10 years, Belmonte is one major title away from tying Weber and 
Hall of Famer Earl Anthony for the most all -time major wins with 10.  
  
When the TOC was last held at AMF Riviera Lanes in 1994, Duke won the event with a 217-184 victory 

over Eric Forkel. At that time, Belmonte was 11 years old and the PBA had never seen a two-handed 

player. 
  
As the PBAôs signature tournament, a player must have won a PBA title to be eligible to enter, and this 
time, Belmonte wonôt be the only two-handed player in the field.  Of the 80 players who wil l compete this 

year, 70 will be PBA Tour winners ï including two-handers Svensson (who became the youngest TOC 
winner ever when he won the 2016 title at age 21), Osku Palermaa of Finland and Texan Anthony 

Simonsen. An additional 10 players who are not national tour winners but own titles in PBAôs other 

divisions (PBA50, regional, PBA50 regional), will have the opportunity to qualify for the field by competing 
in an eight-game TOC pre-tournament qualifier on Feb. 5.  
  
Competition begins with two six -game qualifying rounds on Feb. 7 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.  The entire field 

will then return on  Feb. 8 for a final six -game qualifying round at  11 a.m. After 18 qualifying games, the 

top 24 players will advance to the traditional TOC round-robin match play finals, bow ling eight head-to-
head-matches at 6 p.m. on Feb. 8, and on Feb. 9 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.  Total pinfall for 42 games, 

including match play bonus pins, will determine the top five players for  Sundayôs stepladder finals. 
  
PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame will provide full coverage of all preliminary rounds. Xtra Frame 
also will provide live coverage of a special best-of-three-game ñKing of Bowlingò match between the 

reigning KOB, Wes Malott of Pflugerville, Texas, and a challenger who will be selected in fan voting. For 

subscription and schedule information visit  www.xtraframe.tv . 
  
The PBA Tournament of Champions originated in Indianapolis in 1962, but was discontinued until 1965 
when it returned as the Firestone Tournament of Champions at Firestone Bowlarama in Akron, in the first 

year of PBAôs long-standing ñPro Bowlers Tourò series on ABC-TV. The event moved to Riviera Lanes in 

1966 and continued there through 1994.  
  
The 2018 Tournament of Champions will be the first of three consecutive PBA Tour events that are part 
of PBAôs ñBig Februaryò schedule, all featuring live ESPN finals. Following the TOC will be the Go Bowling! 

PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Feb. 13-18 from historic Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis and the seasonôs  

 
second major, the Barbasol PBA Players Championship from Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl in Columbus, 

Ohio, Feb. 19-25. 
  
Spectator passes for the TOC pre-tournament qualifier on  Feb. 5 and the official practice session on Feb. 
6 are $10. Spectator passes for qualifying and match play rounds Feb. 7-9 range from $15-$20 with all -

day passes available for $20 and $30. Tickets for the stepladder finals range from $30-$50, if purchased 

in advance online at www.pba.com/tickets , and $50-$70 if purchased at the door. Tickets for all 
preliminary rounds will be available at the door.  
  
Grassroots league bowlers who would like to participate in the TOC pro-am will have three opportunities 

on Saturday, Feb. 10. Squads will bowl at noon, 3 and 6 p.m.  For pro-am entry information, contact AMF 

Riviera Lanes at 330-836-7985. 
  
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPION S SCHEDULE 
AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio,  Feb. 5 -11  (all times Eastern)  
  
Monday, February 5  
3 p.m. - Pre-Tournament Qualifier (8 games) 

http://www.xtraframe.tv/
http://www.pba.com/tickets
tel:(330)%20836-7985


  
Tuesday, February 6  
2 p.m. -  Practice Session 
6:30 p.m.  ï Xtra Frame King of Bowling match (Wes Malott vs. challenger to be decided, best of three 

games) 
  
Wednes day, February 7  
11 a.m. - Qualifying Round 1 (6 games) 
  6 p.m. - Qualifying Round 2 (6 games) 
  
Thursday, February 8   
11 a.m. -  Qualifying Round 3 (6 games) 
  6 p.m. - Match Play Round 1 (8 games) 
  
Friday, February 9  
11 a.m. - Match Play Round 2 (8 games) 
  6 p.m. - Match Play Round 3 (8 games) 
  
Saturday, February 10  
Noon, 3 p.m.,  6 p.m.  ï Pro-am squads 
  
Sunday, February 11  
1 p.m. - ESPN Stepladder Finals 
  
Advance tickets for stepladder finals are available by visiting www.pba.com/tickets . Contact AMF Riviera 

Lanes at (330) 836-7985 for additional ticket and pro -am entry information or 
visit RivieraLanes@amf.com 
 

Another Stellar Season for Jakob Butturff  

Highlights 2017 PBA Regional Awards  

  
CHICAGO (Jan. 16, 2018)  - PBA Tour standout Jakob Butturff of Chandler, Ariz., didnôt match his 

record-breaking 2016 season that included a record nine PBA Regional wins, but he did keep the 

momentum going with four wins in 2017, and that was enough to successfully defend his PBA West and 
Northwest Region Player of the Year honors. 

  
Bowling in a combined nine tournaments in the West and Northwest, Butturff als o compiled three other 

top-five finishes which included a second, third and a fifth  place while also leading his fellow regional 
competitors with a 236 average.  

  

Butturffôs accomplishments in 2017 were among the highlights of the PBA Regional Award winners, 
announced today by Director of the PBA Regional and PBA50 Tours John Weber, recognizing Players of 

the Year, Rookies of the Year, PBA50 Players of the Year and Pat Patterson Award winners, for 
contributions to the regional program, in each of its eight regions. 

  

Award winners were selected by the PBAôs regional managers: Russ Mills, East Region; Sam Zurich, South 
Region; Bobby Jakel, Central Region; Rich Weber, Midwest Region; Pete McCordic, Southwest Region; 

Gary Mage, West and Northwest Regions, and Junichia Yoshida, Japan Region. 
  

Hereôs a summary of the 2017 PBA Regional Award winners: 

  
EAST ï Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., made the most of his seven regional events to earn Player of the 

Year with five top -five finishes that included one title and t hree second-place finishes. Rookie of the Year 

http://www.pba.com/tickets
tel:(330)%20836-7985
mailto:RivieraLanes@amf.com


went to Ryan Galli of Binghamton, N.Y., who had two fifth -place finishes and made match play in four of 
his six tournament appearances. Ray Edwards dominated the PBA50 Player of the Year race with two 

wins and four other top -five finishes in seven tournaments. Mike Healy of Yonkers, N.Y., was the Pat 
Patterson Award winner. 

  

SOUTH ï Cristian Azcona of San Juan, Puerto Rico, earned Player of the Year with five top-five finishes 
in seven tournaments including one win and three runner -up finishes. PBA Hall of Famer Walter Ray 

Williams Jr. of Oxford, Fla., earned PBA50 Player of the Year with four wins and two runner-up finishes in 
six tournaments. Kristian Sieradzki of Seminole, Fla., earned Rookie of the Year, cashing in five events 

and making two match play appearances in seven tournaments. Krystal Hall of Fayetteville, N.C., earned 
the Pat Patterson Award. 

  

CENTRAL ï It was a busy year for Canadian Graham Fach, who bowled extensively on the PBA Tour in 
addition to competing in 15 events in the Central Region where he compiled eight top -five finishes 

including one title, two second and two third -place finishes. Kyle Mayberry of Dayton, Ohio, collected four 
top-three finishes in 16 tournaments which included one w in, a second and two third -place finishes to 

earn Rookie of the Year. PBA Tour player and PBA50 Tour regular Brian Kretzer of Dayton, Ohio, won 

PBA50 Player of the Year honors in both the Central and Midwest Regions with a combined three titles, 
one runner-up and one third -place finish. PBA Tour player Dave Wodka of Clarksville, Tenn., was the Pat 

Patterson Award winner. 
  

MIDWEST  ï PBA Tour player AJ Johnson of Oswego, Ill., put together a four-title season in the PBA 
Midwest Region and added a third-place finish in seven tournaments he entered to win Player of the 

Year.  AJ Chapman of Manchester, Iowa, earned Rookie of the Year with one second-place and one 

fourth-place finish in four tournaments. Brian Kretzer of Dayton, Ohio, took home PBA50 Player of the 
Year in the Midwest as well as the Central Region with a combined three titles and two other top -five 

finishes. Kevin Kullman of Lockport, Ill., won the Midwestôs Pat Patterson Award. 

  

SOUTHWEST ï Another one of the PBAôs Tour Canadian stars, Francois Lavoie, was the Southwest 

Player of the Year Award winner with three titles and three runner -up finishes in 10 tournaments. Kyle 
Sherman of OôFallon, Ill., earned Rookie of the Year with two top-four finishes that included a title and a 

fourth-place finish. Mike Austin of Conroe, Texas earned the Pat Patterson Award. The Southwest did not 
award a PBA50 Player of the Year award. 

  

WEST ï Kyle King of Glendale, Ariz., earned Rookie of the Year with the help of one win and one third -
place finish while also cashing in 10 tournaments.  PBA Tour and PBA50 Tour standout Michael Haugen Jr. 

of Phoenix earned PBA50 Player of the Year with one win and two runner -up finishes. PBA Tour veteran 
Josh Blanchard of Mesa, Ariz. was the Pat Patterson Award winner for the West. 

  
NORTHWEST  ï Rookie of the Year honors went to San Franciscoôs Michael Tang who had a best finish 

of fourth.  PBA Tour and PBA50 Tour veteran Hugh Miller of Mercer Island, Wash., earned PBA50 Player of 

the Year honors with one win and two second-place finishes in four events. Longtime PBA50 Tour player 
Bob Harvey of Boise won the Pat Patterson Award for contributions to PBAôs regional program. 

  
JAPAN ï The Japan Regionôs Pat Patterson Award winner was Ebonite International. Player and Rookie 

of the Year will be announced at a later date.  

  
The PBAôs regional program, founded in 1970, provides bowlers with a proving ground to develop their 

skills in high-level competition against some of the sportôs established stars. In all, approximately 150 
regional events were conducted in 2017. 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Jason Belmonte Races Away with 2017 GEICO PBA Player of the Year Award  

PBA also honors Indiana rookie Matt Sanders, Ohioôs Chris Loschetter, PBA Hall of Famer Del Ballard Jr. 

  

CHICAGO (Jan. 17, 2018) ï For the fourth time in  the past five seasons, Australiaôs Jason Belmonte 

has been selected by the bowling news media and his fellow competitors as the GEICO Chris Schenkel 
Professional Bowlers Association Player of the Year. 

  
The PBAôs most prized individual achievement award for the 2017 season was announced today by PBA 

CEO and Commissioner Tom Clark, who also announced that Matt Sanders, an Evansville, Ind., native 

now living in Indianapolis, is the 2017 Harry Golden PBA Rookie of the Year; Chris Loschetter of Avon, 
Ohio, is the Steve Nagy PBA Sportsmanship Award winner, and PBA Hall of Famer Del Ballard Jr. of 

Keller, Texas, is the recipient of PBAôs Tony Reyes Memorial Community Service Award. 

  

All four will receive their awards during the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner and 

Hall of Fame induction ceremonies on Saturday, Feb. 17, at the Ind ianapolis Marriott North. The entire 
celebration dinner will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. 

  
Belmonte, after becoming the first player in PBA history to win three major championships among his 

four titles in 2017, was a land slide winner in balloting among his fellow PBA members and veteran 
bowling writers. At age 34 he joined Mark Roth as a four -time winner of the award. Walter Ray Willia ms 

Jr. is the all-time leader with seven Player of the Year Awards, followed by the late Earl Anthony with six. 

  
ñI am absolutely thrilled to be the PBAôs Player of the Year,ò Belmonte said. ñ2017 was a really successful 

year for me and winning these awar ds just makes those successes even better. It really motivates me to 
continue to push myself even harder. I want to thank all the members who voted and also thank the PBA 

for giving me the opportunity to bowl on the best tour in the world. ñ 
  
The most successful two-handed player in bowling history led the PBA in earnings ($238,912) and scoring 

average (a PBA record 229.39 for 380 games bowled), capped his 2017 season with a victory in the PBA 
World Championship for his ninth career major title after winni ng the Barbasol PBA Players Championship 

and an unprecedented fourth United States Bowling Congress Masters title earlier in the season. He also 
won the inaugural Storm Lucky Larsen Masters in Sweden for his fourth title of the year.  

  

It was a great ñcomebackò after a less-than-Belmonte-like year in 2016 when he didnôt win a PBA title 
after winning Player of the Year honors for three consecutive years, but, as Belmonte said, ñ2016 wasnôt 

a bad year. It was a bad year on TV because I was letting things get to me, like winning a fourth straight 
POY.ò 

  

Belmonte has pledged to himself that wonôt happen again in 2018. 
  

ñI donôt want to have that conversation, that I was too busy thinking about Player of the Year to bowl 
well,ò he said. ñThatôs not going to happen; Iôm not going to let myself do that. If another player has a 

better year than I do, itôs not going to be because I was thinking about end of year awards.ò 

  
2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders  

Sanders, a 23-year-old left -hander and former two -time All-American with Marion University-Indiana, was 
the overwhelming choice over one of the strongest fields of rookies in recent PBA history. 

  
He was the only rookie to win a PBA Tour title (in the Xtra Frame Billy Hardwick Memorial Open 

presented by Chris Hardwick at Billy Hardwickôs All Star Lanes in Memphis, Tenn., in June). Sanders 



qualified ninth for the match play elimination finals of the ñthrowbackò plastic ball tournament, eventually 
defeating PBA50 Player of the Year Brian LeClair, 243-237, for t he title.  

  
He concluded his first season with a fifth -place finish in the PBA World Championship, losing a 10-7 

sudden-death roll-off to Kyle Troup after they tied at 248 -248 in the opening match of the World 

Championship finals. 
  

ñItôs an honor just to be in the conversation with the bowlers who compete on tour,ò Sanders said. ñI go 
into each tournament believing I can win. Sometimes, maybe I put a lot of pressure on myself to be the 

best I can be. I feel that when Iôm at my best I can compete with anyone. I just need to relax and do 
what I do best and hopefully the rest will take car e of itself.  

  

ñI bowled in 12 tournaments last year and to win one and finish fifth in the World Championship, Iôm 
pretty satisfied with that.  I plan to bowl a full schedule  in 2018. Now itôs up to me to build on a very 

satisfying 2017 season and see where that takes me.ò 

  

Among PBA rookies in 2017, he was the average (215.84) and earnings ($30,965) leader. 

  
2017 Steve Nagy Sportsmanship Award  

Loschetter, a 37-year-old two-time PBA Tour champion, won the PBAôs prestigious sportsmanship honor 
in voting among his fellow competitors, topping Denmarkôs Thomas Larsen and Canadaôs Francois Lavoie. 

  
Loschetter, a two-time Junior Team USA member, completed a nine-year quest for his first PBA Tour title 

in the 2012 Wolf Open in Milwaukee and won his second as a member of the Merica Rooster Illusion 

team that won the 2016 PBA Team Challenge title in Las Vegas while still in recovery from his personal 
battle with testicular and abdominal cancer. Loschetter has been a member of the PBA Leagueôs 

Philadelphia Hitmen since the programôs inception in 2013. 

  

ñI mentioned to some of my close friends that itôs nice to be nominated, but I never expect it,ò Loschetter 

said. ñItôs very humbling; Iôm honored to win it. I think a lot of it is how you treat people, probably more 
off the lanes and how you behave on the lanes. I think I used to be a bit more emotional but as Iôve 

grown older, Iôve calmed down. 

  

ñThe big life change for me was really becoming a father,ò he added in regard to how his personality has 

evolved. ñThat definitely influenced me in how I want people to look at me. I want to be a good example 
for my son. Also, the way my parents raised me in church, to treat others the way youôd want to be 

treated. That made a big impact on me.ò 

  

2017 Tony Reyes Memorial Com munity Service Award  

PBA Hall of Famer Del Ballard Jr.ôs life changed immediately, and dramatically, in May 2010 when he was 

diagnosed with tonsil cancer. As Ballard had demonstrated over a PBA career that lasted nearly three 

decades and included 13 titles, he was a fighter. He wasnôt about to succumb to ñThe Big Cò without a 
battle.  

  
One evening after a treatment, Ballard, wife Carolyn and a handful of friends got together a t Ballardôs 

house and laid the groundwork for what would become ñBallard Vs. The Big Cò ï or BVBC for 

short. Within three years, their fund -raising bowling tournament raised more than $145,000. As of 2017, 
Cancer Care Services, Baylor Health Care and the North Texas Laryngectomy Society have received in 

excess of $300,000 to carry out research on cancer treatments focused on the head, neck and throat.  
  

ñIôm really kind of shocked; when Tom (Clark) called, I figured he was going to yell at me for something I 
did wrong,ò said Ballard, who is known for his dry sense of humor. 

  



ñIt takes a lot of people to do what weôve done,ò he added on a more serious note. ñA lot of people 
support us. Itôs a pretty incredible thing. I was telling someone recently that you always want to turn 

something negative into a positive. At the time (he learned of his cancer) it was a big negative, but we 
turned it into a big positive.  

  

ñWeôll keep at it; my group wonôt let me quit. All you have to do is go with me to one doctorôs 
appointment and youôll understand why I do what I do. As bad as my experience was, itôs minor 

compared to what I see others are going through.ò 

  

Ballard remains an active member of the PBA Tour as a manufacturerôs representative for Storm Products 
as well as serving as manager of the PBA League Motown Muscle. 

 

 
 

 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

PBA TOUR GETTING READY TO RETURN TO ACTION  

It wonôt be long before the PBA Tour returns to action for a fun-filled, memory-packed year of 

competition under the Go Bowling! PBA Tour banner. 
  

After the 2017 seasonôs top players kick off the new year in the DHC PBA Japan Invitational in 

Tokyo, Jan. 23-27 (live streamed on PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel), the season kicks into full 
gear with a slate of headline tournaments in F ebruary: the return of the PBA Tournament of Champions 

to historic AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio, Feb. 5-11; the Go Bowling! 60th Anniversary PBA Classic 
at historic Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis, Feb. 13-18; and the Barbasol PBA Players Championship plus 

the Mark Roth-Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com at Wayne Webbôs 

Columbus Bowl in Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 19-25. 
  

Speaking of the Roth-Holman Doubles event, the tournament roster  is already at ñsold outò status with a 
full field of 53 teams, including a number of notables including:  

  
ƀ Past Roth-Holman Doubles champions Norm Duke  and Wes Malott  (2011 and 2015), Anthony 

Simonsen  and Connor Pickford  (2016), and defending champions Kyle Troup  and Jesper 

Svensson.  

  

ƀ International partners Pontus Andersson  and Markus Jansson  of Sweden; Englandôs Dom 
Barrett   and Finlandôs Osku Palermaa;  Thailandôs Kim Bolleby  and Swedenôs Daniel Fransson ; 

Canadians Patrick Girard  and Zach Wilkins ; Japanôs Shota Kawazoe and Malaysiaôs Zulmazran  

Zulkifli ; Swedenôs Martin Larsen  and Englandôs Stuart Williams ; South Africaôs Francois Louw  and 
Irelandôs Christopher Sloan ; Mexicoôs Arturo Quintero  and Venezuelaôs Ildemaro Ruiz.  

  
ƀ Brotherly duos will include Darren and Michael Tang  of San Francisco along with Englandôs Richie 

and Ray Teece.  

  

ƀ Women in the field will include PBA Tour titlist  Liz Johnson  bowling with  Anthony 

Pepe;  Latviaôs Diana Zavjalova  bowling with 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders,  and the all-
female team of Danielle McEwa n and Tannya Roumimper  of Malaysia. 

  
ƀ PBA Hall of Famers in the field, in addition to Duke, will include newly-inducted Chris Barnes  with 

future Hall of Famer Tommy Jones; Pete Weber  with Thailandôs Yannaphon Larpapharat ; Walter 

Ray Williams Jr.  with Tom  Smallwood;  and Wayne Webb  withDavid Wodka.  

  



ƀ Reigning PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte  will team up with long -time doubles partner Bill 
OôNeill. Last yearôs runners-up and past PBA Rookies of the Year EJ Tackett  and Marshall Kent  will 

team up again. 
  

Thatôs just part of the field. To view the complete entry list, click 

here: https://www.pba.com/content/files/downloads/2018%20ROSTER%20DOUBLES%20(Columbus).pdf 
While the Roth-Holman PBA Doubles Championship is a month away, itôll be fun to watch. Xtra Frame will 

live-stream the qualifying rounds of the PBA Players Championship ï which also will serve as qualifying 
for the doubles events ï and the Baker doubles qualifying rounds leading up to the Roth -Holman Doubles 

stepladder finals that will air on ESPN on Sunday, March 5, at 1 p.m. EST. 
  

SILVER LAKE, PHILADELPHIA PLAYERS PROTECTED FOR PBA LEAGUE DRAFT  

The second group of players protected from the PBA League Draft have been named by Silver Lake 
Atoms Splitters manager Mark Baker  and Philadelphia Hitmen manager Jason Couch.  Members of the 

respective 2017 rosters who will remain with their teams in 2018 include the Atom Splittersô Chris 
Barne s, Jesper Svensson  and Tom Daugherty . Couch has protected Dom Barrett, Tom 

Smallwo od  and Ronnie Russell . 

  
The two-time defending Elias Cup champion Dallas Strikers, led by player-manager Norm Duke , 

previously protected Tommy Jones  and Bill OôNeill (in addition to himself) while Portland Lumberjacks 
manager Tim Mack  retained Ryan Ciminelli,  Wes Malott  and Kyle Troup . 
  
Under PBAL rules for 2018, each team manager can protect up to three players from the teamôs 2017 

roster. Next up, will be LA X (Andrew Cain ) and NYC Kingpins (Carolyn Dorin -Ballard ) who have 

until Sunday to make their selections. The Motown Muscle (Del Ballard Jr. ) and Brooklyn Styles 
(Johnny Petraglia ) will round out the protected player process by  January 28. Protected players will be 

announced on the following  Monday. 
  
The PBA League draft will take place on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 10:30 a.m.  at Woodland Bowl in 

Indianapolis when managers will fill any open spots on their rosters. The draft will be live streamed on 
Xtra Frame. The draft order will be reverse order of finish from last year, beginning with No. 8 Brookl yn 

followed by Motown, NYC, LA, Philadelphia, Silver Lake, Portland and Dallas. Players eligible to be drafted 
will consist of the top 75 PBA players on the National Tour/WBT earnings list for 2017 plus 2018 events 

through the PBA Tournament of Champions which ends Feb. 11. 
  
NEW CP3 PBA CELEBRITY INVITATIONAL RED CARPET INTERVIEWS NOW ON YOUTUBE  

As we close in on the State Farm CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by GoBowling.com telecast on 
ESPN on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb. 4) at 2 p.m. EST, PBAôs YouTube channel is posting a series of red 

carpet interviews with PBA Tour stars and celebrity participants. 
  

Upcoming PBA YouTube interviews will include James Harden , Jan. 22; EJ Tackett , Jan. 23; DJ 

Archer , Jan. 24; Terrell Owens , Jan. 29; Pete Weber , Jan. 30; Oscar Nunez , Jan. 31; Mookie 
Betts , Feb. 2 and Bill OôNeill, Feb. 3. 

  
Currently available on PBAôs YouTube channel are interviews with tournament host and Houston Rockets 

All-Star guard Chris Paul, Norm Duke  and Sean Rash . To view the CP3 red carpet interviews, or any 

of dozens of other PBA video clips, visit:https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn. 
  

RHINO PAGEôS BREAKTHROUGH WIN FEATURED IN NEW PBA PLAYERôS PERSPECTIVE 

The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series, a special collection of personal conversations about key 

moments in PBA history, includes new features every Thursday, first to Xtra Frame subscribers and a week 
later to all fans on PBAôs YouTube channel. This weekôs Perspective features Rhino Page ôs insights into 

https://www.pba.com/content/files/downloads/2018%20ROSTER%20DOUBLES%20(Columbus).pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn


his personal breakthrough in winning the 2017 Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group Classic. Pageôs Perspective will 
then debut on YouTube on Jan. 25. 

  
Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for seven days, a full month or a 12-month Xtra Frame 

Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  
A number of Playerôs Perspective features are currently available on PBAôs YouTube channel. The next XF 

Playerôs Perspective will feature Chris Barnes discussing his 2015 DHC PBA Japan Invitational title match. 
The conversation will debut on Xtra Frame on Jan. 25 and on YouTube on Feb. 1. Additional perspectives 

will be announced in the coming weeks. 
  
CONCRETE SOFTWARE OFFERS ñBEAT THE 60TH ANNIVERSARYò CHAMPION CHALLENGE 

Based in great part on the exceptional popularity of the recent ñCheetah Challenge,ò a sweepstakes 
inviting PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game users to try to beat the 245 game Jesper 

Svensson  bowled in winning the 2017 Cheetah title, Concrete Software is going to conduct another 
similar event. 

  

In honor of  Go Bowling! PBA Tour's 60th Anniversary season, the PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game 
will be offering a PBA 60th Anniversary tournament inside the new Anniversary venue. To enter, 

download PBA Bowling Challenge and start bowling on Feb. 19 at noon. Beat the score of the actual PBA 
60th Anniversary Classic winnerôs score, and youôll be eligible to win the sweepstakes. 

  
The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic finals will air on ESPN on Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. EST. Each 

tournament score that beats the real -life winner's score will count as an entry. One entry will be 

randomly selected as the winner and will receive a bowling pin signed by a PBA star plus 5,000 Gold Pins! 
Players can enter scores between 1 p.m. EST on Feb. 19 and 12:59 a.m. EST on Feb. 26. Here is a link to 

the official rules http://bit.ly/PBA 60th_OfficialRules. 
  

To give you an idea of how popular the ñCheetah Challengeò was, Cody Heckman of South Bend, Ind., 

was the winner, but he entered the contest 70 times! Overall, the Cheetah tournament drew 93,576 
entries. Around 70 percent of the conte st players entered the tournament at least 10 times. One 

participant had 553 entries alone. Others entered between 200 and 300 times trying to beat Svenssonôs 
245 game. 

  

Everyone with a mobile device is invited to join the fun. The PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game app is a 
free download at Google Play and Apple App stores. Use these links: Google 

Play: http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChall engeAnd or Apple App Store: http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeiOS 
  

PBA TOUR FINALS TAPING MOVED TO FRIDAY AND  SATURDAY MAY 4 -5  

The CBS Sports Network taping dates and times for the PBA Tour Finals at Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen 
Park, Mich., have been changed to Friday, May 4 at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  and Saturday, May 5 at 

noon, 2:30 and 5:30 p.m. ET.  The taping dates were originally scheduled for May 5 and 6. 

  
A pro-am squad is scheduled for Sunday, May 6 at noon. Additional details regarding the pro -am, tickets 

and telecast dates/times will be announced soon. 
  

The 2018 edition of the PBA Tour Finals will involve eight elite PBA stars who have dominated PBAôs 

earnings chart over a span of more than two years. The special event marks PBAôs return to CBS Sports 
Network for a series of five two -hour prime-time telecasts as part of the 2017-18 Go Bowling! PBA Tour 

schedule. 
  

As the 2018 PBA Tour season begins, leading the list of qualifiers for 2018, based on total PBA Tour 

earnings for 2016 and 2017 as of Nov. 1, are defending champion EJ Tackett  followed by Jason 

http://xtraframe.com/
http://bit.ly/PBA60th_OfficialRules
http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd
http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeiOS


Belmonte, Anthony Simonsen,  Jesper Svensson, Dom Barrett, Tommy Jones, Marshall 
Kent  and Sean Rash.  

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: REGIONAL PRO GRAM RETURNS JAN. 19 -21  

PBAôs Regional tournament program returns to action in the PBA Central Region over the Jan. 19-21 

weekend with the PBA/PBA50 Don Vay Memorial Central Classic at Legend Lanes in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

  

ƀ The PBA South Region returns to action in February with the PBA and PBA50 Break Point Alley 
Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in Tavares, Fla., 

will host the doubleheader over the  Feb. 9-11 weekend. 
  

ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

new PBA app). 
   

Jason Belmonte Aims For PBA Major Titles Records in Upcoming  

PBA Tournament of Champions and Barbasol PBA Players Championship  

  

CHICAGO, Ill.  (Jan. 23,  2018)  - If he hasnôt already, Australian two-hander Jason Belmonte is most 

certainly on the verge of adding his name to a list of elite PBA icons.  

  

Belmonte concluded the 2017 PBA Tour season by winning the PBA World Championship at the age of 

34. With his victory over fellow two -hander Jesper Svensson of Sweden, 238-225, in the title match, the 
Australian star collected his ninth career major title and a record three in one season. He trails only PBA 

greats Earl Anthony and Pete Weber who are tied at the top of the all -time list of PBA major title winners 
with 10 each. 

  
Belmonteôs first assault on the majors record will come when the PBA Tournament of Champions ï PBAôs 

signature championship ï returns to its historic home at AMF Riviera Lanes in the Akron suburb of 

Fairlawn, Ohio, Feb. 5-11 with th e live ESPN finals airing Sunday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. ET. 
  

ñIôm honored to be one win away from arguably the two best bowlers who ever lived on the all-time 
majors list,ò Belmonte said after his World Championship win at the recent GEICO PBA World Series of 

Bowling IX. ñI donôt know how Iôll feel if I get to 10 majors, but Iôll tell you that winning No. 9 was a 

pretty good feeling.ò 

  

In all, Belmonteôs major wins make up more than half of his 16 career PBA Tour titles and include a 
record four USBC Masters titles (2013,  2014, 2015, 2017), two Tournament of Champions titles (2014, 

2015) and two Barbasol PBA Players Championship titles (2011, 2017) in addition to his World 
Championship crown. He is a U.S. Open title away from the PBA Triple Crown (U.S. Open, TOC and PBA 

World Championship, Grand Slam (Triple Crown plus Masters) and the ñSuper Slamò (Grand Slam plus 

Players Championship). A third TOC title would put him in elite company with PBA Hall of Famers Mike 
Durbin and Jason Couch, who are the only players to accomplish that feat.  

  
ñTo be in this position at this stage of my career is really something I couldnôt have dreamed of,ò 

Belmonte added. ñObviously, going forward my immediate goals are to surpass Earl and Pete but itôs not 

an easy task. 
  

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/


ñHaving won the Tournament of Champions and the Players Championship twice, Iôm going into those 
tournaments with confidence but to win a major is difficult for the simple reason they demand more from 

you than other tournaments.ò   
  

Entering his 10th Tour season, Belmonte also will have his eye on setting a record for shortest time to 

reach 10 major titles. He already owns the mark for shortest time span to win nine major titles. Since 
winning his first major in the 2011 Players Championship at age 27, Belmonte has won his nine major 

titles over a span of seven seasons (2011-17). It took Anthony 11 seasons to win his first nine majors 
since winning the 1973 PBA National Championship for his first major (1973-83), and it took Weber 26 

seasons to accomplish the same feat after win ning the 1987 Tournament of Champions in 1987 (1987-
2012). Both Weber, a right -handed bowler, and Anthony, a left -hander, would go on to win their 10th 

major titles in the next season they bowled.  

  
Belmonteôs success using his two-handed style has not been overlooked by the bowling world. His 

influence has created a legion of young bowlers who are taking up the two -handed delivery, and with 
increasing levels of success. 

  

ñI had no idea that the technique would become so popular,ò Belmonte said.  ñHowever, I understand 
that the more success I have ï and other two -handers as well ï it will create more and more awareness 

of the style and also intrigue for bowlers to try it. I believe the style is now seen not as just a gimmick 

style, but as a style to be taken seriously by fans, coaches and bowlers around the world.ò  

After the TOC, Belmonte will compete in the Go Bowling! 60th Anniversary Classic ï a standard PBA Tour 
event ï at Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis Feb. 13-18. He will then have another  opportunity t o win a 

major when the Barbasol PBA Players Championship, the second major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour 

season, returns to Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl in Columbus Feb. 19-25 with the finals airing 
live Sunday, Feb. 25 at 1 p.m. ET. The USBC Masters, U.S. Open and PBA World Championship will be 

held later in the year.  

  

BELMONTE MAJORS SUMMARY (through 2017 PBA World Championship)  

Career major tournaments: 40  

Career major titles: 9                   

Career major Top 5 finishes: 19                 

Career major Top 10 finishes: 28 

  

TOP 5 PBA MAJOR CHAMPIONS (with number of wins and age at last major win)  

Earl Anthony, 10 (last major win at age 46)                                       

Pete Weber, 10  (last major win at age 50)  

Jason Belmonte, 9 (won 2017 PBA World Championship at age 34) 

Mike Aulby, 8 (last major win at age 38)  

W.R. Williams Jr., 8 (last major win at age 50)  

  
Zaffino, White repeat as PBA/PBA50 Don Vay Memorial Doubles champions  

  

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio (Jan. 21, 2018)  ï Jeff Zaffino and partner Matt White, both of Warren, Pa., 

defeated Mike Llaneza of Columbus, Ohio and Zeke Bayt of Westerville, Ohio, 2-1, in a best-of-three-
game title match to successfully defend their Professional Bowlers Associationôs PBA/PBA50 Don Vay 

Memorial Central Doubles Classic title, presented by Columbia 300, at Legend Lanes Sunday. 
  

Teams in the PBA Central Regionôs first tournament of 2018 included one bowler age 50 or older, and one 

bowler under the age of 50. The title was the Zaff inoôs 28th and Whiteôs second. They also split a $4,000 
first prize. Zaffino and White won the 2017 event when they defeated PBA Hall of Famer Parker Bohn III 

of Jackson, N.J. and Patrick Allen of South Salem, N.Y., 2-0, in the title match.  



  
In this yearôs event, Zaffino and White downed Neil Kassel of Beavercreek, Ohio, and Matt Staninger of 

Highland, Ind., 2 -1, while Llaneza and Bayt blanked Dale Csuhta of Wadsworth, Ohio and Josh Conner of 
Columbus, Ohio, 2-0, in the best -of-three semifinal round to set  up the championship match. 

  

Llaneza and Bayt earned $1,000 each for second place while the Csuhta/Conner and Kassel/Staninger 
teams each earned $800 as semifinal round losers. 

  
The event drew a field of 46 teams.  

  
The next PBA Central Region event will be a PBA50 tournament in Canton, Ohio, March 2-4. 
  

PBA/PBA50 DON VAY MEMORIAL CENTRAL DOUBLES CLASSIC  

presented by Columbia 300  

Legend Lanes, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,  Sunday  
  

Championship (best of three games):  

s-Jeff Zaffino/Matt White, Warren, Pa ($4,000) def. z -Mike Llaneza, Columbus, Ohio/Zeke Bayt, 

Westerville, Ohio ($2,000), 482-333, 404-427, 472-352. 

  
Semifinal Round  (best of three games, losing teams eliminated and earned $1,600 each):  

Llaneza/Bayt def. z-Dale Csuhta, Wadsworth, Ohio/Josh Conner, Columbus, Ohio, 2-0. 
Zaffino/White def. s -Neil Kassel, Beavercreek, Ohio/Matt Staninger, Highland, Ind., 2-1. 

  

Round of 8 (best of five games, losing teams eliminated earned $1,300 each):  

Kassel/Staninger def. z-Bill Henson, Westerville, Ohio/n-Chad Roberts, Reynoldsburg, Ohio, 3-2. 

Csuhta/Conner def. def. z-Tom Baker, King, N.C./Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 3-2. 
Zaffino/White def. z-Harry Sullins, Chesterfield Twp., Mich./Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 3-2. 

Llaneza/Bayt def. s-Larry Verble, Mason, Mich./T.J. Schmidt, Mishawaka, Ind., 3-1. 
  

Round of 12 (best of five games, losing teams eliminated e arned $1,100 each):  

Zaffino/White def. s -n-Brian Buehler, Alliance, Ohio/Zac Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3 -2. 
Kassel/Staninger def. s-Dean Billings, Rootstown, Ohio/Joe Bailey, Wooster, Ohio, 3-2. 

Verble/Schmidt def. s-Brian Kretzer, Dayton, Ohio/Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 3-0. 
Csuhta/Conner def. z-Sam Maccarone, Williamstown, N.J./Matt OôGrady, Rahway, N.J., 3-2. 

  

n-denotes non-member; s-denotes PBA50 player; z-denotes PBA60 player 
  
  
, 
 
 
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

XTRA FRAME TO COVER EJ TACKETTôS BID FOR DHC PBA JAPAN INVITATIONAL REPEAT  

Led by defending champion EJ Tackett  and top qualifier  Jason Belmonte, t he PBA Tourôs top 10 

players based on 2017 earnings and four additional invitees are headed to Tokyo where Tackett will try 
for back-to-back DHC PBA Japan Invitational titles at Tokyo Port BowlSaturday and Sunday. 

  
The first event of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season will be covered from start to finish, live on 

PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel (visit xtraframe.tv for subscription information). The winner will 

earn US$45,000 and a PBA Tour title if he/she is a PBA member. 
  

https://maps.google.com/?q=Ohio,+3-2&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Avon,+Ohio,+3-2&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Wooster,+Ohio,+3-2&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=N.J.,+3-2&entry=gmail&source=g
http://xtraframe.tv/


PBA players in the field, in addition to Tackett and Belmonte, will be  Jesper Svensson , Marshall 
Kent , Rhino Page , Ryan Ciminelli , Anthon y Simonsen , Sean Rash , Yannaphon 

Larpapharat , Kyle Troup , Dom Barrett , Francois Lavoie , Parker Bohn III,Chris Bar nes  and Liz 
Johnson.  

  

The field also will include one Korean PBA player, invited by tournament sponsor DHC, and 32 Japanese 
bowlers. 

  
The 2018 tournament will feature a new format, with all 48 players bowling two six -game qualifying 

rounds on Saturday, Jan. 27 to cut the field to the top 16 for 16 games of head -to-head match play on 
Sunday. Xtra Frame coverage of the two qualifying rounds will begin at7:30 p.m.  Friday and 12:20 a.m. 
EST on Saturday. Head-to-head match play coverage begins at 6:20 and 10:40 p.m. EST Saturday. The 

top five after 28 games will advance to the stepladder finals  on Sunday beginning at 3:30 a.m. 

EST Sunday. 
  

L.A. X, NYC ANNOUNCE PLAYERS PROTECTED FOR PBA LEAGUE DRAFT 

Five teams have now declared their protected players for the 2018 PBA League season after L.A. X 

manager Andrew Cain  and NYC WTT Kingpins manager Carolyn Dorin -Ballard  disclosed their 

selections earlier this week. Each PBAL manager is allowed to retain up to three players from the teamôs 
2017 roster for the 2018 season. 
  
L.A. X will retain reigning PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte , Englandôs Stuart Williams  and 

Swedenôs Martin Larsen . Dorin-Ballardôs roster will return with original team member Pete Weber, 

Marshall Kent  and Australiaôs Sam Cooley.  
  
The last two managers to protect players from their 2017 rosters will be Motown Muscle manager  Del 
Ballard Jr.  and Brooklyn Styles manager Johnny Petraglia . Their selections will be announced next 

week. 
  
Players previously retained by their respective teams include the following:  
ƀ Dallas Strikers: Player-manager Norm Duke, Tommy Jones, Bill OôNeill; 
ƀ Portland Lumberjacks: Ryan Ciminelli,  Wes Malott,  Kyle Troup;  
ƀ Silver Lake Atom Splitters: Chris Barnes, Jesper Svensson, Tom Daugherty;  
ƀ Philadelphia Hitmen: Dom Barrett, Tom Smal lwood,  Ronnie Russell . 
  
The PBA League draft will take place on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodland Bowl in 
Indianapolis when managers will fill any open spots on their rosters. The draft will be live streamed on 

Xtra Frame. The draft order will b e reverse order of finish from last year, beginning with No. 8 Brooklyn 
followed by Motown, NYC, LA, Philadelphia, Silver Lake, Portland and Dallas. Players eligible to be drafted 

will consist of the top 75 PBA players on the National Tour/WBT earnings list for 2017 plus 2018 events 
through the PBA Tournament of Champions which ends Feb. 11. 
  
BARNES, BELMO, DUKE OR PDW? WHOôS NEXT TO CHALLENGE FOR WES MALOTTôS CROWN? 

PBA fans have narrowed the field of challengers theyôd like to see Wes Malott  face in his next King of 

Bowling challenge match to these four players: Chris Barnes, Jason Belmonte, Norm Duke  or Pete 
Weber.  

  

Malott, who has successfully retained his PBA King of Bowling crown since 2009 ï albeit with an interlude 
since the original series took place ï will take on his newest challenger on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at AMF 

Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio, in conjunction with PBA Tournament of Championsô return to the iconic 
bowling center. Based on fan voting on pba.com and Twitter between now and  Friday at 8 p.m. EST. 

  

http://pba.com/


To recap Malottôs seven consecutive title defenses, he defeated Barnes in the first King of Bowling event 
in 2009 at Kegel Training Center in Lake Wales, Fla., 268-214, in the one-game finale.  Malott 

subsequently won KOB matches against Patrick Allen, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Rh ino 
Page  and Parker Bohn III  before the KOB special event went into hiatus. When it returned in April 

2017, Malott rolled games of 238, 256 and 227 for a 721 three -game series at Bayside Bowl in Portland, 

Maine, to defeat EJ Tackett  and Belmonte, who recorded 664 and 640 series, respectively, in a three-
game total pinfall revival of the KOB special event. Malott made it seven in a row when he turned 

back Tommy Jones  in a best-of-three-game match at FireLake Bowling Center in Shawnee, Okla., in 
late June 2017,200-278, 258-238, 212-204. 

  
Will PBA fans vote for a re-match with Barnes or Belmonte? Or will they vote to see if Malott can add 

Duke or PDW to his list of victims? Weôll find out on  Monday, Jan. 29. 

  
NEW CP3 PBA CELEBRITY INVITATIONAL RED CARPET INTE RVIEWS DEBUT ON YOUTUBE  

Prior to the telecast of the 2018 State Farm CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by GoBowling.com, 
on ESPN on Super Bowl Sunday at 2 p.m. EST, PBAôs YouTube channel is posting a series of red carpet 

interviews from the special event. Interviews on tap include: Terrell Owens , Jan. 29; Pete Weber , Jan. 

30; Oscar Nunez , Jan. 31; Mookie Betts , Feb. 2 and Bill OôNeill, Feb. 3. 
  

Already available on YouTube are interviews with tournament host  Chris Paul; Norm Duke ; Sean 
Rash ; James Harden ;  EJ Tackett  and DJ Archer . To view all of the CP3 red carpet interviews, or any 

of dozens of other PBA video clips, visit:https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn. 
  

CHRIS BARNES OFFERS ñPBA PLAYERôS PERSPECTIVEò ON 2015 DHC JAPAN VICTORY 

Newly-elected PBA Hall of Famer Chris Barnes  will provide insight into his victory in the 2015 DHC PBA 
Japan Invitational as part of the PBAôs ongoing series of PBA Playerôs Perspective interviews.  Barnes will 

weigh in on his 18th career title beginning today in the newest edition of PBA Playerôs Perspective on Xtra 
Frame. 

  

The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series presents a new inside look at PBA competition every Thursday, 
followed a week later by availability of the exclusive interview on PBAôs YouTube channel. Recent 

Perspectiveôs posted on Xtra Frame and YouTube include Pete Weber re-living his emotional victory in the 
2012 U.S. Open and Rhino Page ôs insights into his personal breakthrough in winning the 2017 Xtra Frame 

Kenn-Feld Group Classic in Clearwater, Ohio. Additional perspectives will be announced in the coming 

weeks. 
  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for seven days, a full month or a 12 -month Xtra Frame 
Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: ZAFFINO, WHITE REPEAT AS DON VAY DOUBLES CHAMPS 

Jeff Zaffino  and partner Matt White , both of Warren, Pa., defeated Mike Llaneza  of Columbus, Ohio 

and Zeke Bayt  of Westerville, Ohio, 2-1, in a best-of-three-game title match to successfully defend their 
PBA/PBA50 Don Vay Memorial Central Doubles Classic title, presented by Columbia 300, at Legend Lanes 

in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,  Sunday. 
  

The title in the PBA Regional programôs first event of 2018 was Zaffinoôs 28th and Whiteôs second. They 

also split a $4,000 first prize. Zaffino and White won the 20 17 event when they defeated PBA Hall of 
Famer Parker Bohn III  of Jackson, N.J. and Patrick Allen  of South Salem, N.Y., 2-0, in the title 

match. 
  

In this yearôs event, Zaffino and White downed Neil Kassel  of Beavercreek, Ohio, and Matt 
Staninger  of Highland, Ind., 2 -1, while Llaneza and Bayt blanked Dale Csu hta  of Wadsworth, Ohio 

https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn
http://xtraframe.com/


and Josh Conner  of Columbus, 2-0, in the best -of-three semifinal round to set up the championship 
match. 

  
ƀ The PBA South Region returns to action in February with the PBA and PBA50 Break Point Alley 

Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in Tavares, Fla., 

will host the doubleheader over the  Feb. 9-11 weekend. 
  

ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 
Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
new PBA app). 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Simonsen Leads Top 16 DHC PBA Japan Invitational Qualifiers into Match Play  

Defending champion E.J. Tackett advances to match play in 10th place 

  

TOKYO, Japan (Jan. 27, 2018)  ï Three weeks after celebrating his 21st birthday, Ant hony Simonsen 
of Austin, Texas, averaged 227 for his 12 qualifying games Saturday at Tokyo Port Bowl to lead the field 

of 16 finalists into  Sundayôs match play finals of the DHC PBA Japan Invitational, the first tournament of 
the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season. 

  

Simonsen, a three-time PBA Tour titlist, rolled games of 200, 215, 231, 243, 244, 248, 211, 218, 245, 
229 and 238 in Saturdayôs two six-game qualifying rounds for a total of 2,724 pins and an 83 -pin lead 

over Ryan Ciminelli of Clarence, N.Y. Reigning PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte of Australia was in 
third place, seven pins behind Ciminelli, and defending DHC PBA Japan Invitational champion EJ Tackett 

of Huntington, Ind., advanced to match play in 10th place, 156 pins behind Simonsen.  

  
Simonsen, who has been bowling abroad for the past month, said he arrived in Japan full of confidence.  

  
ñThis is my fourth tournament internationally in the last month,ò the Texas two-handed player said. ñI 

bowled an event in Ireland last week and was fortun ate to walk away with a win.  I also won an event in 
Korea in late December so I feel like Iôm definitely on my game right now and looking forward to 

extending my winning streak this week.ò 

  
The PBA is providing live coverage of the DHC PBA Japan Invitational on its video streaming service, Xtra 

Frame. Two eight-game round-robin match play rounds will air at  6:20 and 10:40 p.m. EST today 
followed by the five -player stepladder finals at 3:30 a.m. EST Sunday. 

  

For fans who prefer a more convenient time to wa tch, each XF segment from Japan will be available on 
demand in Xtra Frameôs ñWhatôs Newò section within approximately an hour of the live stream, and in the 

XF archives shortly thereafter. 
  

Xtra Frame subscriptions are available in a variety of packages: three-day ($3.99), 30 -day ($7.99) and 
Xtra Frame Season Ticket (a full-yearôs coverage at an average cost of $1.25 per week). Subscriptions are 

available by visiting ñxtraframe.tvò and clicking on the ñsubscribe nowò link. New monthly or Season 

Ticket subscribers are automatically entered into PBAôs monthly sweepstakes where they have chances to 
win a new high-performance bowling ball from Brunswick, DV8 or MOTIV. 

  
DHC PBA JAPAN INVITATIONAL  
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Tokyo Port Bowl,  Tokyo, Japan,  Saturday  

  

Final Qualifying Ro und Standings (after 12 games; top 16 advanced to round -robin match 
play; top five after 28 games advance to stepladder finals):  

1, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 2,724. 
2, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 2,641. 

3, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 2,634. 

4, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 2,630. 
5, Rhino Page, Orlando, 2,626. 

6, Dom Barrett, England, 2,620. 
7, Shuichi Heki, Japan, 2,582. 

8, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 2,581. 
9, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 2,578. 

10, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 2,566.  
11, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 2,555.  

12, An Junsang, South Korea, 2,543. 

13, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 2,540. 
14, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 2,536. 

15, n-Yuhi Shinbata, Japan, 2,534. 
16, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 2,524. 

Failed to advance:  
17, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 2,504. 

18, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 2,492. 

19, n-Tomoyuki Sasaki, Japan, 2,490. 
20, w-Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 2,488. 

21, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 2,460. 
22, n-Yuta Saito, Japan, 2,432. 

23, Kiyohito Komori, Japan, 2,406. 
24, Nobuhito Fujii, Japan, 2,371. 

25, w-Yuki Akiyoshi, Japan, 2,368. 
26, n-w-Yuri Sato, Japan, 2,365. 

27, n-Iwao Mori, Japan, 2,360. 

28, n-Yuki Murahama, Japan, 2,345. 
29, Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 2,329. 

30, w-Hiroko Shimizu, Japan, 2,325. 
31, Hiroki Takada, Japan, 2,317. 

32, Junichi Yajima, Japan, 2,303. 
33, n-Kosuke Shirai, Japan, 2,296. 

34, w-Hiromi Matsunaga, Japan, 2,289. 
35, n-Takahiro Sato, Japan, 2,278. 

36, n-w-Kana Minowa, Japan, 2,260. 

37, n-Atsushi Ibuki, Japan, 2,257.  
38, n-Hiroki Nakane, Japan, 2,256. 

39, n-Masaki Noda, Japan, 2,243. 
40, n-w-Misaki Mukotani, Japan, 2,237. 

41, w-Akiko Suzuki, Japan, 2,231. 
42, n-w-Manae Kameshima, Japan, 2,224. 

43, n-Arifumi Higa, Japan, 2,192. 
44, n-w-Mirai Tanihara, Japan, 2,190. 

45, n-Akira Watanabe, Japan, 2,167. 

46, w-Nana Iida, Japan, 2,153. 
47, Shota Amakasu, Japan, 2,143. 

48, n-Akifumi Matsushita, Japan, 2,070. 

  

w-denotes woman; n-denotes non-PBA member. 
 



 
Englandôs Dom Barrett Wins DHC PBA Japan Invitational  

British star wins sixth title in opening event of 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season; TOC is next 
  

TOKYO, Japan (Jan. 28, 2018)  ï Englandôs Dom Barrett defeated Kyle Troup of Taylorsville, 
N.C.,  267-204, to win the DHC PBA Japan Invitational, the first tournament of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA 

Tour season, at Tokyo Port Bowl on Sunday. 

  
For Barrett, the title was the sixth of his Professional Bowlers Association career and came on the heels of 

a less-than-memorable start to his 2018 season while competing in non-PBA events in Europe. 
  

ñI just finished bowling in Sweden and Finland,ò he said. ñI physically felt good but I didnôt get anywhere, 

so I was looking forward to this week.  Japan is very special. You have to qualify to be here and there is a 
lot of h istory with this event.  I led it two years ago and (PBA Hall of Famer) Amleto (Monacelli) beat me, 

so it was great to have another go at it.ò 

  

Barrett, who earned 5 million Japanese yen (roughly $46,000 US dollars), jumped into the tournament 
lead with a strong opening eight-game match play round. Troup, trying for his third PBA Tour title, 

overtook Barrett in the second round of match play, but Barrett defeated Troup in the final position round 

match to regain the top berth for the stepladder finals where  he ran away from the Amer ican two-handed 
player. 

  
Qualifying leader Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas, started the stepladder finals with a 248-244 win 

over Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash. He then eliminated Japanese star Shota Kawazoe, 278-257, before 

losing to Troup in the semif inal match, 227-180. 
  

The PBA provided live coverage of the DHC PBA Japan Invitational on its video streaming service, Xtra 
Frame, and will continue its live streaming service when the Tour opens its mainland U.S. schedule with 

the PBA Tournament of Champions at AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio, Feb. 7-11. A Tournament of 

Champions pre-tournament qualifier precedes the start of the TOC on  Feb. 5. 
  

Xtra Frame subscriptions are available in a variety of packages: three-day ($3.99), 30-day ($7.99) and 
Xtra Frame Season Ticket (a full-yearôs coverage at an average cost of $1.25 per week). Subscriptions are 

available by visiting ñxtraframe.tvò and clicking on the ñsubscribe nowò link. New monthly or Season 
Ticket subscribers are automatically entered into PBAôs monthly sweepstakes where they have chances to 

win a new high-performance bowling ball from Brunswick, DV8 or MOTIV. 

  
DHC PBA JAPAN INVITATIONAL  

Tokyo Port Bowl, Tokyo, Japan,  Sunday  

  

Final Standings  

1, Dom Barrett, England, $46,000. 
2, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., $23,000. 

3, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, $11,500. 
4, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, $9,210. 

5, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., $7,370. 
  

Stepladder Results  

Match One ï Simonsen def. Kent, 248-244. 
Match Two ï Simonsen def. Kawazoe, 278-257. 

Semifinal Match ï Troup def. Simonsen, 227-180. 
Championship ï Barrett def. Troup, 267 -204. 

  

http://xtraframe.tv/


Final Match Play Standings (after 28 games, including match play bonus pins)  

1, Barrett, 12-4, 6,522. 

2, Troup, 11-5, 6,518. 
3, Kawazoe, Japan, 11-5, 6,453. 

4, Simonsen, 4-12, 6,315. 

5, Kent, 9-7, 6,314. 
6, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 9-7, 6,304, $4,235.  

7, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 7-9, 6,261, $4,050.  
8, An Junsang, South Korea, 10-6, 6,258, $3,865. 

9, Rhino Page, Orlando, 7-9, 6,225, $3,685.  
10, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 9-7, 6,213, $3,405.  

11, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 6-10, 6,140, $3,225.  

12, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 8-8, 6,123, $3,040.  
13, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 7-8-1, 6,094, $2,855. 

14, Shuichi Heki, Japan, 8-8, 6,016, $2,670.  
15, n-Yuhi Shinbata, Japan, 5-11, 6,004, $2,485. 

16, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 4 -11-1, 5,972, $2,300.  

  
n-denotes non-PBA member. 

  
 

53rd PBA Tournament of Champions Storylines  
Historic AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio to host seasonôs first 

Go Bowling! PBA Tour major championship Feb. 5-11 
  
FAIRLAWN, Ohio  (Jan. 29, 2018) - - As host of the Professional Bowlers Association Tournament of 
Champions from 1966 to 1994, AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio has been the scene of some of the 
most memorable moments in PBA history. 
  
That tradition will resume when AMF Riviera Lanes hosts the return of the PBAôs signature 
tournament Feb. 5-11 after a 24-year absence. The first major championship of the 2018 Go Bowling! 
PBA Tour 60th Anniversary season will culminate with a live ESPN finals telecastSunday, Feb. 11 at 1 
p.m. EST. 
  
The 2018 TOC will feature an expected field of 80 PBA champions, including defending champion EJ 
Tackett of Huntington, I nd., who will battle for one of the most prestigious titles in the sport.  
  
In addition to the tournamentôs return to Fairlawn, Jason Belmonteôs quest for a record-tying 10th major 
title, Liz Johnsonôs attempt to become the second woman to win the event, and the return of PBA greats 
Pete Weber and Walter Ray Williams Jr. to write another chapter in their storied careers are just a few of 
the compelling storylines for this yearôs event. 

  
All preliminary rounds will be streamed live via the PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For Xtra 
Frame subscription and schedule information visit http://www.xtraframe.tv/pba/  
  
Hereôs a look at some of the major storylines for the 53rd PBA Tournament of Champions: 
  
TOC returns to traditional home:  AMF Riviera Lanes hosts the return of the PBAôs signature 

tournament after a 24 -year absence. The first major championship of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour 

60th Anniversary season will culminate with a live ESPN finals telecastSunday, Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. EST. 
When the TOC was last held at AMF Riviera Lanes in 1994, PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke won the event 

with a 217-184 victory over Eric Forkel. 
  

http://www.xtraframe.tv/pba/


TOC is a tournament for champions only:  The 2018 TOC will include an exclusive field of PBA 
champions. In order to be eligible, a player must be a PBA member who has won a PBA Tour, PBA 

Regional, PBA50 Tour, PBA Regional, or PBA Womenôs Series title. 
  
Four - time GEICO Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte will  try  for another 

milestone in PBA history:  With nine PBA major wins to his credit, the 2017 GEICO Chris Schenkel PBA 
Player of the Year, is one major title away from tying PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber and Earl Anthony 

for the most the all -time major wins with 10. The 34-year-old two-hander from Australia will be trying for 
his third TOC win after winning back-to-back in 2014 and 2015. Entering his 10th Tour season, Belmonte 

will also have his eye on setting a new mark for shortest time to reach 10 major ti tles. He has already set 
the mark for shortest time to win nine major titles (six seasons). A win would also put Belmonte in the 

exclusive three-time winners club joining Mike Durbin and Jason Couch. 
  
EJ Tackett is defending champion:  2016 Player of the Year EJ Tackett of Huntington, Ind., will 

defend his title in the hopes of becoming the first player since Belmonte to win the TOC in back -to-back 
seasons (2014 and 2015). Tackett, a nine-time Tour winner, won the 2017 TOC in Shawnee, Okla., by 

defeating Tommy Jones, 208-203, in the title match.  
  
Pete Weber tries for a record 11th major and third TOC title:  PBA Hall of Famer Pete Weber won 

the 2013 Tournament of Champions to tie Earl Anthony for most PBA major titles (10) and became the 
only player to win PBAôs Triple Crown (Tournament of Champions, U.S. Open and World Championship) 

twice. At age 50, the 37 -time PBA Tour winner also became the oldest player to win the TOC. If he wins, 
Weber would also join Mike Durbin and Jason Couch as three-time TOC winners. 
  
Other two -handers in the field:  While Jason Belmonte brought the unique two-handed delivery to 
prominence in his rookie season in 2009, five other players who have enjoyed success on the PBA Tour 

using the two-handed technique will also be competing. They include 2016 TOC champion Jesper 
Svensson of Sweden; five-time tour winner Osku Palermaa of Finland, three-time Tour champion Anthony 

Simonsen of Austin, Texas; two-time Tour winner Kyle Troup of Taylorsville, N.C. and Shawn Maldonado 

of Houston. At age 20, Svensson became the youngest TOC champion and at age 22, he is the youngest 
player to reach seven PBA Tour titles. At age 19, Simonsen won the 2016 USBC Masters to become the 

youngest player to win a major title.  
  
TOC past winners  entere d:  Past champions entered include defending champion EJ Tackett (2017), 

Jesper Svensson (2016), Jason Belmonte (2014, 2015); PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber (1987, 2013), 
Norm Duke (1994), Johnny Petraglia (1971), Chris Barnes (2006), and future Hall of Famers Sean Rash 

(2012) and Tommy Jones (2007). 
  
Walter Ray Williams Jr. still trying for a TOC title:  Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams Jr. has 
accomplished nearly everything there is to accomplish in PBA competition except winning the 

Tournament of Champions. A TOC title would make the all-time titles leader (47) the seventh player to 

complete the PBA Triple Crown (titles in the U.S. Open, PBA World Championship and TOC), and the third 
player in history to complete the PBA ñGrand Slamò (titles in the U.S. Open, PBA World Championship, 

TOC and USBC Masters). Mike Aulby and Norm Duke are the only players who have completed the Grand 
Slam. 
  
An historic event for women:  Kelly Kulick made sports history in 2010 by becoming the first woman 
ever to win a PBA Tour event when she won the TOC in Las Vegas. USBC Hall of Famer Liz Johnson will 

make her bid to become the second woman to win the TOC in this yearôs event. Johnson became the 
second woman to win a PBA Tour tournament when she captured the 2017 PBA Chameleon 

Championship which was part of GEICO PBA World Series of Bowling IX in Reno, Nev. 
  



Hall of Famer Johnny Petraglia to compete in final TOC:  Another one of PBAôs all-time greats, 14-
time PBA Tour champion and 1971 TOC champion Johnny Petraglia will compete in his final TOC. The 70-

year-old Petraglia is the only player in PBA history to win a national tour title (PBA Tour or PBA50 Tour) in 
six different decades. 
  
International field:  Nine countries are represented in the TOC field ï Australia, Canada, Colombia, 
England, Finland, Sweden, Thailand, Venezuela, and the U.S. 
  
TOC began in Indianapolis in 1962:  Joe Joseph won the inaugural TOC at Play Bowl in Indianapolis 

with a two -game 480 pinfall total in 1962. Billy Golembiewski was second with 416 pins and Hall of Famer 
Carmen Salvino finished third with 409 in the two -game total pinfall championship round.  
  
TOC admission and pro -am information:  Spectator passes for the TOC pre-tournament qualifier 
on Feb. 5 and the official practice session on Feb. 6 are $10. Spectator passes for qualifying and match 

play rounds Feb. 7-9 range from $15-$20 with all -day passes available for $20 and $30. Tickets for the 
stepladder finals range from $30-$50, if purchased in advance online at www.pba.com/tickets , and $50-

$70 if purchased at the door. Tickets for all preliminary rounds will be available at the door.  
  
Grassroots league bowlers who would like to participate in the TOC pro-am will have three opportunities 

on Saturday, Feb. 10. Squads will bowl at  noon, 3 and 6 p.m.  For pro-am entry information, contact AMF 
Riviera Lanes at 330-836-7985. 
  
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS SCHEDULE  
AMF Riviera Lanes, F airlawn, Ohio,  Feb. 5 -11  (all times E astern)  
  
Monday, February 5  
3 p.m. - Pre-Tournament Qualifier (8 games) 
  
Tuesday, February 6  
2 p.m. -  Practice Session 
6:30 p.m.  ï King of Bowling exhibition match 
  
Wednesday, February 7  
11 a.m. - Qualifying Round 1 (6 games) 
  6 p.m. - Qualifying Round 2 (6 games) 
  
Thursday, February 8   
11 a.m. -  Qualifying Round 3 (6 games) 
  6 p.m. - Match Play Round 1 (8 games) 
  
Friday, February 9  
11 a.m. - Match Play Round 2 (8 games) 
  6 p.m. - Match Play Round 3 (8 games) 
  
Saturday, February 10  
Noon, 3 p.m.,  6 p.m. ï Pro-am squads 
  
Sunday, February 11  
1 p.m. - ESPN Stepladder Finals 
  
Advance tickets for stepladder finals are available by visiting www.pba.com/tickets . Contact AMF Riviera 

Lanes at (330) 836-7985 for additional ticket and pro -am entry information or 
visit RivieraLanes@amf.com 

http://www.pba.com/tickets
tel:(330)%20836-7985
http://www.pba.com/tickets
tel:(330)%20836-7985
mailto:RivieraLanes@amf.com


 
 

 
 

Belmonte Vs. Malott PBA King of Bowling Match Set for Faceboo k Live  

Fans vote for Australian star to challenge for KOB crown in re-match on February 6 in Fairlawn, Ohio 

  

CHICAGO (Jan. 29, 2018) ï Professional Bowlers Association fans have selected Australiaôs Jason 
Belmonte, a four-time PBA Player of the Year, to try to end Wes Malottôs reign as PBA King of Bowling in 

a ground-breaking live streaming event on Facebook Live onTuesday, Feb. 6, from AMF Riviera Lanes in 
Fairlawn, Ohio, kicking off the return of the PBA Tournament of Champions week to the historic bowli ng 

center in suburban Akron. 

  
The best-of-three-game match will be available simply by visiting the PBAôs page on Facebook 

(https://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation/) at  6:30 p.m. EST on Feb. 6. The special 
event will be the first PBA event to air exclusively on Facebook Live. The event will be produced by the 

PBA staff with PBA Hall of Famer Marshall Holman, newly-elected PBA Hall of Famer Chris Barnes and 
PBA Tour champion Rhino Page calling the action. 

  

ñThe PBA has been steadily improving its presence on Facebook with an increase in video highlights and 
live press conferences on our page, which is up to 200,000 followers and had more than four million 

video views during the recent WSOB alone,ò said PBA CEO and Commissioner Tom Clark in announcing 
the new Facebook Live relationship. ñTaking this next step to a live event shown in its entirety, and 

working with the sports team at Facebook to make it happen,  is exciting for the PBA as we navigate into 

our 60th Anniversary season. 
  

ñThe PBA has always been on the cutting edge of presentation platforms for the greatest bowlers in the 
world, from national broadcast TV on ABC starting in 1962 to cable TV on ESPN starting in 1979 to direct -

to-consumer streaming video of events on Strike Pass and Xtra Frame since 2001,ò he continued. ñThis 

next foray for the PBA Network ï presenting a live event in its entirety on the Facebook platform ï is 
another exciting step in providing our fans with diverse, comprehensive access to our players and to PBA 

competition at all levels.  
  

ñThe PBA King of Bowling and the incredible run by Wes Malott has proven to be a popular series, with 
unprecedented access for viewers to the players in an intense one-on-one setting. We expect to have the 

most-watched bowling event in Facebook history on February 6.ò 

  
Belmonte, a 16-time PBA Tour champion and the reigning GEICO Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year 

after winning an unprecedented three major championships in 2017, was selected as Malottôs opponent in 
fan voting conducted on pba.com and Twitter. He narrowly out -polled PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber 

and Norm Duke, and Barnes ï all TOC title holders. 

  
Belmonte will be the first player in the King of Bowling series, which got its start in 2009, to face Malott 

for a second time. In April 2017,  Malott posted a 721 three-game series at Bayside Bowl in Portland, 
Maine, to defeat EJ Tackett and Belmonte, who recorded 664 and 640 series, respectively, in a three-

game total pinfall match. In eight title -defense matches thus far, Malott has never lost, defeating 
Barnes, Patrick Allen, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Rhino Page, Parker Bohn III, Tackett/Belmonte and, most 

recently, Tommy Jones. 

  
The King of Bowling match will unofficially kick off the PBA Tournament of Championsô return to AMF 

Riviera Lanes for the first time since 1994. Qualifying and match play rounds will be held  on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday leading into Sundayôs live ESPN finals at 1 p.m. EST. All preliminary 

rounds will be live streamed on PBAôs Xtra Frame (visit xtraframe.tv  for subscription information).  

https://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation/
http://pba.com/
http://xtraframe.tv/


Winning at Woodland Bowl in Ind ianapolis has Special Appeal to PBA Players  

Three Indiana players would like to earn a banner in ñBeer Thirtyò lounge 

  
INDIANAPOLIS (Jan. 30, 2018) ï Every time Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis hosts a new Professional 

Bowlers Association tournament, it adds another chapter to its remarkable history as bowlingôs most 
versatile host bowling center, and it isnôt just prize money and a title that attracts bowlers from around 

the world.  

  
A lesser-known reality for Woodland Bowlôs PBA champions is that they earn a banner for permanent 

display in the centerôs ñBeer Thirtyò lounge, an unusual ñhall of fameò that commemorates an elite group 
of bowlers who have won titles in the only bowling center in the world that has hosted every different 

PBA major championship over the years, in addition to a number of other significant non -professional 

tournaments. There are currently 40 banners hanging in ñBeer Thirty,ò including 38 representing players 
who have won titles at Woodland, plus one for PBA legend and Indianapolis native Dick Weber, and 

another for PBA veteran Ryan Shafer, celebrating a 300 game he rolled at the center. 
  

Beer Thirty got its name because it offers 30 different kinds of beer, according to General Manager Jim 

Doty, and ñbecause itôs time for a beer at 5 oôclock somewhereéò 

  

The newest banner winner could be the GoBowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic champion, if that player 
has not previously won at Woodland. The tournament will be part of a week celebrating PBAôs first 60 

years, and it has attracted a world-class field. 
  

Among the players already entered, in addition to international bowlers from 17 different countries, are 

three PBA Tour winners from Indiana who would very much like to add their own banners to the Beer 
Thirty lounge collection: 25 -year-old nine-time PBA Tour winner EJ Tackett of Huntington who also is one 

of five bowlers who have both PBA Rookie of the Year (2013) and Player of the Year (2016) honors; 38 -
year-old four-time PBA titlist Ronnie Russell of Marion, and 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders, an 

Evansville native now living in Indianapolis. Sanders won his first PBA Tour title during his rookie season. 

  
The new PBA tournament, which is part of the Go Bowling! PBA Tour schedule in 2018, is open to all PBA 

members. That will include players who have bowled in events hosted by Woodland Bowl ever since it 
opened, and others who have never set foot in th e iconic center. The 60th Anniversary Classic will begin 

on Tuesday, Feb. 13, and conclude on Sunday, Feb. 18, when ESPN will televise the stepladder finals live 
at 1 p.m. EDT. 

  

Among the players already entered in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic are PBA Hall of 
Famers Parker Bohn III, Norm Duke, 70-year-old Johnny Petraglia, 84-year-old Carmen Salvino and PBAôs 

all-time titles leader, Walter Ray Williams Jr., plus Chris Barnes and Ron Mohr who will join the Hall of 
Fame at weekôs end.  

  

As part of the festive week, the PBAôs 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner will include its 2018 PBA Hall 
of Fame induction ceremonies on Saturday, Feb. 17, at the Marriott North in Indianapolis. The late Don 

Mitchell, the founder of the Royal Pin Leisure Centers chain that includes Woodland Bowl, will be inducted 
into the PBA Hall of Fame along with Barnes, an 18-time PBA Tour champion from Double Oak, Texas, 

and Mohr, a PBA50 Tour star from Las Vegas. 

  
Earlier Saturday, the PBA will hold its 2018 PBA League Draft at Woodland Bowl where the eight team 

managers will select two players each to complete their rosters for the PBA League Elias Cup competition 
in Portland, Maine, in April. 

  
ñWeôre honored to have Woodland Bowl chosen to host this very meaningful event,ò said Doty, Royal Pin 

Entertainmentôs General Manager. ñOur long association with the Professional Bowlers Association has 



been a labor of love that brings back memories of past events that include many hall of fame members 
who have competed at Woodland Bowl.ò 

  
Admission tickets for the GoBowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic can be purchased in advance online 

(https://www.eventbrite.com/e/go -bowling-pba-60th-anniversary-classic-tickets-37388770820) or at the 

door. To purchase tickets for the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner, 
visit:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/go -bowling-pba-60th-anniversary-classic-tickets-

37388770820#tickets . 
  

Indianapolis area amateur bowlers who would like to bowl in the pro -am event on Saturday, Feb. 17, 
should call Woodland Bowl for details: 317-844-4099. 

  

All qualifying and match play rounds of the PBA 60th Anniversary Classic, plus the entire PBA 60th 
Anniversary Celebration Dinner and hall of fame inductions, plus the PBA League Draft, will be live 

streamed by PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. To subscribe to Xtra Frame, visit xtraframe.tv . 
Three-day, 30-day and 12-month subscription packages are available. 

    

 

SUNDAY ON ESPN: Ninth State Farm ®  CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational 
presented by Go Bowling! at 2 p.m. EST  
  
CONROE, Texas (Jan. 30, 2018)  ï Houston Rockets All-Star guard and tournament host  Chris 

Paul  will try to defend his doubles title with a new partner in the Ninth State Farm ®  CP3 PBA Celebrity 
Invitational presented by Go Bowling! Super Bowl Sunday at 2 p.m. ESTon ESPN. 
  
Paul will be joined by several celebrities and PBA Tour stars who will compete in the multi-format event 

contested at Bowlero The Woodlands in Conroe, Texas which benefits the Chris Paul Family Foundation, a 

non-profit organization dedicated to promoting youth, educatio n, health, sports and social responsibility. 
  
In addition to Paul, who is the defending champion of the doubles event (with PBA partner Chris Barnes), 
other participating celebrities include former NFL All-Pro and former Celebrity Invitational winner  Terr ell 

Owens , Boston Red Sox All-Star outfielder Mookie Betts,  andPaulôs All-Star Rockets teammate James 

Harden.  
  
The alternate ball doubles format event will feature the following teams:  
ƀ Paul and PBA Hall of Famer and 38-time Tour winner Norm Duke  
ƀ Betts and eight-time Tour winner  Bill OôNeill 
ƀ Owens and PBA Hall of Famer and 37-time Tour winner  Pete Weber  
ƀ Harden and 2016 PBA Player of the Year EJ Tackett  
  
Betts will be a threat for  the title with partner OôNeill after having bowled a 300 game in the Pepsi PBA 

Scorpion Championship presented by GoBowling!, which was part of the GEICO PBA World Series of 
Bowling IX in November. 
  
The telecast will also include a Baker format team competition with Paul, Harden, Houston Rockets 
forward Trevor Ariza,  two-time Tour winner  DJ Archer  and fellow Texas PBA star Dino 

Castillo  making up the Houston Strong team against Betts, Owens, 12-time Tour winner  Sean Rash , 
and 2017 Teen Masters representatives Hannah Diem  and Logan Harvey  making up the Bowlero All-

Stars team. In Baker team competition, each player will bowl two frames to complete the game.  
  
In the third event of the telecast, all of the celebrities, plus actor/comedian  Oscar Nunez  and Rockets 

guard Bobby Brown,  take part in the Go Bowling! Celebrity Super Clash, a one-ball sudden-death 
shootout where the player with the lowest pinfall per frame is eliminated.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/go-bowling-pba-60th-anniversary-classic-tickets-37388770820
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/go-bowling-pba-60th-anniversary-classic-tickets-37388770820#tickets
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/go-bowling-pba-60th-anniversary-classic-tickets-37388770820#tickets
tel:(317)%20844-4099
http://xtraframe.tv/


  
PBAôs ñBig Februaryò continues on ESPN with three consecutive live Go Bowling! PBA 

Tour Sunday telecasts at 1 p.m. ET, beginning with the PBA Tournament of Champions on Feb. 11; the 
Go Bowling! 60th Anniversary Classic, Feb. 18, and the Barbasol PBA Players Championship, Feb. 25. 
  
CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational Past Winners:  
2017 ï Chris Barnes/Chris Paul 
2016 ï Pete Weber/Terrell Owens 
2015 ï Ronnie Russell/French Montana 
2013 ï Chris Barnes/Chris Hardwick 
2012 ï Pete Weber/Jerry Ferrara/Blake Griffin 
2011 ï Jason Belmonte/Chris Paul 
2010 ï Jason Belmonte/Chris Paul 
2009 ï Jason Couch/LeBron James 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

SUPER FEBRUARY SCHEDULE: PERFECT TIME TO TEST-DRIVE PBAôS XTRA FRAME COVERAGE 

If youôre a bowling fan who has been thinking about giving PBAôs Xtra Frame live streaming service a try, 
youôll never have a better opportunity than signing up for the $7.99, 30 -day subscription package by 

February 1. 
  

The February series of PBA events scheduled to air on Xtra Frame includes all of the preliminary rounds 

of two majors and two non -majors, the 2018 PBA League Draft and the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration 
Dinner, which will include the PBA Hall of Fame induction ceremonies and presentation of awards to 2017 

PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte , Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders , Steve Nagy Sportsmanship 
Award winner Chris Loschetter  and PBA Tony Reyes Memorial Community Service Award winner Del 

Ballard Jr.  The Pre-Tournament Qualifier for the PBA Tournament of Champions also will be covered 

on Feb. 5 from AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio. 
  

The 30-day subscription package schedule includes the TOC PTQ (Feb. 5), qualifying and match play 
rounds of the PBA Tournament of Champions (Feb. 7-9), the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic 

(Feb. 13-16), and the Barbasol PBA Players Championship and the Mark Roth-Marshall Holman PBA 
Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com (Feb. 20-23). The 2018 PBA League Draft will air on 

Xtra Frame on Saturday, Feb. 17, at 10:30 a.m., and the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner will be 

covered Saturday evening beginning at 6:30 p.m.  All times are Eastern. 
  

As a 30-day subscriber, you also can access all of Xtra Frameôs extensive archives including first-look at 
the new series of PBA Playerôs Perspectives, and previous events you may have missed (including the 

just-completed DHC PBA Japan Invitational that aired in the early morni ng hours in the U.S.).  

  
While modern technology allows fans to watch Xtra Frame on their smartphones (sign up for a free app 

at Google Play or the Apple App store) as well as on their computers, itôs also easy to hook up casting 
video devices to stream Xtra Frameôs high-def content to your big -screen television set. 

  
Xtra Frame also offers a low-cost three-day subscription for fans who want to watch a specific weekend 

event for $3.99, or a full -year Season Ticket that covers a full 12 months for about $1.25 a week. 

Complete information and enrollment information is available by visiting xtraframe.tv . 
  

Beyond Xtra Frame, the PBA Network offers fans a wide series of options to follow the action coming in 
February and later in 2018 including:  

ƀ Game-by-game live scoring on PBA.com; 

ƀ Daily news releases for each day of competition on PBA.com; 

ƀ Post-tournament photo galleries on PBA.com; 

http://xtraframe.tv/


ƀ Updates on PBAôs social media channels including Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation), Twitter (@pbatour) and Instagram (pbatour).  

ƀ Recaps, video clips and interviews on PBAôs YouTube channel; 
ƀ Individual player insights on their own Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts.  

  

For Facebook users, recent changes may make it much easier to keep the PBA at the top of your news 
feed. Using your laptop or PC, visit the PBA home page using the link above. Click on the ñfollowingò 

button and hover over ñsee firstò and click that. From a mobile device, find ñfollowò or ñfollowingò under 
the cover photo, press it and click on ñsee first.ò Either of those steps should bring PBA news to the 

forefront on your digital news feed. 
  

MOTOWN, BROOKLYN ANNOUNCE PLAYERS PROTECTED FOR PBA LEAGUE DRAFT  

The last two managers to protect players from their 2017 rosters for the 2018 PBA League Draft have 
made their selections. Motown Muscle manager Del Ballard Jr.  has locked in EJ Tack ett, Francois 

Lavoie  and Anthony Simonsen  while Brooklyn Styles managerJohnny Petraglia  has retained a 
veteran trio including PBA Hall of Famers Parker Bohn III  and Walter Ray Williams Jr.  along with 

future hall of famer  Sean Rash.  
  
Before the PBA League draft takes place (on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 10:30 a.m. at Woodland Bowl in 

Indianapolis), when managers will fill the two open spots on their rosters, all eligible PBA members who 
want to enter the draft will have to declare their intent ions. The eligibility list will consist of PBA members 

who are in the top 75 PBA on the National Tour/WBT earnings list for 2017 plus 2018 events through the 
PBA Tournament of Champions which ends Feb. 11. Eligible players must then declare their intention  to 

participate in t he draft by  Feb. 12. 

  
The 2018 PBA League Draft will be live streamed on Xtra Frame. The draft order will be reverse order of 

finish from last year, beginning with No. 8 Brooklyn followed by Motown, NYC, LA, Philadelphia, Silver 
Lake, Portland and Dallas. 
  
The complete list of protected players includes the following:  
ƀ Dallas Strikers: Player-manager Norm Duke, Tommy Jones, Bill OôNeill; 
ƀ Portland Lumberjacks: Ryan Ciminelli,  Wes Malott,  Kyle Troup;  
ƀ Silver Lake Atom Splitters: Chri s Barnes, Jes per Svensson, Tom Daugherty;  
ƀ Philadelphia Hitmen: Dom Barrett, Tom Smallwood,  Ronnie Russell ; 
ƀ L.A. X: Jason Belmonte, Stuart Williams, Martin Larsen;  
ƀ NYC WTT KingPins: Pete Weber, Marshall Kent, Sam Cooley;  
ƀ Motown Muscle: EJ Tackett, Francois Lavoie, Anthony Simonsen;  
ƀ Brooklyn Styles: Parker Bohn III, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Sean Rash.  
  
Players currently eligible to participate in the draft, in order of their combined earnings for the eligibility 

period, include the following. Any player who qualifies among the top 75 at the conclusion of the 

Tournament of Champions also will be added to the eligibility list:  

Dick Allen  

Andrew Anderson  

Pontus Andersson  

Brad Angelo  

DJ Archer  

Zeke Bayt  

Josh Blanchard  

Kim Bolleby  

Charlie Brown  

Jakob But turff  

AJ Chapman  

http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation


Jeff Evans  

Graham Fach  

Trey Ford  

Daniel Fransson  

Andres Gomez  

Muhammad Rafiq Ismail  

Liz Johnson  

AJ Johnson  

Shota Kawazoe  

Nick Kruml  

Yannaphon Larpapharat  

Thomas Larsen  

Brian LeClair  

Chris Loschetter  

Francois Louw  

Shawn Maldonado  

Danielle M cEwan  

Matthew McNiel  

Brad Miller  

BJ Moore  

Brandon Novak  

Matthew O'Grady  

Greg Ostrander  

Rhino Page  

Osku Palermaa  

Anthony Pepe  

Connor Pickford  

Kristopher Prather  

Matthew Sanders  

Kyle Sherman  

Bryon Smith  

Jason Sterner  

John Szczerbinski  

Dar ren Tang  

Richie Teec e 

Chris Via  

Chris Warren  

Cameron Weier  

Zacharay Wilkins  

Dave Wodka  

  

The PBA League will return to Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine, in April. After the PBA Xtra Frame Maine 
Shootout April 17-18 (a PBA Tour title event), all PBAL teams will bowl an eight -game Baker ñseeding 

tournamentò on April 20. The PBAL quarterfinals will take place onApril 21 with the No. 1 seeded team vs. 
No. 8 and No. 4 vs. No. 5 on the first ESPN show that airs on April 22, followed by team No. 2 vs. No. 7,  

and No. 3 vs. No. 6 in the  show that will air on  April 29. Semifinal and Elias Cup final matches will be 

contested on April 22 to air on ESPN on May 6 and 13, respectively. 
  
FIVE NEW CP3 RED CARPET INTERVIEWS DEBUT ON YOUTUBE THIS WEEK  

Leading into Sundayôs telecast of the 2018 State Farm CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by 

GoBowling.com (ESPN, 2 p.m. EST), PBAôs YouTube channel will post the last five red carpet interviews in 
its series of conversations with participants in the special event. Int erviews making their YouTube debuts 



this week include: Terrell Owens , Monday; Pete Weber , Tuesday; Oscar Nunez , 
Wednesday; Mookie Betts , Friday and Bill OôNeill, Saturday. 

  
Already available on YouTube are interviews with tournament host Chris Paul; Norm Duke ; Sean 

Rash ; James Hard en ;  EJ Tackett  and DJ Archer . To view all of the CP3 red carpet interviews, or any 

of dozens of other PBA video clips, visit:https://www.youtube.com/user/ PBAProBowlersAssn. 
  

TOM DAUGHERTY OFFERS ñPBA PLAYERôS PERSPECTIVEò ON 2016 WOLF OPEN VICTORY 

Floridaôs Tom Daugherty  isnôt one to hold back his emotions when he wins in PBA competition, and his 

victory in the 2016 PBA Wolf Open was no exception. Daugherty will weigh in on that eve nt on Thursday in 
the newest edition of PBA Playerôs Perspective on Xtra Frame. 

  

The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series presents a new inside look at PBA competition every Thursday, 
followed a week later by availability of the exclusive interview on PBAôs YouTube channel. Recent 

Perspectiveôs posted on Xtra Frame and YouTube include Pete Weber re-living his emotional victory in the 
2012 U.S. Open; Rhino Page ôs insights into his win in the 2017 Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group Classic 

and Chris Barnes ô victory in the 2016 DHC PBA Japan Invitational. Additional perspectives will be 

announced in the coming weeks. 
  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for seven days, a full month or a 12-month Xtra Frame 
Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: ñCHALLENGEò DOUBLEHEADER COMING FEB. 9-11  

Next up on the PBA Regional calendar will be a PBA South Region doubleheader, PBA and PBA50 Break 

Point Alley Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in 
Tavares, Fla., will host the doubleheader over the Feb. 9-11weekend. 

  
ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 
ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

new PBA app). 

  
QUICK NOTES  

ƀ PBA Hall of Famer Mike Aulby  of Carmel, Ind., the first player in PBA history to complete the so -called 
ñSuper Slamò (winning titles in the U.S. Open, PBA Tournament of Champions, PBA World Championship, 

USBC Masters and PBA Players Championship), has been elected to a two -year term as president of the 
International Bowling Museum and Hall of Fame Board of Directors. He is the first bowler to serve in that 

role; all previous IBM/HF presidents have been industry leaders representing manufacturers or bowling 

associations. 
  

#   #   #  

 

 

PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke Helps Host Chris Paul Win His Fourth  

State Farm ®  CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational Doubles Title  
Houston Rockets star wins second consecutive title in multi-event extravaganza 

benefitting Paulôs CP3 Family Foundation 
  
THE WOODLANDS, Texas  (Feb. 4, 2018 ) -- With the help of PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke, Houston 
Rockets All-Star guard Chris Paul won his second consecutive and fourth overall doubles title in the State 

https://www.youtube.com/user/PBAProBowlersAssn
http://xtraframe.com/
http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/


Farm®  CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by GoBowling! in a special televised Sunday on ESPN 
from Bowlero The Woodlands in the suburban Houston. 
  
In the featured event of the ninth annual invitational event involving PBA stars and celebrity bowlers 

benefitting Paulôs CP3 Family Foundation, Paul teamed with Duke for an error -free, 10 stri ke performance 

in the alternate -frame doubles format championship match to beat eight -time PBA Tour titlist Bill OôNeill 
and Boston Red Sox All-Star outfielder Mookie Betts, 259-226, in the title match.  
  
Paul and Duke combined for the first six strikes in  the match which ultimately proved too much for the 

OôNeill/Betts team to overcome. In the ninth frame, Paul sewed up the win by picking up the challenging 
4-5 split in front of an enthusiastic sold out crowd at Bo wlero The Woodlands. 
  
ñIôve been blessed to have some great partners over the years and Norm certainly showed why heôs a 
Hall of Famer,ò said Paul, who won last yearôs event with PBA Hall of Famer Chris Barnes. ñIt was up to 

me to stay there with him and keep the momentum going. Bowlingôs like every other sport where, when 
you get that momentum early, you want to keep it. If you do, good things are going to happen.ò 
  
Paul also won doubles titles back-to-back in 2010 and 2011 with four -time PBA Player of the Year Jason 
Belmonte. For Duke, it was his first CP3 Celebrity Invitational win.  
  
ñGoing into the finals I felt like we were the underdogs,ò said Duke. ñMookie is a talented player and Bill 

is one of the best in the land right now so we knew we were goi ng to have our work cut out for us.  
  
ñWe got through the semifinal match in good shape but right before practice for the title match Chris was 

kind of lost and asked me óWhat should I do?ô Chris is a guy who likes to play the inside part of the lane 
and hook the ball, but I suggested he try playi ng outside where I was playing and, sure enough, he made 

it work. We just started striking and we were on our way.  
  
ñI donôt want to understate how big that 4-5 split conversion was,ò Duke added. ñAt that point the match 

still could have gone either way if he had missed it, but that was a great shot.ò 
  
In the five -frame semifinal matches, the Duke/Paul team beat 2016 PBA Player of the Year EJ Tackett 
and Paulôs Rockets teammate, James Harden, 109-90, and the Betts/OôNeill team beat the 2016 winners, 

newly-elected Pro Football Hall of Famer Terrell Owens and PBA Hall of Famer Pete Weber, 130-73, to 

advance to the final match.  
  
Sundayôs telecast also featured a one-game Baker format team match with two -time PBA Tour winner DJ 
Archer of Houston, Paul, Harden, fellow Texan Dino Castillo and Rockets forward Trevor Ariza making up 

the Houston Strong team against 12-time Tour winner Sean Rash, Betts, Owens and 2017 Teen Masters 
representatives Hannah Diem of Seminole, Fla., and Logan Harvey of Titusville, Fla., making up the 

Bowlero All-Stars team. The Bowlero All-Stars overcame an open in the second frame to soundly defeat a 

struggling Houston Strong team, 215-158. 
  
In the third event of the telecast all of the participa ting celebrities, including actor/co median Oscar Nunez 
and Rockets guard Bobby Brown, took part in the Go Bowling! Celebrity Super Clash sudden-death shoot 

out where the low score in each frame was eliminated. It came down to a dual against Owens and Ariza  

in the eighth frame with Owens stri king to win against Arizaôs eight count. 
  
The Chris Paul Family Foundation strives to positively impact individuals and families by providing 
resources that enrich and strengthen healthy development of strong communitie s. 
  



PBAôs February schedule of live ESPN telecasts continues with three consecutive live Go Bowling! PBA 
Tour finals on Sundays at 1 p.m. ET, beginning with the PBA Tournament of Champions on Feb. 11; the 

Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic, Feb. 18, and the Barbasol PBA Players Championship, Feb. 25. 
  
State Farm ®   CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational presented by Go Bowling!  
Bowlero The Woodlands, The Woodlands, Texas  
Results from  Sundayôs ESPN telecast  
  
Alternate Frame Doubles Format  
Semi -final (five fr ames)  
Match One ï Norm Duke/Chris Paul def. EJ Tackett/James Harden, 109-90. 
Match Two ï Bill OôNeill/Mookie Betts def. Pete Weber/Terrell Owens ï 130-73. 
  
Championship (10 frames)  
Duke/Paul def. OôNeill/Betts, 259-226. 
  
CP3 PBA Celebrity Invitational Wi nners:  
2018 ï Norm Duke/Chris Paul 
2017 ï Chris Barnes/Chris Paul 
2016 ï Pete Weber/Terrell Owens 
2015 ï Ronnie Russell/French Montana 
2013 ï Chris Barnes/Chris Hardwick 
2012 ï Pete Weber/Jerry Ferrara/Blake Griffin 
2011 ï Jason Belmonte/Chris Paul 
2010 ï Jason Belmonte/Chris Paul 
2009 ï Jason Couch/LeBron James 

 
 

Chris Via  Tops PBA Tournament of Champions PTQ  

As 80 -Player Field is Set for Seasonôs First Major 

  
FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 5, 2018)  ï Two-time PBA regional titlist Chris Via, a two-handed player from 

Springfield, Ohio, led a field of 27 players earning spots in the PBA Tournament of Champions 
after Mondayôs pre-tournament qualifier at AMF Riviera Lanes, completing the field of 80 competitors who 

will battle for the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour seasonôs first major title.  

  
The TOC field will include 53 Tour winners in addition to those players advancing through the PTQ. Those 

competing in the PTQ did not have a PBA Tour title but were eligible for the qualifier by virtue of being 
PBA regional winners. 

  
Via, a current member of Team USA and a three-time Collegiate All-American, topped the qualifier with 

a  1,809 eight-game pinfall total (226 average), 56 pins ahead of Cristian Azcona of Puerto Rico, a three-

time regional titlist, in second with 1,753. Via  adds his name to the list of two -handers who will be 
competing in the TOC that also includes Jason Belmonte, Jesper Svensson, Kyle Troup, Anthony 

Simonsen, Osku Palermaa and Shawn Maldonado, who finished seventh in the qualifier. 
  

After Tuesdayôs practice session, scheduled for 2-4 p.m. ET, TOC week continues with the King of 

Bowling Challenge in a ground-breaking live streaming event on Facebook Live featuring reigning title 
holder 10-time Tour winner Wes Malott taking on challenger four -time PBA Player of the Year Jason 

Belmonte at 6:30 p.m.  The best-of-three-game match will be available by visiting the PBAôs Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation/. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation/


All preliminary TOC rounds will be streamed live on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame beginning 
with first round qualifying  Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET. For Xtra Frame subscription and schedule 

information visit  www.xtraframe.tv . 
  

For the complete TOC entry list visit https://www.pba.com/Rosters/Details/2519  

  
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS  

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohi o, Monday  

  

Pre-tournament Qualifying Round Results  

(after 8 games. Players advancing to the PBA Tournament of Champions which begins 

with  Wednesdayôs first round qualifying)  

  
1, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 1,809. 

2, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 1,753. 
3, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 1,735. 

4, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,727. 

5, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 1,719. 
6, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 1,704. 

7, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 1,686. 
8, BJ Moore III, Greensburg, Pa., 1,679. 

9, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1,651. 
10, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 1,643. 

11, Matthew O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 1,630. 

12, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 1,629. 
13, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 1,617. 

14, Michael Clark Jr, Cleveland, Ohio, 1,611. 
15, Joe Bailey, Wooster, Ohio, 1,607. 

16, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 1,605. 

17, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 1,599. 
18, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 1,597.  

19, Kyle Mayberry, Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 1,595. 
20, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,593. 

21, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1,562. 

22, JT Jackson, Sherman Oaks, Calif., 1,537. 
23, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 1,527. 

24, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 1,522. 
25, Ed Carter, Austintown, Ohio, 1,513. 

26, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 1, 502. 
27, Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 1,491. 

  

Wes Malott Extends PBA King of Bowling Reign  

With 2 -0 Best -of -Three Match Win Over Jason Belmonte  

  
FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 6, 2018)  -- Ten-time PBA Tour winner and former PBA Player of the Year Wes 
Malott successfully defended his PBA King of Bowling crown for the eighth time by defeating challenger 

four-time PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte 2-0 in a best-of-three game match Tuesday at AMF 
Riviera Lanes. 

  

The kick-off to the PBA Tournament of Champions, which begins Wednesday with first round qualifying, 
was the first -ever PBA event streamed via Facebook Live. 

  

http://www.xtraframe.tv/
https://www.pba.com/Rosters/Details/2519


After winning the first game, 250 -213, Malott came through with a clutch 10th -frame performance in the 
second game throwing three consecutive strikes to beat Belmonte 227-225.  Belmonte, who finished the 

game first, threw the first two strikes in the 10th but left the 2 -8 on his final ball leaving the door open 
for Malott.  

  

ñAnytime you can throw three strikes in the 10th to win it really makes  the win more satisfying,ò said 
Malott. ñBowling against a great player like Jason I felt I had to get it done right then and there. I didnôt 

feel good about it going another game.ò 

  

After the second strike in the 10th, Malott made a  concerted effort to g et into a positive mindset for the 
final shot.  

  

ñIôve been in those situations where when you need eight or nine (pins) to win you throw it away with a 
six or seven count,ò he said. ñI cleared my mind of any negative thoughts and didnôt take a lot of time on 

the approach. I just focused on making the best possible shot.ò 

  

Since winning the inaugural King of Bowling challenge in 2009, Malott has successfully defended his 

crown with wins bowling against  Chris Barnes, Patrick Allen, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Rhino Page, Parker 
Bohn III, EJ Tackett and Belmonte in a trios challenge and most recently, Tommy Jones.  

  
Belmonte was chosen as Malottôs opponent by fan voting from a list of TOC champions on pba.com. The 

three other finalists in the voting were Barnes, Pete Weber and Norm Duke. 
  

The Tournament of Champions begins with first round qualifying  Wednesday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. ET. 

Qualifying and match play continue Thursday and Friday which will determine the top five 
for Sundayôs live stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 

  
Fans can catch TOC qualifying and match play rounds on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For 

subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 

  
Second Year Tour Player Andrew Anderson Averages 241 to 

 
Lead PBA Tournament of Champions First Round 

 

80-player field returns for second round this evening at 6 p.m. ET  
 

  
 

FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 7, 2018) ï Andrew Anderson, a two-time PBA regional winner from Holly, Mich., 
averaged 241 to take the first round lead in the PBA Tournament of Champions at AMF Riviera Lanes 

Wednesday. 

 
  

 
Bowling in his second year on tour, the 2018 Team USA member fired a 1,448 six-game pinfall total wi th 

games of 232, 278, 212, 235, 256 and 235 to lead the 80 -player field made up of PBA champions. 

 
  

 
Anderson qualified for the TOC field by finishing third in the pre -tournament qualifier for non -tour 

winners on Monday. The TOC is the first major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season. 
 

  

http://pba.com/
http://www.xtraframe.tv/


 
ñBowling in the PTQ was really kind of an added benefit because I bowled well and was able to gain 

some confidence,ò the 22-year-old Anderson said. ñGetting off to a good start is always good, now itôs up 
to me to keep it going ï no excuses.ò 

 

  
 

ñTo come out on top after the first round is a surreal feeling,ò he added. ñI was focused so hard on my 
bowling that I didnôt really look at the standings until the very end of the round.ò 

 
  

 

Andersonôs best Tour finishes were third in last yearôs PBA Xtra Frame Gene Carterôs Pro Shop Classic and 
sixth in the Barbasol PBA Players Championship. 

 
  

 

Anderson holds a 69-pin lead over one-time PBA Tour winner Connor Pickford of Charlotte, N.C., in 
second with 1,379. Rounding out th e top five are 2018 DHC Japan Invitational winner Dom Barrett of 

England, 1,378; defending TOC champion EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 1,377, and DJ Archer, 
Friendswood, Texas, 1,374. 

 
  

 

The entire field will return this evening for second round qualifying  at 6 p.m. ET.  After Thursdayôs third 
and final qualifying round, the field will be cut to the top 24 players who will advance to the first match 

play round at 6 p.m. ET.  After Fridayôs match play rounds at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., the top five players will 
be determined for Sundayôs live stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 

 

  
 

Fans can catch TOC qualifying and match play rounds on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For 
subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv.  

 

  
 

PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 
 

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio, Wednesday 
 

  

 
First Round Standings (after 6 games) 

 
1, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 1,448. 

2, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 1,379. 

3, Dom Barrett, England, 1,378. 
4, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 1,37 7. 

5, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 1,374. 
6, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 1,371. 

7, Matthew O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 1,370. 
8, (tie) Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., and Richie Teece, England, 1,367. 

10, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 1,365.  



11, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 1,362. 
12, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 1,358. 

13, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 1,356. 
14, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 1,352. 

15, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 1,349. 

16, (tie) AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., and BJ Moore III, Greensburg, Pa., 1,345.  
18, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 1,344. 

19, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 1,339. 
20, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 1,335. 

21, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 1,331. 
22, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 1,330. 

23, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 1,329. 

24, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,326. 
25, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 1,325. 

26, (tie) Osku Palermaa, Finland, and Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 1,320. 
28, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 1,315. 

29, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 1,314. 

30, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 1,310. 
31, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 1,308. 

32, (tie) Andres Gomez, Colombia, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, and Jon Van Hees, Charlestown, 
R.I., 1,306.  

35, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1,304. 
36, (tie) Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., and Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 1,303. 

38, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 1,302. 

39, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 1,299. 
40, (tie) Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., and Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 1,298. 

42, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 1,296.  
43, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 1,294. 

44, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 1,291. 

45, (tie) Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., and Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,282. 
47, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 1,280. 

48, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 1,279.  
49, (tie) Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, and Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 1,278. 

51, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 1,273. 

52, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 1,271. 
53, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 1,266. 

54, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 1,258. 
55, (tie) Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, and Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 1,247. 

57, Stuart Williams, England, 1,246. 
58, Amleto Monacelli, Venezuela, 1,243. 

59, (tie)  Rhino Page, Orlando, and Matthew Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 1,242. 

61, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 1,235. 
62, (tie) Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, and Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 1,232. 

64, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 1,224. 
65, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 1,214. 

66, (tie) Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., and Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 1,213. 

68, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 1,208. 
69, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 1,202. 

70, Graham Fach, Canada, 1,195. 
71, Kyle Mayberry, Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 1,178. 

72, Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 1,176. 
72, Joe Bailey, Wooster, Ohio, 1,176. 

74, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 1,170. 



75, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 1,151. 
76, Michael Clark Jr., Cleveland, Ohio, 1,134. 

77, Anthony LaCaze, Melrose Park, Ill., 1,092.  
78, Ed Carter, Austintown, Ohio, 1,088. 

79, John Petraglia, Jackson, N.J., 1,081. 

80, JT Jackson, Sherman Oaks, Calif., 977. 
 

 
Ronnie Russell Averages 232 to 

 
Lead PBA Tournament of Champions After Second Round 

 

  
 

FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 7, 2018) ï Four-time PBA Tour champion Ronnie Russell of Marion Ind., averaged 
232 for two rounds Wednesday to lead 80 PBA champions in the PBA Tournament of Champions at AMF 

Riviera Lanes. 

 
  

 
Finishing 22nd after the first round earlier Wednesday with a 1,330 s ix-game pinfall total, Russell vaulted 

into the lead after bowling 1,460 i n the second round finishing the day with 2,790 overall for 12 games.  
 

  

 
The 38-year-old Russell bowled games of 208, 277, 267, 264, 198 and 246 in the second round. 

 
  

 

ñOverall, Iôm bowling well but in the first round I wasnôt maximizing my performance in the ninth and 
10th frames,ò Russell said. ñI was doing a better job of finishing games off in the second round. 

 
  

 

ñThere have been times when I get on a good run but get ahead of myself and I lose the shot,ò Russell 
added. ñI need to stay patient and stay within myself to avoid those mistakes. I was really encouraged by 

the way I came back in the last game after bowling 198.ò 
 

  
 

Russell holds a 54-pin lead over Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., in second with a 2,736 pinfall.  

 
  

 
Four-time and reigning PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte of Australia finished third after two rounds 

with a 2,723 pinfall (226 average).  

 
  

 
Belmonte, who won the Tournament of Champions in 2014 and 2015, also rocketed up the standings 

finishing 31st after the first round. Bo wling 1,308 for his first six games, he came back with a 1,415 
pinfall in the second round bowling games of 299, 205, 193, 214, 224, and 280.  

 



  
 

Belmonte, who uses the unique two-handed delivery, is trying to win his 10th PBA major which would tie 
him for  first on the all -time list with Pete Weber and Earl Anthony.  A third TOC title would also tie him 

for most victories in PBAôs signature tournament with Jason Couch and Mike Durbin. 

 
  

 
In 2017, Belmonte won the USBC Masters, Barbasol PBA Players Championship and PBA World 

Championship to become the first player to win three majors in a season.  
 

  

 
Rounding out the top five in the first major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour s eason were two more 

two-handers, Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas, who finished the day in fourth with 2,721 and Kyle 
Troup of Taylorsville, N.C., who finished fifth with a 2,718 pinfall.  

 

 
The entire field returns for Thursday mornings third and final qualifying round after which the field will be 

cut to the top 24 players who will a dvance to the first match play round at 6 p.m. ET. After Fridayôs 
match play rounds at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., the top five players will be determined for Sundayôs live 

stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 
 

  

 
Fans can catch TOC qualifying and match play rounds on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For 

subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv.  
 

  

 
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

 
AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio, Wednesday 

 

  
 

Second Round Standings (after 12 games. Entire field returns for third qualifying round Thursday 
morning) 

 
  

 

1, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 2,790. 
2, Mat O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 2,736. 

3, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 2,723. 
4, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 2,721. 

5, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 2,718. 

6, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 2,693. 
7, (tie) Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., and Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 2,687. 

9, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 2,686.  
10, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 2,678.  

11, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 2,670. 
12, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., 2,662. 

13, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 2,659. 



14, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 2,656. 
15, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 2,655. 

16, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 2,653. 
17, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 2,652. 

18, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 2,640. 

19, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 2,637. 
20, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 2,627.  

21, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 2,625. 
22, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 2,623. 

23, Dom Barrett, England, 2,621. 
24, Jon Van Hees, Charlestown, R.I., 2,616.  

25, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 2,605. 

26, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 2,599. 
27, (tie) Darren Tang, San Francisco, Francois Lavoie, Canada, and Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 2,595. 

30, Richie Teece, England, 2,590. 
31, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 2,588. 

32, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 2,584. 

33, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 2,578. 
34, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 2,576. 

35, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 2,570.  
36, Matthew Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 2,569. 

37, Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., 2,560. 
38, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 2,558. 

39, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 2,557. 

40, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 2,553. 
41, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 2,552. 

42, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 2,551. 
43, (tie) Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., and Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 2,546. 

45, Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 2,543. 

46, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 2,533. 
47, Rhino Page, Orlando, 2,531. 

48, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 2,521. 
49, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 2,520. 

50, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 2,506. 

51, Stuart Williams, England, 2,505. 
52, Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 2,497. 

53, Amleto Monacelli, Venezuela, 2,489. 
54, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 2,471. 

55, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 2,469. 
56, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 2,465. 

57, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 2,463. 

58, Joe Bailey, Wooster, Ohio, 2,460. 
59, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 2,457. 

60, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 2,456. 
61, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 2,452. 

62, Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 2,446.  

63, Graham Fach, Canada, 2,440. 
64, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 2,439. 

65, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 2,431. 
66, Kyle Mayberry, Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 2,430. 

67, Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 2,417. 
68, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 2,407. 

69, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 2,396. 



70, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 2,373. 
71, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 2,371. 

72, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 2,370. 
73, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 2,360. 

74, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 2,325. 

75, Anthony LaCaze, Melrose Park, Ill., 2,319. 
76, Michael Clark Jr., Cleveland, Ohio, 2,286. 

77, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 2,231. 
78, Ed Carter, Austintown, Ohio, 2,214. 

79, John Petraglia, Jackson, N.J., 2,123. 
80, JT Jackson, Sherman Oaks, Calif., 1,960. 

 
PBA Announces Seven -Event 2018 Xtra Frame PBA Tour Schedule  

  

CHICAGO (Feb. 8, 2018) ï Professional Bowlers Association players will have seven opportunities to 
win PBA Tour titles in a series of Xtra Frame PBA Tour tournaments during 2018, all of which will be live 

streamed from start to finish, exclusively on PBAôs online bowling channel. 

  
The Xtra Frame series will begin with the PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout at Bayside Bowl in Portland, 

Maine, April 16-18, leading into the PBA League Elias Cup competition, which is set for April 20-22. Each 
of the tournaments will offer a PBA Tour title if the winner is a PBA member. Each will conclude with a 

stepladder final. Tournament schedules and entry information will soon be available on  pba.com. 
  

The Xtra Frame series will include trips to Wilmington, N.C., May 18-20; Jonesboro, Ark., June 1-3; 

Aurora, Ill.,  June 29-July 2; Houston, Texas for the PBA/PWBA Striking Against Breast Cancer Mixed 
Doubles, July 26-29; Middletown, Del., for Mid -County Lanesô 10th anniversary event, Aug. 17-19, and 

Coldwater, Ohio, Aug. 24-26. 
  

2018 XTRA FRAME PBA TOU R SCHEDULE 

April 16-18 ï PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout, Bayside Bowl, Portland, Maine 
May 18-20 ï PBA Xtra Frame Wilmington Open, Tenpin Alley, Wilmington, N.C. 

June 1-3 ï PBA Xtra Frame Jonesboro Open, Hijinx, Jonesboro, Ark. 
June 29-July 2 ï PBA Xtra Frame Parkside Open, Parkside Lanes, Aurora, Ill. 

July 26-July 29 ï Storm Xtra Frame PBA/PWBA Striking Against  Breast Cancer Mixed Doubles, 
Copperfield Bowl, Houston, Texas 

Aug. 17-19 ï PBA Xtra Frame Gene Carterôs Pro Shop Classic, Mid-County Lanes, Middletown, Del. 

Aug. 24-26 ï PBA Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group Classic, Pla-Mor Lanes, Coldwater, Ohio 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS FINALS RETURN TO HISTORIC LANES 27 -28  

Sundayôs live ESPN finals of the PBA Tournament of Champions in its return to historic AMF Riviera Lanes 

in Fairlawn, Ohio, also will feature a return to the pair of lanes where so much of the TOCôs history 
happened. 

  
Sundayôs 1 p.m. EST finals will be contested on lanes 27 and 28, the same pair of lanes where  Wayne 

Zahn  defeated top qualifier  Dick Weber , 203-170, in the first Firestone TOC held at Riviera Lanes in 

1966. Itôs the same pair of lanes that saw Jack Biondolillo  roll the first nationally -televised 300 game in 
PBA history in 1967; where Don Johnson  bowled his historic 299 game in winning the 1970 title, and 

where Mike Durbin  became the first three-time TOC champion with victories in 1972, 1982 and 1984. 
  

The roster of players who won TOC titles on lanes 27 and 28 is a whoôs who of future PBA Hall of 

Famers, including Norm Duke , who won the last TOC title contested on that pair of lanes in 1994.  

  

http://pba.com/


What might be the most famous pair  of lanes in the PBAôs 60-year history has undergone a significant 
change over the years, transitioning from natural wood to syntheti c surfaces, but one thing that wonôt 

change Sunday is the aura of nostalgia that will surround the setting as AMF Riviera Lanes adds another 
chapter to its colorful history.  

  

If youôd like a taste of what the TOC was like in the good olô days, watch 1971 champion Johnny 
Petragliaôs Facebook Live interview from Tuesday morning as he prepared to bowl his final TOC at the 

age of 70. Click 
here: https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=professional%20bowlers%20association%20(pba)  

  
Fans can follow the qualifying and match play rounds of the TOC this week on Xtra Frame 

(visit xtraframe.tv  for subscription information), via Live Scoring on PBA.com and Live Scoring by Lanetalk 
at this link ( http://www.lanetalk.com/livescoring/?uuid=041ac2c4-fa3f-11e7-8972-005056a558aa) which 

allows fans to follow the entire field on a single screen.  

  

BIG CROWDS SET FOR TOC, 60th ANNIVER SARY CLASSIC, COLUMBUS DOUBLEHEADER  

Capacity crowds will be on hand for the live ESPN finals of the PBA Tournament of Champions from AMF 

Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio, Sunday, and for the Barbasol PBA Players Championship from Wayne 

Webbôs Columbus Bowl in Columbus, Ohio, on Sunday, Feb. 25, the PBA has announced. 
  

A full house also is expected for the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic finals from Woodland Bowl 
in Indianapolis on Sunday, Feb. 18, but a few tickets are still available 

(visit https://www.pba.com/Tickets  to reserve tickets on a first -come basis).  

  
All three live ESPN telecasts, part of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour schedule, begin at 1 p.m. EST. The 

live Players Championship telecast will be part of a doubleheader in Columbus, followed by the finals of 
the Mark Roth-Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com which will be lived 

streamed on ESPN3 at 4 p.m. EST on Feb. 25 and taped for broadcast by ESPN on Sunday, March 25, 
also at 1 p.m. EST. 

  

TACKETT, JONES REFLECT ON 2017 TOC MATCH IN NEW ñPBA PLAYERôS PERSPECTIVEò 

The rivals in one of the 2017 seasonôs most exciting title matches will reflect on their duel Thursday when 

the newest edition of PBA Playerôs Perspective on Xtra Frame features FireLake PBA Tournament of 
Champions winner EJ Tackett  and runner-up Tommy Jones . 

  

Tackettôs 208-203 victory, which made him the youngest player ever to become title -eligible for the PBA 
Hall of Fame, came at Jonesô expense when he failed to convert the 1 -2-4-10 washout in the 10th frame. 

The win was Tackettôs second major to go along with seven standard PBA Tour titles, fulfilling the ñtitles 
wonò criteria for future hall of fame consideration, but he wonôt be ñmembership eligibleò for induction 

until 2032 ï his 20th year of PBA membership. Jones, an 18-time titlist, will become eligibl e for HOF 
induction in 2020.  

  

The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series presents a new inside look at PBA competition 
every Thursday, followed a week later by availability of the exclusive interview on PBAôs YouTube 

channel. Recent Perspectiveôs include Pete Weber  re-living his emotional victory in the 2012 U.S. 
Open; Rhino Page ôs insights into the 2017 Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group Classic; Chris Barnes ô victory 

in the 2015 DHC PBA Japan Invitational, and Tom Daugherty ôs emotional win in the 2016 Wolf Open. 

Additional perspectives will be announced in the coming weeks. 
  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for seven days, a full month or a 12-month Xtra Frame 
Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: ñCHALLENGEò DOUBLEHEADER THIS WEEKEND IN FLORIDA 

https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=professional%20bowlers%20association%20(pba)
http://xtraframe.tv/
http://www.lanetalk.com/livescoring/?uuid=041ac2c4-fa3f-11e7-8972-005056a558aa
https://www.pba.com/Tickets
http://xtraframe.com/


Next up on the PBA Regional calendar will be a PBA South Region doubleheader, PBA and PBA50 Break 
Point Alley Challenge events, both open to players who have not won a PBA title. Break Point Alley in 

Tavares, Fla., will host the doubleheader this weekend. 
  

ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
new PBA app). 

  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ BJ Moore  and his wife Tônia welcomed their first child, son Lincoln James Moore,  on Friday, Feb. 2. 

Lincoln arrived at 6 pounds, 9 ounces, and measured 18 inches long.  
  

ƀ The PBA extends its congratulations to frequent Chris Paul PBA Celebrity Invitational and former World 

Series of Bowling competitor Terrell Owens  on his election to the National Football League Hall of 
Fame. 

  
ƀ Kathy Pulliam  of Silver Spring, Md., wins a new Brunswick ball; Angie Loyd  of Monument, Colo., is 

the winner of a new high -performance ball from DV8, and Paul Heise  of Elyria, Ohio, will receive a new 
high-performance ball from MOTIV as January sweepstakes winners for subscribing to Xtra Frame. The 

monthly sweepstakes is sponsored by the respective PBA Product Registered partners. Monthly winners 

are selected from among new Xtra Frame subscribers, who are automatically entered when they enroll as 
a monthly or Xtra Frame Season Ticket (full year) subscriber. 
 

ƀ Phyllis Burrill is the January winner of a $200 HotelPlanner.com certificate, redeemable for future 
lodging expenses, compliments of PBAôs official travel partner. The monthly sweepstakes is open to 

anyone who books a hotel through t he HotelPlanner.com link onpba.com. Those who book through 

HotelPlanner.com are automatically entered. 
  
  

Russell is Top Qualifier for PBA Tournament of Champions;  

Belmonte Narrowly Makes Match Play Finishing 24th  

  

FAIRLAWN, Ohio ( Feb. 8, 2018)  ï Four-time PBA Tour winner Ronnie Russell of Marion, Ind., 
averaged 231 to earn top qualifier honors in the PBA Tournament of Champions Thursday and leading 24 

players into this eveningôs first eight-game match play round at AMF Riviera Lanes. 

  
Russell retained his second round lead with a 1,376 six-game pinfall total in the third round finishing 

qualifying with a 4,166 overall pinfall total for 18 games. He holds a 75 -pin lead over Matt OôGrady of 
Rahway, N.J., in second who posted a 4,091 pinfall total.  

  
ñIôve really been relying on my equipment to this point,ò said the 38-year-old Russell. ñIôve got a good 

rotation of two or three balls that Iôm using and Iôm making the right decisions at the right time for the 

most part.  
  

ñHeading into match play the plan is the old cliché,  just take it one frame and one game at a time.ò 

  

After finishing qualifying in third after the second round, two -time TOC winner and four-time PBA Player 

of the Year Jason Belmonte struggled in the third round finish ing with a 237 game to narrowly make t he 
24th and final match play spot by seven pins.  

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/


  
Belmonte, who is trying for his 10th PBA major title to tie PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber and Earl 

Anthony for most major wins, finished qualifying with a 3,920 pinfal l. The two-hander got off to a bad 
start with games of 186, 187, 171 in the third round before finishing with games of 228, 188 and 237.  

  

ñIôm a little down on my energy because the jetlag seems to have affected me more than usual this trip,ò 
said the Australian. ñFrankly Iôm kind of exhausted right now. Iôm hoping I can get the energy level back 

for tonightôs (match play) round.  

  

ñFortunately, there are a lot of games left and anything can happen in match play especially with the 
bonus pins,ò the 2014 and 2015 TOC winner added. ñIn a long format event like this thereôs a long way 

to go so thereôs a lot of opportunity to move up the standings.ò 

  
Tonightôs first match play round will consist of eight head -to-head single-game matches with 30 bonus 

points awarded for a match win.  

  

Match play for the first major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season continues Friday with rounds 

at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. ET.  After Fridayôs match play the top five players will be determined 
for Sundayôs live stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 

  
Fans can catch match play rounds live on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For subscription and 

schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 
  

PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS  

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio,  Thursd ay  

  

Third Round Standings (after 18 games. Top 24 advance to  Thursday  eveningôs first match 
play round)  

  

1, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 4,166. 
2, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 4,091. 

3, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 4,081.  
4, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 4,065. 

5, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 4,060. 

6, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 4,054. 
7, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 4,053. 

8, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 4,049. 
9, (tie) BJ Moore III, Greensbur g, Pa., and Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 4,000. 

11, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 3,984. 
12, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3,967.  

13, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 3,965. 

14, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 3,964. 
15, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 3,963. 

16, Matthew Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 3,948.  
17, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 3,947.  

18, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 3,943. 

19, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 3,939. 
20, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 3,930. 

21, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 3,929. 
22, Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., 3,927. 

23, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 3,925. 
24, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 3,920. 

  

http://www.xtraframe.tv/


Failed to advance:  
25, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 3,913, $3,000. 

26, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 3,906. 
27, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 3,899. 

28, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 3,897. 

29, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 3,887. 
30, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 3,883. 

31, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 3,882. 
32, Dom Barrett, England, 3,881. 

33, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 3,880. 
34, Jon Van Hees, Charlestown, R.I., 3,878.  

35, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 3,871. 

36, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 3,868. 
37, Rhino Page, Orlando, 3,848. 

38, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 3,846. 
39, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 3,845. 

40, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 3,835. 

41, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 3,829. 
42, Stuart Williams, England, 3,822. 

43, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 3,820. 
44, (tie) Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., and Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 3,817. 

46, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 3,816. 
47, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 3,811. 

48, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 3,810. 

49, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 3,808. 
50, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 3,768. 

51, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 3,758. 
52, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 3,744.  

53, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 3,737. 

54, Richie Teece, England, 3,736. 
55, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 3,731. 

56, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 3,714. 
57, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 3,713. 

58, Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 3,707. 

59, Joe Bailey, Wooster, Ohio, 3,705. 
60, Graham Fach, Canada, 3,692. 

61, Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 3,691. 
62, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 3,687. 

63, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 3,677. 
64, Amleto Monacelli, Venezuela, 3,666. 

65, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 3,665. 

66, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 3,660. 
67, Kyle Mayberry, Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 3,656. 

68, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 3,645. 
69, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 3,618. 

70, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 3,607. 

71, Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 3,575. 
72, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 3,570. 

73, Anthony LaCaze, Melrose Park, Ill., 3,567. 
74, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 3,549. 

75, Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 3,531. 
76, (tie) Michael Clark Jr., Cleveland, Ohio, and Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 3,515. 

78, Ed Carter, Austintown, Ohio, 3,329. 



79, John Petraglia, Jackson, N.J., 3,262. 
80, JT Jackson, Sherman Oaks, Calif., 3,096. 

  
300 games (1)  ï Shawn Maldonado 

 

 
 

Russell Posts 6 -2 Record in First Match Play Round to  

Retain Lead  in PBA Tournament of Champions  

Jesper Svensson moves into second and Jason Belmonte rebounds to 
finish seventh heading into Fridayôs match play 

  

FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 8, 2018)  ï Four-time PBA Tour winner Ronnie Russell of Marion, Ind., 
retained his lead in the PBA Tournament of Champions Thursday at AMF Riviera Lanes after the first 

match play round but had to withstand a challenge from 2016 TOC winner Jesper Svensson of Sweden 

who moved into second. 
  

Russell posted a 6-2 match play record and finished wi th a 6,201 four-round overall pinfall total, which 
includes 30 bonus pins for each match win, to lead Svensson who also recorded a 6-2 record and finished 

73 pins behind with 6,128.  

  
In the first major tournament of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season, R ussell reeled off match wins 

with games of 259, 266, 220, 267, 257, then lost with games of 158, 202 before winning the final match 
with 226.  

  
ñBowling this well on a fresh condition isnôt really my game so I was pretty happy with the good start,ò 

Russell said. ñEverything was going well until I had trouble figuring out the pair of lanes in the sixth 

game. That was pretty frustrating but I was able to dig myself out of that whole and had a decent finish.  

  

ñIôve been relying pretty heavily on my equipment choices so far in the tournament,ò he added. ñIôm 
probably going to drill up a couple more balls so I can be more prepared for what I might 

experience tomorrow.ò 

  
Svensson, a two-handed player who is already a seven-time Tour winner at age 22, became the youngest 

player to win the Tournament of Champions, when he captured the title in Shawnee, Okla., in 2016 at 
age 20, eight days short of his 21st birthday.  

  

Finishing the day in third was 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders of Evansville, Ind., with a 7-1 
record and 6,092 pinfall. Two-hander Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas, recorded a 5-3 record in match 

play and 6,052 pinfall to finish in fourth. Simonsen won the 2016 United States Bowling Congress Masters 
at age 19 to become the youngest player to  win a major.  

  
Nearly failing to advance to match play after the final qualifying round earlier in the day, nine -time major 

winner Australian two-hander Jason Belmonte made a dramatic rebound posting a 5-3 match play record 

and 5,947 pinfall to move from 24th to seventh.  

  

Belmonte, who won his fourth Player of the Year crown in 2017, is trying for his 10th PBA major title to 
would tie PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber and Earl Anthony for the all-time major title record. A win 

would also make the 2014 and 2015 TOC winner the third player to win the major three times. Jason 

Couch and Mike Durbin are the other three-time winners.  
  



Using PBAôs traditional head-to-head match play format that advances 24 players from qualifying, 15 
players in PBA history have advanced from the 24th match play position to win a tournament. Three have 

accomplished the feat in majors. 
  

Match play continues Friday with rounds at  11 a.m. and 6 p.m. ET.  After Fridayôs match play the top five 

players will be determined for  Sundayôs live stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 
  

Fans can catch the final match play rounds on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For subscription 
and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 

  
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS  

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio, Thursday  

  
Fourth Round Standings (after 26 games. Includes match play record and total pinfall 

including bonus pins.)  

  

1, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 6-2, 6,201. 

2, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 6-2, 6,128. 
3, Matt Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 7-1, 6,092. 

4, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 5-3, 6,052. 
5, Mat O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 4-4, 5,984. 

6, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 4-4, 5,975. 
7, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 5-3, 5,947. 

8, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 5-3, 5,946. 

9, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 3 -5, 5,934. 
10, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 5-3, 5,900. 

11, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 5 -3, 5,884. 
12, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 3-5, 5,878. 

13, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 4-3-1, 5,850. 

14, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 5-3, 5,845. 
15, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 2-6-0, 5,834. 

16, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 4-4, 5,828. 
17, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 2-6, 5,814. 

18, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3 -5, 5,811. 

19, BJ Moore III, Greensburg, Pa., 4-4, 5,747. 
20, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 3-5, 5,740. 

21, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 3-5, 5,683. 
22, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 3-5, 5,661. 

23, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 2-6, 5,647. 
24, Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., 2-5-1, 5,605. 

 

 

Jesper Svensson Posts 11 -3-2 Overall Record in Match Play to Move Into  

PBA Tournament of Champions Lead  

24-player field will bowl final eight -game match play round at  6 p.m. ET 

to determine top five for Sundayôs ESPN stepladder finals 

  
FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 9, 2018)  ï Swedish two-hander Jesper Svensson posted a 5-1-2 record 

after Fridayôs first match play round and averaged 240 to move into the PBA Tournament of Champions 

lead at AMF Riviera Lanes with one match play round to bowl.  

  

With an 11-3-2 overall record and 8,238 pinfall (including 30 bonus pins for each match win) after two 
match play rounds, the 2016 Tournament of Champions winner holds a 171ïpin lead over four-time Tour 
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winner Ronnie Russell of Marion, Ind., in second who led afterThursdayôs first match play round. Russell 
finished the day with an 8,067 pinfall and 10 -6 record. 

  
The 24-player match play field will bowl the final eight -game round this evening at  6 p.m. ET to 

determine the five players who will compete in  Sundayôs live stepladder finals on ESPN at 1 p.m. ET. 

  
Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., a four-time regional winner, moved up to third after posting a 7 -1 

record Friday giving him an 11-5 record overall for two rounds. He bowled the tournamentôs second 
perfect game beating 12-time Tour winner Sean Rash of Montgomery, Ill., 300 -278, in the seventh game.  

  
Andrew Anderson, a two-time regional winner, holds the fourth spot with an 8,020 pinfall and 10 -6 match 

play record. One-time Tour winner and 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders of Evansville, Ind., 

notched a 11-5 record in match play and is in fifth with a 7,941 pinfall.  

  

Both OôGrady and Anderson advanced to the TOC field through the pre-tournament qualifier. The PTQ 
enabled players who do not own Tour titles, but have titles in PBAôs other divisions, to earn spots in the 

field. 

  
Nine-time PBA Tour major champion Jason Belmonte of Australia inched closer to the top five despite an 

8-8 match play record for two rounds. He sits sixth with a 7,852 pinfall.  

  

Nearly failing to advance to match play after earning the 24th and final match play spot  Thursday, 
Belmonte has made a steady climb to stay in contention.  

  

Belmonte, who won his fourth Player of the Year crown in 2017, is trying for his 10th PBA major title to 
tie PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber and Earl Anthony for the all-time major title record. A win would also 

make the 2014 and 2015 TOC winner the third player to win the major three times. Jason Couch and 
Mike Durbin are the other three -time winners.  

  

Using PBAôs traditional head-to-head match play format that advances 24 players from qualifying and 
awards 30 bonus pins for a match win, 15 players in PBA history have advanced from the 24th match 

play position to win a tournament. Three have accomplished it in majors.  

  

The Tournament of Champions is the first major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season. 

  
Fans can catch the final round of match play this evening live on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra 

Frame. Visit www.xtraframe.tv  for schedule and subscription information.  
  

PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS  

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio,  Thursday  

  

Fifth Round Standings (after 34 games. Includes match play record and  total pinfall 
including bonus pins.)  

  
1, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 11-3-2, 8,238. 

2, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 10-6, 8,067. 

3, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 11-5, 8,058. 
4, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 10-6, 8,020. 

5, Matt Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 11-5, 7,941. 
6, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 8-8, 7,852. 

7, BJ Moore III, Greensburg, Pa., 10-6, 7,847. 
8, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 8-8, 7,838. 

9, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 9-7, 7,835. 
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10, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 7-9, 7,786. 
11, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 6 -9-1, 7,766. 

12, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 8 -8, 7,711. 
13, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 10-6, 7,659. 

14, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 6-10, 7,653. 

15, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 6-10, 7,645. 
16, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 7 -8-1, 7,644. 

17, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 7-9, 7,627. 
17, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 8-8, 7,627. 

19, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 7-8-1, 7,623. 
20, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 8-8, 7,610. 

21, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 5-11, 7,572. 

22, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 7-9, 7,475. 
23, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 5-10-1, 7,472. 

24, Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., 3-11-2, 7,326. 

 
 
 

Jesper Svensson Earns Top Spot for  

PBA Tournament o f Champions Stepladder Finals  

Andrew Anderson, Jason Belmonte, BJ Moore and Matt OôGrady 

round out top five for live ESPN telecast Sunday at 1 p.m. ET 

  

FAIRLAWN, Ohio (Feb. 9, 2018)  ï  Two-hander Jesper Svensson of Sweden will bowl for his second 
PBA Tournament of Champions title and eighth career tour title as the top qualifier for the stepladder 

finals of the 53rd edition of PBAôs signature championship Sunday at AMF Riviera Lanes. 
  

The finals for the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour seasonôs first major will air Sunday at 1 p.m. ET on ESPN. 

  
Svensson compiled a 16-6-2 match play record and 10,159 42-game pinfall total including match play 

bonus pins Friday to secure the top spot 147 pins ahead of No. 2 qualifier second-year pro Andrew 
Anderson of Holly, Mich., who finished with a 10,012 pinfall and 15 -9 record in match play.  

  

Svensson, who is already a seven-time Tour winner at age 22, became the youngest player to win the 
Tournament of Champions, when he captured the title in Shawnee, Okla., in 2016 at age 2 0, eight days 

short of his 21st birthday . 
  

Nearly failing to advance to match play after earning the 24th and final match play spot after 

qualifying on Thursday, nine-time PBA Tour major winner Jason Belmonte of Australia made a dramatic 
drive to reach the No. 3 qualifying position for the finals finishing with a 9,928 pinfall and 14 -10 match 

play record. 

  
Belmonte, who won his fourth Player of the Year crown in 2017, is trying for his 10th PBA ma jor title to 

tie PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber and Earl Anthony for the all -time major title record. A win would also 
make the 2014 and 2015 Tournament of Champions winner the third player to win the major three times. 

Jason Couch and Mike Durbin are the other three-time winners.  

  
Should Belmonte, a 16-time tour winner capture the title, he would become only the fourth player to 

come from the 24th qualifying position, using PBAôs traditional head-to-head match play format, to win a 
major. The last player t o accomplish the feat was Hall of Famer Parker Bohn III in the 2012 PBA World 

Championship. 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=Mo.,+7-8-1&entry=gmail&source=g


If Belmonte advances to the championship match against Svensson, it would also set up a rematch of the 
2017 PBA World Championship title match where Belmonte beat Svensson for the win.  Belmonte 

defeated Svensson 238-225 for a record third major win during the season with previous wins coming in 
the United States Bowling Congress Masters and Barbasol PBA Players Championship.   

  

BJ Moore of Greensburg, Pa., a PBA regional titlist, and Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., a four-time 
regional winner, took the fourth and fifth stepladder spots, respectively. Moore finished with a 9,873 

pinfall and OôGrady finished with a 9,824 to take the final spot. Both players had 15-9 records in match 
play. 

  
Anderson, who owns one regional title as a PBA member, Moore and OôGrady advanced to the 

Tournament of Champions field through a pre-tournament qualifier. The PTQ enabled players who did 

not have tour titles, but owned titles in PBAôs other divisions, to earn spots in the field. 

  

PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS  

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio, Friday  

  

Sixth Round Standings (after 42 games. Top five advance to  Sundayôs stepladder finals on 
ESPN at  1 p.m. ET.   In cludes match play record, total pinfall including bonus pins and money 

earned.)  

  

1, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 16-6-2, 10,159. 
2, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 15-9, 10,012. 

3, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 14-10, 9,928. 

4, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., 15-9, 9,873. 
5, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 15-9, 9,824. 

6, Matt Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 14-10, 9,814, $6,500. 
7, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 13-11, 9,780, $6,000.  

8, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 14-10, 9,764, $5,500.  

9, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 15-9, 9,723, $5,000.  
10, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 11 -12-1, 9,718, $4,800.  

11, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 11-13, 9,703, $4,700.  
12, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 10-14, 9,691, $4,700. 

13, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 13 -10-1, 9,678, $4,500.  

14, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 11-13, 9,522, $4,400.  
15, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 11-13, 9,515, $4,300.  

16, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 14-10, 9,495, $4,200.  
17, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 8-16, 9,494, $4,100.  

18, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 9-15, 9,469, $4,000.  
19, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 10-14, 9,464, $3,900. 

20, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 9-15, 9,445, $3,800.  

21, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 10-13-1, 9,408, $3,700.  
22, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 12-12, 9,326, $3,600. 

23, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 8-15-1, 9,222, $3,650.  
24, Kurt Pilon, Warren, Mich., 6-16-2, 9,039, $3,500.  

  

300 games (3) ï Matt OôGrady, Andrew Anderson, Kyle Troup 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Matt OôGrady Defeats Jesper Svensson to Win 

53rd PBA Tournament of Champions  

Four-time PBA regional winner also beats BJ Moore, Jason Belmonte 
and Andrew Anderson on way to first PBA Tour title  

  

FAIRLAWN, Ohio  (Feb. 11, 2018)  ï Advancing from a pre-tournament qualifier earlier in the week all 
the way to the title match, four -time Professional Bowlers Association regional tournament winner Matt 

OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., won the 53rd PBA Tournament of Champions Sunday for his first PBA Tour title.  

  
OôGrady, whose best previous PBA Tour finish was fourth, and best major finish was 13th, won three 

stepladder finals matches at AMF Riviera Lanes before beating top qualifier and 2016 Tournament of 
Champions winner Jesper Svensson, 207-193, in the title match of the first major of the 2018 Go 

Bowling! PBA Tour season. 
  

OôGrady held a three-pin lead over Svensson in the eighth frame but was able to pull away when  he 

struck in the ninth frame and the first shot in the 10th. Except for strikes in the second and third frames, 
Svensson was not able to put another string of strikes together for the rest of the match.  

  
ñI feel like Iôm sleepwalkingðitôs a dream come true,ò said the 31-year-old OôGrady, who won PBAôs 

signature event that requires a player to be a PBA champion to be eligible to enter. ñIt just shows you 

what hard work can do. Iôve been working hard the past year to be able to compete at this level. 

  

ñI admit that in the past I havenôt been as disciplined as I should be to be competitive out here on tour,ò 
OôGrady added. ñI just had to commit to putting my head down, grit my teeth, and do the hard work you 

have to do.ò 

  

For Svensson, it was his second consecutive runner-up finish in a major after finishing second in the PBA 

World Championship, the final major of the 2017 season. 
  

OôGrady, who became the first player since Dave DôEntremont in the 1996 Tournament of Champions to 
win four stepladder matches for the title, started the championship round with a 219 -174 victory over 

PBA regional winner BJ Moore of Greensburg, Pa., who finished fifth. 

  
In the second match, OôGrady met four-time and reigning PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte of 

Australia, who was trying for a record -tying 10th major and third Tournament of Champions title. 
Needing a double in the 10th frame to pull out the win, Belmonte struck on the first ball but left a 10 pin 

on a pocket hit on the second shot giving OôGrady the 229-225 win. 

  
ñThat was like climbing the mountain to win that match,ò OôGrady said. ñObviously, I still had a lot of 

work to do but there was a lot of relief after beating Jason, especially with everything he was bowling 
for.ò 

  
Belmonte, who was the No. 3 qualifier, made a dramatic run to the finals just barely advancing to match 

play in the 24th and final position. Had he won, he would have been only the fourth pla yer to win a 

major from that position.  

  

Belmonte finished fourth but will have another opportunity t o win a 10th major when the Barbasol PBA 
Players Championship is held Feb. 19-25 at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl in Columbus, Ohio. 

  

In the semi -final match, OôGrady beat Andrew Anderson of Holly, Mich., a second-year tour player who 
owns one regional title, 194-185. 

  



Anderson and Moore, making their first tour television appearances, also had to qualify for the 
tournament field through the pre-tournament qualifier which was for non -tour winners who owned a title 

in one of PBAôs other divisions. 

  

The 2018 Tournament of Champions marked the return of PBAôs signature tournament to historic AMF 

Riviera Lanes where it had been conducted from 1966 to 1994.  
  

The PBA Tour moves to Indianapolis for the PBA Go Bowling! 60th Anniversary Classic at Woodland Bowl 
which begins Tuesday and will conclude with the stepladder finals  next Sunday (Feb. 18) at 1 p.m. ET on 

ESPN. 
PBA TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS   

AMF Riviera Lanes, Fairlawn, Ohio,  Sunday  

Final Standings   
1, Matt OôGrady, Rahway, N.J., $50,000.  

2, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, $25,000.  
3, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich. $13,000.  

4, Jason Belmonte, Australia, $11,000.  

5, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., $10,000. 
Stepladder Results:   

Match One ï OôGrady def. Moore, 219-174.  
Match Two ï OôGrady def. Belmonte, 229-225. 

Semifinal Match ï OôGrady def. Anderson, 194-185.  
Championship ï OôGrady def. Svensson, 207-193. 

 

 
 

 
New Yorkôs Anthony Pepe Takes Early First Round Lead in Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary 

Classic  

  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 13, 2018) ï Anthony Pepe, a 29-year-old left -hander from Elmhurst, N.Y., 

averaged 252 for his first eight games in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Tuesday to take 
the early first round lead at Woodland Bowl by 20 pins fellow lefty Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz.  

  
Pepe, who is trying for h is second Professional Bowlers Association Tour title, had a dazzling round, 

rolling games of 254, 266, 258, 257, 279, 202, 256 and 245 for a 2,017 total to pace the 75 players on A 

Squad. B squad, the other half of the tournament field, bowled its opening  round at 4 p.m. EST. 
  

Pepe, who came into the 2018 season off a solid performance in the GEICO PBA World Series of Bowling 
IX in Reno, Nev., in late November, said he had a game plan for playing the lanes at Woodland Bowl 

based on previous experiences in the center.  

  
ñThe biggest thing was I had an arsenal of bowling balls in wanted to use, and I was able to make the 

ball choices quickly,ò Pepe said. ñI also came into the season with a lot of confidence after the World 
Series. After Matt OôGrady won the PBA Tournament of Champions last week, he said it was proof of 

what hard work can do, and I couldnôt agree more.ò 

  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is a one-time special event on the PBA schedule, 

commemorating the organizationôs birth in 1958 and 60 years of memorable competition. Over the course 
of the next few weeks, the PBA will unveil its 60 Most Memorable Moments. This weekôs tournament 

began with 84-year-old PBA Hall of Famer Carmen Salvino of Chicago, who bowled in the first PBA 
tournament held in 1959, becoming the oldest bowler ever to participate in a PBA Tour event, and it will 



include the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday, 
leading into Sundayôs live 1 p.m. ESPN finals of the 60th Anniversary Classic. 

  
Qualifying continues Wednesday with B and A squads bowling another eight games at 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., 

respectively. After 16 games, the top 37 players will advance to an eight -game cashers 

round Thursday at 9 a.m. After 24 qualifying games, the top 24 will bowl eight -game head-to-head match 
play rounds Thursday at 6 p.m. and Friday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. All preliminary rounds, plus the annual 

PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m., will be live stream on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra 
Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  
GO BOWLING! PBA 60T H ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 13  

  
EARLY FIRST ROUND STANDINGS (Squad A top 60 after 8 games; Squad B bowled its 8 

games at  4 p.m.)  

1, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 2,017. 
2, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 1,997.  
3, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 1,945. 

4, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 1,924. 

5, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 1,869. 
6, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 1,868. 

7, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 1,855. 
7, Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 1,855. 

9, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 1,853. 
10, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 1,832. 

11, Dom Barrett, England, 1,821. 
12, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 1,814. 

13, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 1,797. 

14, Stuart Williams, England, 1,796. 
15, Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 1,794. 

16, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 1,791. 
17, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 1,788. 

18, AJ Chapman, Wichita, Kan., 1,782. 
19, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 1,781. 

20, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 1,775. 

21, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 1,770. 
22, Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., 1,759. 

23, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 1,756. 
24, Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 1,755. 

24, Kristian Sieradzki, Seminole, Fla., 1,755. 
26, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,754. 

27, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 1,752. 
28, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 1,750. 

29, Matthew O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 1,744. 

30, Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla., 1,743.  
30, Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 1,743. 

32, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 1,742. 
33, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 1,736. 

34, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, 1,734. 
35, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 1,727. 

36, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1,725. 
37, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,723. 

38, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 1,719. 
39, Patrick Girard, Canada, 1,717. 
40, Michael Tang, San Francisco, Calif., 1,716. 
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40, Graham Fach, Canada, 1,716. 
42, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 1,715. 

43, Marco Moretti, Costa Rica, 1,709. 
44, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 1,705. 

45, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 1,703. 
46, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 1,695. 

47, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 1,689. 
48, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 1,688. 

48, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 1,688. 

50, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 1,685.  
51, Steven Arehart, Chesapeake, Va., 1,672. 

52, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 1,668. 
53, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 1,662. 

54, Rhino Page, Orlando, 1,659. 
55, John Furey, Freehold, N.J., 1,654. 

55, Daniel Fransson, Sweden, 1,654. 
57, JR Raymond, Clinton Twp., Mich., 1,631. 

58, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 1,626. 

59, Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 1,621.  
59, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 1,621. 

 
 
New Yorkôs Anthony Pepe Takes First Round Lead in Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic 

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 13, 2018) ï Anthony Pepe, a 29-year-old left -hander from Elmhurst, N.Y., 

averaged 252 for his first eight games in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Tuesday to take 
the first round lead at Woodland Bowl by 20 pins fellow lefty Jakob Buttur ff of Tempe, Ariz.  

  
Pepe, who is trying for his second Professional Bowlers Association Tour title, had a dazzling round, 

rolling games of 254, 266, 258, 257, 279, 202, 256 and 245 for a 2,017 total to pace the 148 -player field. 

  
Pepe, who came into the 2018 season off a solid performance in the GEICO PBA World Series of Bowling 

IX in Reno, Nev., in late November, where he had a runner -up finish in the PBA Chameleon 
Championship presented by Reno Tahoe, said he had a game plan for playing the lanes at Woodland 

Bowl based on previous experiences in the center. 
  

ñThe biggest thing was I had an arsenal of bowling balls I wanted to use, and I was able to make the ball 

choices and moves on the lanes quickly,ò Pepe said. ñI also came into the season with a lot of confidence 
after the World Series. After Matt OôGrady won the PBA Tournament of Champions last week, he said it 

was proof of what hard work can do, and I couldnôt agree more.ò 

  

The same hard-work philosophy applies to Brian Robinson of Morgantown, W.Va., a 28-year-old 10th-

year PBA member who had previously advanced to match play twice in 58 tournaments. But after hurting 
his right wrist about 18 months ago, he switched to a two -handed delivery and averaged 246.5 for his 

eight games Tuesday, finishing the round in third place with a 1,972 total ï 45 pins behind Pepe. 
Rounding out the top five we re Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., with 1,945 pins and DJ Archer of 

Friendswood, Texas, with a 1,930 total.  

  
The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is a one-time tournament, commemorating the 

organizationôs birth in 1958 and 60 years of memorable competition. Over the course of the next few 
weeks, the PBA will unveil its 60 Most Memorable Moments. 

  
This weekôs tournament began with 84-year-old PBA Hall of Famer Carmen Salvino of Chicago, a PBA 

founding member who bowled in the organizationôs first PBA tournament in 1959 at age 25, becoming 



the oldest bowler ever to participate in a PBA Tour event. The weeklong festivities will include the PBA 
60th Anniversary Celebration dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday along with the 2018 

PBA League Draft. The tournament concludes Sunday with the live telecast of the stepladder finals at  1 
p.m. Eastern on ESPN. 

  

Qualifying continues Wednesday with B and A squads bowling another eight games at 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
respectively. Based on 16-game pinfall totals, the top 37 players will advance to an eight -game cashers 

round Thursday at 9 a.m. After 24 games, the top 24 will bowl eight -game head-to-head match play 
rounds Thursday at 6 p.m. and Friday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.  All preliminary rounds, 

plus Saturdayôs League Draft at 10:30 a.m. and the 60th Anniversary dinner at  6:30 p.m., will be live 
stream on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNI VERSARY CLASSIC 

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis,  Tuesday  

  
FIRST ROUND STANDINGS (after 8 games)  

1, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 2,017. 

2, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 1,997. 
3, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W. Va., 1,972. 

4, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 1,945. 
5, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 1,930. 

6, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 1,924. 
7, Matt Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 1,910. 

8, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 1,902. 

9, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 1,900. 
10, (tie) Andres Gomez, Colombia, and Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 1,869. 

12, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 1,868. 
13, (tie) Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, and Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 1,855. 

15, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 1,853. 

16, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 1,839. 
17, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1,838. 

18, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 1,837.  
19, Richie Teece, England, 1,835. 

20, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas, 1,833. 

21, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 1,832. 
22, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 1,827. 

23, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 1,826. 
24, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., 1,824. 

25, Dom Barrett, England, 1,821. 
26, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 1,819. 

27, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 1,814.  

28, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 1,813. 
29, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 1,810.  

30, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 1,802. 
31, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1,801. 

32, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 1,797. 

33, Stuart Williams, England, 1,796. 
34, Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 1,794. 

35, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 1,792. 
36, (tie) Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla.; Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, and Connor Pickford, Charlotte, 

N.C., 1,791. 
39, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 1,788. 

40, Kamron Doyle, Brentwood, Tenn., 1,783.  
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41, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 1,782. 
42, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 1,781. 

43, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 1,776. 
44, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 1,775. 

45, Sam Cooley, Australia, 1,771. 

46, (tie) Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., and Jason Belmonte, Australia, 1,770. 
48, (tie) Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., and Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 1,759. 

50, (tie) Thomas Larsen, Denmark and Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 1,756. 
52, (tie) Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, and Kristian Sieradzki, Seminole, Fla., 1,755. 

54, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,754. 
55, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 1,752. 

56, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 1,751. 

57, (tie) Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., and Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 1,750. 
59, (tie) Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, and Kyle Cook, Centerville, Ohio, 1,749. 

61, (tie) Nicholas Pate, Inver Grove Heights, Minn., and Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 1,748. 
63, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 1,744. 

64, (tie) Trey Ford III, Bartlesvi lle, Okla., and Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., 1,743. 

66, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 1,742. 
67, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 1,736. 

68, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, 1,734. 
69, (tie) Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., and Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 1,730. 

71, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., 1,728. 
72, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 1,727. 

73, (tie) Ryan Graywacz, Canastota, N.Y., and Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1,725. 

75, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 1,723. 
76, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 1,719. 

77, Patrick Girard, Canada, 1,717. 
78, (tie) Michael Tang, San Francisco, Calif., and Graham Fach, Canada, 1,716. 

80, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 1,715. 

81, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 1,711. 
82, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 1,710.  

83, (tie) Marco Moretti, Costa Rica, and Francois Louw, South Africa, 1,709. 
85, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 1,705. 

86, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 1,703. 

87, Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 1,700. 
88, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky., 1,696. 

89, (tie) Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., and Ron Mohr, Las Vegas, 1,695. 
91, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 1,689. 

92, (ti e) AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., and Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 1,688. 
94, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 1,685. 

95, (tie) Zachery Tackett, Huntington, Ind.; Beau Peterson,  Newton, Kan., and Steven Arehart, 

Chesapeake, Va., 1,672. 
98, Jason Zook, Tampa, Fla., 1,669. 

99, (tie) Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, and Mike Edwards, Tulsa, Okla., 1,668. 
101, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 1,665. 

102, David Krol, Nixa, Mo., 1,664. 

103, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 1,662. 
104, (tie) Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill., and Rhino Page, Orlando, 1,659. 

106, (tie) John Furey, Freehold, N.J., and Daniel Fransson, Sweden, 1,654. 
108, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 1,653. 

109, Carleton Chambers, Detroit, 1,652. 
110, (tie) Napatra Buspanikonkul, Thailand, and Brian LeClair, Albany, N.Y., 1,642. 

112, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 1,634. 



113, JR Raymond, Clinton Twp., Mich., 1,631. 
114, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 1,626. 

115, (tie) Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., and Markus Jansson, Sweden, 1,621. 
117, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, 1,619. 

118, Johnny Petraglia, Jackson, N.J., 1,617. 

119, Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 1,614. 
120, Christopher O'Neil, Decatur, Ill., 1,611.  

121, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 1,608. 
122, William Tarpein, McDonough, Ga., 1,605. 

123, Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 1,603. 
124, Ray Teece, England, 1,602. 

125, Tyler Wilds, Three Rivers, Mich., 1,598. 

126, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz., 1,593. 
127, Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 1,590. 

128, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 1,587. 
129, Tony Johnson, Canton, Ohio, 1,583. 

130, Chris Hartung, Goshen, Ind., 1,567.  

131, Jason Britain, Springfield, Mo., 1,566. 
132, Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 1,561. 

133, Noel Vega, Noblesville, Ind., 1,551. 
134, Gary Kammes, Winfield, Ill., 1,548.  

135, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y., 1,527. 
136, Kenneth Galitsky, Plainfield, Ind., 1,524.  

137, Steve Walls, Jr., Canada, 1,499. 

138, Tristan Butler, Fort Wayne, Ind., 1,498.  
139, Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 1,494. 

140, Jackson Getting, Portsmouth, N.H., 1,490. 
141, Tony Gilbert, Indianapolis, 1,483.  

142, Timothy Regan, East Northport, N.Y., 1,452. 

143, James Johnson, Waynesville, Mo., 1,443. 
144, Patrick Norred, LaPorte, Ind., 1,413. 

145, Sandra Gongora, Mexico, 1,403. 
146, Carmen Salvino, Schaumburg, Ill., 1,400. 

147, Greg Lair, Indianapolis, Ind., 1,284.  

148, Matthew Ward, Fort Mohave, Ariz., 1,242. 
300 Games:  Gary Faulkner Jr., Marshall Kent, Andres Gomez. 

 
 
Indianaôs Matt Sanders Takes Early Second Round Lead in Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary 

Classic  

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 14, 2018) ï Indiana native Matt Sanders, the 2017 Professional Bowlers 
Association Rookie of the Year, was feeling under the weather, but didnôt bowl like it in rolling into the 

early second round lead in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary ClassicWednesday at Woodland Bowl. 
  

The 24-year-old left -hander rolled games of 204, 222, 258, 278, 237, 279, 278 and 216 for 1,977 pins for 
the round and a 16-game total of 3,887 pins to pace the 73 players on B Squad, who completed their 

qualifying round Wednesday afternoon. The 75 players on A Squad bowled their final eight-game 

qualifying round at  4 p.m. EST. 
  

Sanders, a former NAIA All-American with Marian University, was scoring at a 242.94 pace in build a 89-
pin lead over Kris Prather of Plainfield, Ill., after 16 games. Andrew Anderson of Holly, Mich., was third 

among the early finishers with 3,751 pins.  



  
ñI got off to a slow start, but once I got going, I bowled pretty well,ò said Sanders, an Evansville native 

who recently relocated to Indianapolis. ñIt would really mean a lot to win a title in my home state, but I 
have to make it to the stepladder finals first.ò 

  

Sanders won his first PBA Tour title in the Xtra Frame Billy Hardwick Memorial Open in Memphis last 
June. He also finished fifth in the 2017 PBA World Championship and finished sixth in last weekôs PBA 

Tournament of Champions, missing the ESPN finals by 10 pins. 
  

In addition to Sanders, fellow Hoosiers Ronnie Russell of Marion (fifth place) and EJ Tackett of 
Huntington (17th) were in solid position to remain in contention for the 60th Anniversary Classic title.  

  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is special tournament at the heart of a week dedicated to 
the organizationôs birth in 1958 and 60 years of competition. Included in the season -long celebration will 

be the unveiling of the PBAôs 60 Most Memorable Moments, the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner 
and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday, and Sundayôs live 1 p.m. ESPN finals of the 60th 

Anniversary Classic. 

  
Based on 16-game qualifying totals, the to p 37 players now advance to an eight-game cashers 

round Thursday at 9 a.m. After 24 qualifying games, the top 24 will bowl eight -game head-to-head match 
play rounds Thursday at 6 p.m. and Friday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.  All preliminary rounds, plus the annual 

PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration 
Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. To sign 

up, visit xtraframe.tv. 

  
GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 14  

  

EARLY SECOND ROUND STANDINGS (Squad B leaders after 16 games; Squad A bowled its 

final 8 ga mes at  4 p.m.  Wednesday)  

1, Matthew Sanders, Evansville, Ind., 3,887. 

2, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 3,798.  
3, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 3,751. 

4, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., 3,722. 

5, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 3,697. 
6, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 3,684. 

7, Richie Teece, England, 3,665. 
8, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 3,654. 

9, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 3,636. 
10, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 3,634. 

11, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 3,615. 

12, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 3,607. 
13, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 3,598. 

14, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 3,597. 
15, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 3,596. 

16, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 3,594. 

17, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3,584.  
18, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 3,568. 

19, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 3,567. 
20, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 3,560. 

21, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 3,552. 
22, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 3,544. 

23, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 3,539. 
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24, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 3,525. 
25, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 3,524. 

300 Games:  Russ Oviatt, Richard McCormick. 
  
 

Big Finishes Gives Marshall Kent the Lead in Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic  

Indianaôs Matt Sanders, Arizonaôs Jakob Butturff tied for second as top 37 qualifiers head into cashers 
round 

  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 14, 2018) ï Thanks to a big finish, Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., overtook 

20-something left-handers Matt Sanders of Indianapolis and Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., to grab the 
second round lead in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Wednesday at Woodland Bowl. 

  

Kent, a 25-year-old four-time Professional Bowlers Association titlist and the tourôs 2014 rookie of the 
year, fired games of 215, 244, 268, 202, 227, 266 and a 256 in his closing game to finish the  second 

round with a 1,946 pinfall total and a 16 -game total of  3.891 pins. He overtook Sanders, the early leader, 
and Butturff, who wound up tied with Sanders, four pins behind Kent.  

  

ñI got to play the way I really like to play,ò Kent said. ñStand left, throw right, crank it up and watch it 
float back to the pocket. It worked well tonight.ò 

  
Sanders, the 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year, was feeling under the weather, but he didnôt bowl like it 

earlier in the day when he rolled into the early lead.  The 24-year-old left -hander rolled games of 204, 
222, 258, 278, 237, 279, 278 and 216 to finish with a 16 -game total of 3,887 pins. Butturff, 23, 

momentarily held the lead before closing with a 194 game to fall back into a tie for second.  

  
Those three and 34 others advanced to Thursday morningôs cashers round, remaining in contention 

for Sundayôs five-player stepladder finals. 
  

Sanders, a former NAIA All-American with Marian University, started slowly, but got hot in an event that 

has special meaning. An Evansville native, he recently relocated to Indianapolis.  

  

ñIt would really mean a lot to win a title in my home state,ò Sanders said, ñbut I have to make it to the 
stepladder finals first.ò 

  

Sanders won his first PBA Tour title in the Xtra Frame Billy Hardwick Memorial Open in Memphis last 
June. He also finished fifth in the end -of-2017-season PBA World Championship and finished sixth in last 

weekôs PBA Tournament of Champions, missing the ESPN finals by 10 pins. Butturff also owns two titles, 
both won in 2016.  

  
In addition to Sanders, fellow Hoosiers Ronnie Russell of Marion (10th place) and EJ Tackett of 

Huntington (29th) were among the players who remain in contention.   

  
The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is a special tournament at the heart of a week dedicated to 

the organizationôs birth in 1958 and 60 years of competition since then. Included in the season-long 
celebration will be the unveiling of the PBAôs 60 Most Memorable Moments, the PBA 60th Anniversary 

Celebration dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday, and Sundayôs live 1 p.m. ESPN finals 

of the 60th Anniversary Classic. 
  

Based on 16-game qualifying totals, the top 37 players out of the starting field of 148 now advance to an 
eight-game cashers round Thursday at 9 a.m. After 24 qualifying games, the top 24 will bowl eight -game 

head-to-head match play rounds Thursday at 6 p.m. and Fridayat 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.  

  



All preliminary rounds, plus the annual PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th 
Anniversary Celebration Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed  on PBAôs online bowling 

channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 
  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Fe b. 14  

  

SECOND ROUND STANDINGS (after 16 games, top 37 advance to the cashers round at  9 
a.m.  Thursday)  

1, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 3,891 
2, (tie) Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, and Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 3,887.  

4, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 3,798.  

5, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 3,751. 
6, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 3,746. 

7, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 3,727. 
8, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., 3,722. 

9, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 3,716. 

10, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 3,697. 
11, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 3,694. 

12, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 3,684. 
13, Richie Teece, England, 3,665. 

14, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 3,654. 
15, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 3,636. 

16, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 3,634. 

17, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 3,628. 
18, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 3,622. 

19, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W. Va., 3,615. 
20, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 3,607. 

21, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 3,600. 

22,  23, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 3,597. 
24, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 3,596. 

25, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 3,594. 
26, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 3,589. 

27, Dom Barrett, England, 3,586. 

28, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 3,585. 
29, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3,584.  

30, Graham Fach, Canada, 3,577. 
31, Patrick Girard, Canada, 3,573. 

32, (tie) And rew Cain, Phoenix, and Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 3,568. 
34, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 3,567. 

35, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 3,563. 

36, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 3,560. 
37, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 3,557. 

  
Did not advance  

38, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 3,552. 

39, (tie) Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., and Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 3,550.  
41, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 3,544. 

42, (tie) Jason Belmonte, Australia, and Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 3,539. 
44, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 3,525. 

45, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 3,524. 
46, Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 3,517. 

47, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, 3,516. 
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48, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 3,514. 
49, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 3,505. 

50, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 3,502.  
51, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 3,500. 

52, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 3,491. 

53, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 3,484. 
54, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 3,483. 

55, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., 3,482. 
56, (tie) Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, and Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 3,481. 

58, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 3,479. 
59, Stuart Williams, England, 3,476. 

60, (tie) Michael Tang, San Francisco, and Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 3,465. 

62, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 3,463. 
63, Francois Louw, South Africa, 3,458. 

64, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 3,445. 
65, Kamron Doyle, Brentwood, Tenn., 3,443. 

66, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 3,436. 

67, Mike Edwards, Tulsa, Okla., 3,433. 
68, John Furey, Freehold, N.J., 3,430. 

69, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 3,426. 
70, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 3,421. 

71, Nicholas Pate, Inver Grove Heights, Minn., 3,420. 
72, (tie) Mitch Beasley, Clarksville, Tenn., and Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 3,419. 

74, Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 3,418. 

75, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 3,414. 
76, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 3,412. 

77, Aaron Lorincz, Center Line, Mich., 3,408. 
78, Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 3,406.  

79, Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla., 3,397.  

80, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 3,393. 
81, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 3,391. 

82, Rhino Page, Orlando, 3,379. 
83, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 3,377. 

84, Tyler Wilds, Three Rivers, Mich., 3,376. 

85, Sam Cooley, Australia, 3,366. 
86, Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., 3,355. 

87, (tie) Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., and Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas, 3,353. 
89, (tie) Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., and Kyle Cook, Centerville, Ohio, 3,346. 

91, Carleton Chambers, Detroit, 3,345. 
92, Ray Teece, England, 3,339. 

93, Ryan Graywacz, Canastota, N.Y., 3,335. 

94, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 3,316. 
95, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 3,315. 

96, Napatra Buspanikonkul, Thailand, 3,314. 
97, Beau Peterson, Newton, Kan., 3,313. 

98, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill., 3,312. 

99, Kristian Sieradzki, Seminole, Fla., 3,311. 
100, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 3,306. 

101, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky., 3,300. 
102, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz., 3,293. 

103, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 3,287. 
104, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 3,282. 

105, Zachery Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 3,277.  



106, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 3,274. 
107, David Krol, Nixa, Mo., 3,268. 

108, Daniel Fransson, Sweden, 3,267. 
109, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 3,266. 

110, Steven Arehart, Chesapeake, Va., 3,261. 

111, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 3,259. 
112, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, 3,258. 

112, Ron Mohr, Las Vegas, 3,258. 
114, Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 3,256. 

115, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 3,235. 
116, Johnny Petraglia, Jackson, N.J., 3,226. 

117, Jason Zook, Tampa, Fla., 3,221.  

118, Jason Britain, Springfield, Mo., 3,215. 
119, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 3,214. 

120, Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 3,202. 
121, Christopher O'Neil, Decatur, Ill., 3,199.  

122, Marco Moretti, Costa Rica, 3,191. 

123, Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 3,184. 
124, Brian LeClair, Albany, N.Y., 3,178. 

125, Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 3,168. 
126, Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 3,162. 

127, Gary Kammes, Winfield, Ill., 3,153.  
128, Noel Vega, Noblesville, Ind., 3,146. 

129, Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J., 3,136. 

130, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 3,118. 
131, Steve Walls, Jr., Canada, 3,098. 

132, Chris Hartung, Goshen, Ind., 3,090. 
133, Tony Johnson, Canton, Ohio, 3,052. 

134, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y., 3,023. 

135, (tie) Timothy Regan, East Northport, N.Y., and William Tarpein, McDonough, Ga., 3,010. 
137, Tony Gilbert, Indianapolis, 3,007.  

138, Kenneth Galitsky, Plainfield, Ind., 2,891. 
139, James Johnson, Waynesville, Mo., 2,880. 

140, Jackson Getting, Portsmouth, N.H., 2,879. 

141, Carmen Salvino, Schaumburg, Ill., 2,854.  
142, Greg Lair, Indianapolis, Ind., 2,831.  

143, Patrick Norred, LaPorte, Ind., 2,813.  
144, Sandra Gongora, Mexico, 2,771. 

145, Matthew Ward, Fort Mohave, Ariz., 2,612. 
146, Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 3,044. 

147, Tristan Butler, Fort Wayne, Ind., 1,733.  

148, JR Raymond, Clinton Twp., Mich., 1,631. 
  

300 Games:  Russ Oviatt, Richard McCormick. 
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

PBAôS 60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTS REVEAL BEGINS SUNDAY ON ESPN 

For the past six months, the PBA has engaged in an extensive research project to try to identify ñThe 60 

Most Memorable Moments in PBA Historyò with the help of past players, veteran bowling writers, industry 
representatives, etc. 

  



The list that began with twice as many contending memories has been culled down to the 60 most 
memorable moments, and the top 10 will be reveal ed to the viewing public during  Sundayôs live ESPN 

coverage of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classicéand Xtra Frame viewers will get a sneak peak 
at the top 10 during coverage of Saturday nightôs PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner. 

  

The remaining 50 moments will be revealed systematically in the weeks ahead, as part of the PBAôs year-
long celebration of its first 60 years.  

  
ñIt isnôt a list of the best moments, or the most historic,ò said PBA Vice President of Marketing Janay 

Haggerty , who coordinated the project. ñIt boils down to the moments that made for the greatest 
memories, and as any PBA fan knows, there are hundreds of great memories to choose from. Itôll be fun 

to hear the reaction of fans  as we reveal the moments our panel of experts selected.ò 

The 60 Most Memorable Moments in PBA History will be revealed on all of the PBA Networkôs media 
platforms ï Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, pba.com, etc. in the weeks ahead. To make sure 

you donôt miss out, follow the PBA on Facebook ((www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or 
Instagram (pbatour), subscribe t o the PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling) and tweet along on Twitter 

(@pbatour). 

  
FIELD OF ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES SET FOR SATURDAYôS PBA LEAGUE DRAFT 

The list of eligible players for the 2018 PBA League Draft that takes place Saturday in Indianapolis has 
been confirmed. Each of the eight PBA League managers will select two players from the eligibility list 

beginning at 10:30 a.m. ET at Woodland Bowl. The draft will be lived streamed on PBAôs Xtra Frame 
online bowling channel. 
  
The eligibility list consists of PBA members who are in the top 75 PBA on the National Tour/WBT earnings 
list for 2017 plus 2018 events through the just -completed PBA Tournament of Champions. No new names 

were added based on TOC results, but two players ï Bryon Smith  and Chris Warren  ï voluntarily 
withdrew their names from consid eration. 
  
The draft order will be reverse order of finish from last year, beginning with No. 8 Brooklyn followed by 
Motown, NYC, LA, Philadelphia, Silver Lake, Portland and Dallas. 
  
The complete list of players who are already on team rosters includes the following:  
ƀ Shipyard Dallas Strikers: Player-manager Norm Duke, Tommy Jones, Bill OôNeill; 
ƀ Port Property Portland Lumberjacks: Ryan Ciminelli,  Wes Malott,  Kyle Troup;  
ƀ Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom Splitters: Chris Barnes, Jesper Svensson, Tom Daugherty;  
ƀ Sysco Philadelphia Hitmen: Dom Barrett, Tom Smallwood,  Ronnie Russell ; 
ƀ bowlingball.com L.A. X: Jason Belmonte, Stuart Williams, Martin Larsen;  
ƀ GEICO NYC WTT KingPins: Pete Weber, Marshall  Kent, Sam Cooley;  
ƀ Barbasol Motown Muscle: EJ Tackett, Francois Lavoie, Anthony Simonsen;  
ƀ Brooklyn Styles: Parker Bohn III, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Sean Rash.  
  
Only 16 of the eligible players listed below (in alphabetical order) will be drafted, so itôs a certainty that a 

number of deserving players will have to wait another year:  

Dick Allen  

Andrew Anderson  

Pontus Andersson  

Brad Angelo  

DJ Archer  

Zeke Bayt  

Josh Bl anchard  

Kim Bolleby  

http://pba.com/
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Charlie Brown  

Jakob Butturff  

AJ Chapman  

Jeff Evans  

Graham Fach  

Trey Ford  

Daniel Fransson  

Andres Gomez  

Rafiq Ismail  

Liz Johnson  

AJ Johnson  

Shota Kawazoe  

Nick Kruml  

Yannaphon Larpapharat  

Thomas Larsen  

Brian LeClair  

Chris Loschetter  

Francois Louw  

Shawn Maldonado  

Danielle McEwan  

Matthew McNie l  

Brad Miller  

BJ Moore  

Brandon Novak  

Matthew O'Grady  

Greg Ostrander  

Rhino Page  

Osku Palermaa  

Anthony Pepe  

Connor Pickford  

Kristopher Prather  

Matthew Sanders  

Kyle Sherman  

Jason Sterner  

John Szczerbinski  

Darren Tang  

Richie Teece  

Chris Via  

Cameron Weier  

Zacha ray Wilkins  

Dave Wodka  

  
The PBA League will return to Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine, in April. After the PBA Xtra Frame Maine 

Shootout April 17-18 (a PBA Tour title event), all PBAL teams will bowl an eight-game Baker ñseeding 
tournamentò on April 20. The PBAL quarterfinals will take place onApril 21 with the No. 1 seeded team vs. 

No. 8 and No. 4 vs. No. 5 on the first ESPN show that airs on April 22, followed by team  No. 2 vs. No. 7, 

and No. 3 vs. No. 6 in the show that will air on  April 29. Semifinal and Elias Cup final matches will be 
contested on April 22 to air on ESPN on May 6 and 13, respectively. 

  
EVEN AT 84, CARMEN SALVINO ISNôT PLEASED WITH LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE 

At 9 a.m. on Tuesday, PBA Hall of Famer Carmen Salvino  made history again, throwing a ball in 
Professional Bowlers Association competition at age 84 to become the oldest player ever to compete in a 



PBA Tour event. He got nine pins on his first shot, converted his spare and completed game one with a 
respectable 204. 

  
The only person in the field who also bowled in the first PBA tournament ever held (1959, Albany, 

N.Y.),  Salvino had a mixed day. He followed his 204 with games of 146, 135, 152, 169, and just when 

you might think he was tired or ready to throw i n the towel, he had a 205 foll owed by a 258 before 
closing with a 131. For his 16 qualifying games, he averaged a modest 178, disappointing by personal 

standards he set in a 17-title career spanning all 60 years of the PBAôs existence, but he partly blamed 
himself. 

  
The biggest issue, he noted, was his recent lack of bowling in a competitive environment to get ready for 

the tournament.  

  
ñYou canôt practice for PBA Tour lane conditions at home. When you get out here, moving from one pair 

of lanes to the next, things change so much itôs like bowling one game in this center and the next game 
in a completely different center,ò he said, offering sound advice for any would-be PBA competitor. ñYou 

canôt practice for this level of competition by bowling in league play back home.ò 

  
Salvino will likely conclude his tournament by bowling his final qualifying round  Wednesday at 4 p.m. ET. 

Only the top 37 after 16 games will advance to Thursdayôs cashers round, remaining in contention 
for Sundayôs 1 p.m. live ESPN stepladder finals. 

  
But he wonôt concede this is his final PBA Tour event. ñI bowled in the 50th anniversary event. I bowled 

in the 60th anniversary event and Iôll probably bowl in the 70th anniversary tournament,ò he said. ñI just 

hope the news media is still around to cover it when I do .ò 
  

Visit ñIn the Newsò on pba.com later in the week for links to newspaper and television features about 
Salvinoôs historic appearance in Indianapolis. 

  

CONCRETE SOFTWAREôS ñBEAT THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSICò CHAMPION CHALLENGE 
BEGINS  MONDAY  

In honor of  Go Bowling! PBA Tour's 60th Anniversary season, the PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game is 
offering players a PBA 60th Anniversary tournament inside the new Anniversary venue. To enter, 

download PBA Bowling Challenge and start bowling on  Monday, Feb. 19 at noon. Beat the Go Bowling! 

PBA 60th Anniversary Classic winnerôs score, and youôll be eligible to win the sweepstakes. 

  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic finals air Sunday at 1 p.m. EST on ESPN. Each tournament 
score that beats the winner's score will count as an entry. One entry will be randomly selected as the 

winner and will receive a bowling pin signed by the winner plus 5,000 Gold Pins! Players can enter scores 
as often as they wish between 1 p.m. EST on Feb. 19 and 12:59 a.m. EST on Feb. 26. Here is a link to 

the official rules http://bit.ly/PBA60th_OfficialRules . 

  
Everyone with a mobile device is invited to join the fun. The PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game app is a 

free download at Google Play and Apple App stores. Use these links: Google 
Play: http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd 

  

MARSHALL KENT PROVIDES HIS ñPERSPECTIVEò ON 2017 OKLAHOMA OPEN VICTORY 

Marshall Kent  reveals personal insights into his 2017 victory over Chris Barnes  to win the Oklahoma 

Open in Shawnee, Okla., in the newest edition of PBA Playerôs Perspective on Xtra Frame. The feature 
debuts today. 

  
The Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspective series presents a new inside look at PBA competition every 

Thursday, followed a week later by availability of the exclusive interview on PBAôs YouTube channel. 

http://pba.com/
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Recent Perspectiveôs include Pete Weber  (2012 U.S. Open). Rhino  Page (2017 PBA Xtra Frame Kenn-
Feld Group Classic); Chris Barnes  (2015 DHC PBA Japan Invitational) Tom Daugherty  (2016 Wolf 

Open) and EJ Tackett/Tommy Jones  (2017 FireLake Tournament of Champions). Additional 
perspectives will be announced in the coming weeks. 

  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for three days, a full month or a 12 -month Xtra Frame 
Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe. 

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: AMATEURS WIN IN ñCHALLENGEò DOUBLEHEADER 

Amateurs Justin Mandell  of Orlando, Fla., and Hector Valenzuela  of Whitsett, N.C., were victorious 
in Sundayôs PBA and PBA50 BreakPoint Alley Challenge events in Tavares, Fla. Both tournaments, 

presented by DV8, were open to bowlers who had not previously won a PBA title. 

  
Mandell defeated Anthony Coats  of Pflugerville, Texas, 203-191, to win the standard challenge event 

and $1,600. Valenzuela defeated Craig Auerbach  of Sunrise, Fla., 186-171, in the PBA50 event for a 
$1,500 payday. Neither player earned credit for a PBA title because they were not PBA members at the 

time they won.  

  
ƀ The PBA South Regionôs second weekend of competition includes the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota 

Spartanburg South Open at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., over the Feb. 16-18 weekend. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

new PBA app). 
  
Perfect Game Helps Jakob Butturff Lead Field of 24 into Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic 

Match Play  

Indianaôs Matt Sanders, Ronnie Russell keep title hopes alive 

  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 15, 2018) ï Helped by rolling the only 300 game of the round, 23 -year-old 

Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., took the lead at the end of the cashers round in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th 
Anniversary Classic Thursday at Woodland Bowl. 

  
Butturff, an unorthodox double -jointed left -hander, entered the cashers round in a tie for s econd place, 

four pins out of the lead, but quickly overtook second -round leader Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., 

behind games of 268, 258, 290, 217, 185, 237, 300 and 209 for a 24-game average of 243.79 and a total 
of 5,851 pins ï 98 pins ahead of Kent. Butturff is a two -time PBA Tour titlist, winning both titles during 

the 2016 season. 
  

Following the cashers round, the field of 37 was trimmed to the top 24 for the sta rt of round robin match 

play Thursday at 6 p.m. The finals two match play rounds are set for Friday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. EST. 
After 48 games, the top five players will advance to  Sundayôsstepladder finals.  

  
Heading into the opening round of match play, Indianapolisô Matt Sanders was in third place with 5,622 

pins followed by two -hander Keven Williams of Springfield, Mo., with a 5,593 total and Andrew Anderson 
of Holly, Mich., at 5,533 pins. Ronnie Russell of nearby Marion, Ind., was the other Hoosier to keep his 

title hopes alive, advancing in 13th place.  

  
The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic, dedicated to the organizationôs 60th year of competition, 

is part of a season-long celebration will be the unveiling of the PBAôs 60 Most Memorable Moments, the 
PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday, 

http://xtraframe.com/
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and Sundayôs live 1 p.m. ESPN finals of the 60th Anniversary Classic. The Indianapolis tournament is part 
of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour schedule. 

  
All preliminary rounds, plus the annual PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling 

channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 
  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodlan d Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 14  

  
CASHERS ROUND STANDINGS (after 24 games, top 24 advance to round robin match play)  

1, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 5,851, $100.  

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 5,753, $100. 
3, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 5,622. 

4, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo.,, 5,593. 
5, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 5,533. 

6, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 5,512.  

7, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 5,495. 
8, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 5,480. 

9, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 5,459. 
10, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 5,428. 

11, Graham Fach, Canada, 5,417. 
12, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 5,400. 

13, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 5,394. 

14, Dom Barrett, England, 5,388. 
15, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 5,374. 

16, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 5,363. 
17, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 5,356.  

18, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 5,355. 

18, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 5,355. 
20, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 5,354. 

21, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 5,345. 
22, Richie Teece, England, 5,319. 

23, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 5,309, $100. 

24, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 5,304. 
Failed to advance  

25, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 5,296, $2,000. 
26, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 5,286, $1,950.  

27, Patrick Girard, Canada, 5,274, $1,900. 
28, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 5,262, $1,850.  

29, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 5,260, $1,775. 

29, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 5,260, $1,875. 
31, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 5,248, $1,700. 

32, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 5,241, $1,650. 
33, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 5,240, $1,600.  

34, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 5,219, $1,650. 

35, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 5,216, $1,500. 
36, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 5,210, $1,450. 

37, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 5,117, $1,400. 
300 Games:  Jakob Butturff.  

 
Jako b Butturff Recovers, Regains Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Lead  

Final 16 games of match play set for Friday to determine  Sundayôs ESPN finalists 

http://xtraframe.tv/


  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 15 , 2018) ï Third-round leader Jakob Butturff lost his first four matches and 

dropped out of the lead in the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic at Woodland Bowl Thursday 
night, but surged back with four straight wins to close his round and regain the l ead. 

  

Butturff, an unorthodox double -jointed left -hander, overtook Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., to start 
Thursdayôs competition, rolling games of 268, 258, 290, 217, 185, 237, 300 and 209 in the morning 

round. The two-time PBA Tour titlist lost head-to-head matches with games of 215, 245, 205 and 246 to 
start the evening round, but then won his last four matches with games of 211, 244, 182 and 216. 

Butturff finished the day with a 32 -game total of 7,735 pins, including match play bonus pins, and a 94 -
pin lead over Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash. 

  

ñThe lanes were tighter on the back ends to start and my ball just wasnôt finishing the way I wanted,ò the 
23-year-old left -hander said. ñIt was a matter of staying patient, and weôve got 16 more games to bowl 

on Friday, so weôll see what happens.ò 

  

Kent, who also posted a 4-4 match play record, finished with 7,641 pins, 42 ahead of two -handed player 

Keven Williams of Springfield, Mo. Indianapolisô Matt Sanders was fourth with a 7,479 total and Andrew 
Cain of Phoenix was fifth with 7,410 pins ï one pin ahead of Andrew Anderson of Holly, Mich. Williams, 

Cain and Anderson all are trying for their first PBA Tour titles.  

  

The finals two eight -game match play rounds are set for Friday at  11 a.m. and 6 p.m. EST. After 48 
games, the top five players will advance to  Sundayôs live ESPN stepladder finals at 1 p.m. EST.  

  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic, dedicated to the organizationôs 60th year of competition, 
is part of a season-long celebration will be the unveiling of the PBAôs 60 Most Memorable Moments, the 

PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday, 
and Sundayôs 60th Anniversary Classic finals. The Indianapolis tournament is part of the 2018 Go 

Bowling! PBA Tour schedule. 

  
All preliminary rounds, plus the annual PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling 
channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 15  

  
FOURTH ROUND STANDINGS (after 32 games including match play bonus pins; top five after 

48 games advance to ESPN ste pladder finals  Sunday  at  1 p.m. EST)  

1, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 4 -4, 7,735. 

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 4-4, 7,641. 

3, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo.,, 5-3, 7,599. 
4, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 3-5, 7,479. 

5, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 6-2, 7,410. 
6, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 3-5, 7,409. 

7, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 5-3, 7,404. 

8, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 5-3, 7,370. 
9, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 5 -3, 7,353. 

10, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 5-3, 7,346. 
11, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 4-3-1, 7,325. 

12, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 5-3, 7,305. 
13, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 3-4-1, 7,303. 

14, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 3-5, 7,272. 
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15, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 4-4, 7,256. 
16, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 5-3, 7,249. 

17, Graham Fach, Canada, 3-5, 7,204. 
18, Dom Barrett, England, 3-4-1, 7,153. 

19, Richie Teece, England, 3-4-1, 7,144. 

20, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 3-5, 7,129. 
21, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 4-4, 7,115. 

22, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 5-3, 7,005. 
23, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 1-7, 6,894. 

24, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 3-5, 6,892.  
Failed to advance  

25, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 5,296, $2,000. 

26, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 5,286, $1,950. 
27, Patrick Girard, Canada, 5,274, $1,900. 

28, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 5,262, $1,850.  
29, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 5,260, $1,775. 

29, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 5,260, $1,775. 

31, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 5,248, $1,700. 
32, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 5,241, $1,650. 

33, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 5,240, $1,600. 
34, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 5,219, $1,550. 

35, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 5,216, $1,500. 
36, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 5,210, $1,450. 

37, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 5,117, $1,400. 

300 Games:  Jakob Butturff.  
  

 
Battle for Top Five on Tap as Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Enters Final Round  

Butturff, Kent lead close pack of contenders into final eight games of match play  

  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 16, 2018) ï Frontrunners Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., and Marshall Kent of 

Yakima, Wash., are relatively comfortable heading into the final round of match play in the Go Bowling! 
PBA 60th Anniversary Classic at Woodland Bowl, but there will be an intense battle for the remaining 

three berths in Sundayôs ESPN finals during the pivotal eight-game round tonight.  

  

The final eight-game match play round begins at 6 p.m. EST today. After 48 games, the to p five players 

will advance to Sundayôs live ESPN stepladder finals at 1 p.m. EST. 
  

Butturff, a 23 -year-old left -hander who has hovered in or near the lead throughout the tournament, will 
be tournament leader after posting a 10 -6 match play record and compiling 9,800 pins through the first 

40 games. Kent, a 25-year-old right -hander, is second, 170 pins behind Butturff, with an 8 -8 match play 

record and 9,630 total pins.  

  

The chase for the final three five berths in  Sundayôs finals will involve five players who are within less 
than 100 pins of making the show, and two longer -shots who are within a 200-pin range. 

  

Keven Williams, a third-year PBA member who has never finished higher than 34th place, entered Friday 
nightôs round in third place; 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders of Indianapolis, was fourth; 

Japanese star Shota Kawazoe was fifth. Andrew Anderson of Holly, Mich., trailed Kawazoe by 60 pins and 
Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa., was seventh, 88 pins out of fifth. A bit further off the pace were Kris 

Prather of Plainfield, Ill., and Ronnie Russell of Marion, Ind., who were 133 and 168 pins out of fifth 
place, respectively. 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=Cincinnati,+Ohio,+3-5&entry=gmail&source=g


The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is the second PBA Tour event of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA 
Tour season and is part of a series of celebratory events including the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration 

dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday. 
  

All preliminary rounds, plus the annual PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling 
channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  
GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 16  

  

ROUND FIVE STANDINGS (after 40 games including match play bonus pins; top five after 48 

games advance to ESPN stepladder finals  Sunday  at  1 p.m. EST)  

1, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 10 -6, 9,800. 

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 8-8, 9,630. 
3, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., 9-6-1, 9,579. 

4, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 8-8, 9,449. 

5, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 10-6, 9,443. 
6, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 7-9, 9,383. 

7, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 11-5, 9,355. 
8, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 10 -6, 9,310. 

9, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 9-7, 9,275. 
10, Richie Teece, England, 8-6-2, 9,218. 

11, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 7-9, 9,212. 

12, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 9-7, 9,192. 
13, Dom Barrett, England, 9-6-1, 9,185. 

14, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 8-7-1, 9,184. 
15, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 6-9-1, 9,097. 

16, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 6-10, 9,095. 

17, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 8-8, 9,086. 
18, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 8-8, 9,059. 

19, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 7-9, 8,985. 
20, Graham Fach, Canada, 7-9, 8,976. 

21, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 6-10, 8,872. 

22, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 8-8, 8,847. 
23, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 7-9, 8,703. 

24, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 3-13, 8,646. 
  

300 Games:  none. 
  

Jakob Buttur ff Leads Field of 20 -Somethings into  

Sundayôs Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic ESPN Finals  

Three title holders, two non -champions in finals including Japanese star Shota Kawazoe 
  
INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 16, 2018) ï Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., won seven of his final eight 

matches Friday night to lead the field of five 20 -something finalists into Sundayôs championship round of 
the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic at Woodland Bowl. The stepladder finals will air live on 

Sunday at 1 p.m. EST. 

  
Butturff, a 23 -year-old left -hander who has hovered in or near the lead throughout the tournament, will 

be joined in the stepladder finals by four -time PBA Tour winner Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., 25; two-
handed lefty Keven Williams of Springfield, Mo., 25; Indiana native Matt Sanders, 24, and Japan PBA star 

Shota Kawazoe, the oldest player in the field at 29.  

http://xtraframe.tv/


Butturff, who won both of his PBA Tour titles in 2016 when he also won a PBA -record nine regional titles, 
averaged 236.29 for his 48 games, posting a 11,852 pinfall total to run away from Kent by 313 pins. 

Butturffôs only fault in the final round was a 192 game in the only match he lost. Otherwise he didnôt have 
a game lower than 234.  

  

Kent, PBAôs 2014 Rookie of the Year, won his most recent title in the 2017 Oklahoma Open. He finished 
with a 11,539 total.  

  
Keven Williams, a third-year PBA member, has a high finish of 34th place in limited PBA Tour 

competition. He held off Sanders, the 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year, by two pins for fourth place.  

  

The chase for the final berth in  Sundayôs finals boiled down to the final game where Kawazoe struck out 

in the 10th frame to win the spot by a single pin over Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa. Kawazoe, a 15-time 
Japan PBA champion, has moved to the United States to bowl full -time in PBA competition in pursuit of 

his life-long dream, a PBA Tour title. 
  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic is the second PBA Tour event of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA 

Tour season and is part of a series of celebratory events including the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration 
dinner and hall of fame induction ceremonies Saturday. 

  
All preliminary rounds, plus the annual PBA League Draft on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. and the PBA 60th 

Anniversary Celebration Dinner Saturday at 6:30 p.m., will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling 
channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 16  

  
FINAL MATCH PLAY STANDINGS  (after 48 games including match play bonus pins; top five 

advance to ESPN stepladder finals Sunday at  1 p.m. EST)  

1, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 17 -7, 11,852. 
2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 12-12, 11,539. 

3, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., 12-11-1, 11,452. 
4, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 13-11, 11,450. 

5, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 13-11, 11,235. 

Failed to advance  

6, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 16-8, 11,234, $7,000.  

7, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 11-13, 11,223, $6,000.  
8, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 15 -9, 11,170, $5,500.  

9, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 12-12, 11,160, $5,500. 
10, Dom Barrett, England, 15-8-1, 11,153, $5,000.  

11, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 12-11-1, 11,102, $4,500.  

12, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 13-11, 11,065, $4,000. 
13, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 10-14, 11,039, $3,600. 

14, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 13-11, 11,035, $3,400. 
15, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 11-13, 11,027, $3,300. 

16, Richie Teece, England, 11-11-2, 10,975, $3,200.  

17, Graham Fach, Canada, 12-12, 10,922, $3,100. 
18, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 9-14-1, 10,880, $3,000.  

19, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 12-12, 10,820, $2,900. 
20, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 11-13, 10,810, $2,800. 

21, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 10-14, 10,764, $2,700. 
22, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 11-13, 10,744, $2,600. 
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23, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 6-18, 10,430, $2,500. 
24, Richard McCormick, Cincinnati, Ohio, 8-16, 10,338, $2,400.  

300 Games:  Brandon Novak. 
  

Matt OôGrady First Pick as PBA League Managers Complete 2018 Rosters  

Sixth season of Elias Cup team competition returns to Portland, Maine, April 20-22 

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 17, 2018) ï Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., fresh off his first PBA Tour victory in 
last weekôs PBA Tournament of Champions, was the first of 16 PBA members drafted Saturday at 

Woodland Bowl as the eight PBA League teams filled out their rosters for the 2018 PBA League Elias Cup 

competition April 20-22 at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. 
  

The PBA League Draft, held in Woodland Bowlôs Beer Thirty Lounge, began with OceanView at Falmouth 
Brooklyn Stylesô manager Johnny Petraglia, selecting OôGrady, a 31-year-old former Junior Team USA 

member, from a list of 49 eligible players.  

  

ñMatt has really dedicated himself the last six months,ò Petraglia said. ñHeôs really stepped it up, worked 

hard to get himself into stape, and heôs a great competitor. Heôs in a really good place and heôll be a 
great addition to our team.ò 

  
ñIôm elated,ò OôGrady said. ñIôve never been selected (for PBA League competition) before and I know the 

atmosphere is something Iôll thrive in. Iôm over the moon.ò 

  
OôGrady, who tends to exhibit his excitement in competition, will feel at home in the Bayside Bowl 

environment which traditional ly features a full house of boisterous, exuberant fans.  

  

Following OôGrady, Barbasol Motown Muscle manager Del Ballard Jr. picked Japan PBA star Shota 

Kawazoe, the No. 5 qualifier for Sundayôs Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic finals and another 
PBA League rookie. Sysco Philadelphia Hitmen manager Jason Couch also picked a PBAL first-timer, 2017 

PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders of Indianapolis. 
  

PBA League veterans selected in the first round of picks included BJ Moore of Greensburg, Pa., by GEICO 
NYC WTT KingPins manager Carolyn Dorin-Ballard; Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic top qualifier 

Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., by  bowlingball.com L.A. X manager Andrew Cain; Dick Allen of Columbia, 

S.C., by Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom Splitters manager Mark Baker; DJ Archer of Friendswood, Texas, 
by Port Properties Portland manager Tim Mack, and, with the final pick of the first round, Rhino Page of 

Orlando, Fla., by two-time defending champion Shipyard Brewing Dallas Strikers player-manager Norm 
Duke. 

  

The final round of selections saw more members of the PBAôs youth movement getting a chance to 
experience PBA League competition for the first time: Anthony Pepe of Elmhurst, N.Y., with the KingPins; 

AJ Johnson of Oswego, Ill., with the Atom Splitters; Thailandôs Yannaphon Larpapharat with the 
hometown Portland Lumberjacks, and, with the final pick of the draft, Kyle Sherman of OôFallon, Mo., 

with the Strikers.  

  

ñThe PBA League has become so popular, and there are so many talented players who deserve to bowl in 

the league, you canôt help but be disappointed if you donôt get picked,ò said PBA CEO and Commissioner 
Tom Clark. ñThe only thing we can do at this point is encourage our players to keep trying. Remember 

that seven first -time players were selected this year.ò 

  
The draft order was in reverse order of how teams finished last year, beginning with the No. 8 

OceanView Brooklyn Styles, followed by Barbasol Motown Muscle, GEICO NYC WTT 
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KingPins, bowlingball.com L.A. X, Sysco Philadelphia Hitmen, Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom-Splitters, Port 
Property Portland Lumberjacks and the two-time defending champion Shipyard Brewery Dallas Strikers. 
  
The complete rosters for 2018, beginning with the three playe rs each manager had earlier protected from 

his/her 2017 roster and followed by players drafted Saturday, includes the following:  
ƀ OceanView at Falmouth Brooklyn Styles (manager Johnny Petraglia): Parker Bohn III, Walter Ray 
Williams Jr., Sean Rash, Matt OôGrady, Jason Sterner. 
ƀ Barbasol Motown Muscle (manager Del Ballard Jr.): EJ Tackett, Francois Lavoie, Anthony Simonsen, 
Shota Kawazoe, Josh Blanchard. 
ƀ GEICO NYC WTT KingPins (manager Carolyn Dorin-Ballard): Pete Weber, Marshall Kent, Sam Cooley, 
BJ Moore, Anthony Pepe. 
ƀ bowlingball.com L.A. X (manager Andrew Cain): Jason Belmonte, Stuart Williams, Martin Larsen, Jakob 

Butturff, Osku Palermaa. 
ƀ Sysco Philadelphia Hitmen (manager Jason Couch): Dom Barrett, Tom Smallwood, Ronnie Russell, Matt 

Sanders, Chris Loschetter. 
ƀ Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom Splitters (manager Mark Baker): Chris Barnes, Jesper Svensson, Tom 

Daugherty, Dick Allen, AJ Johnson. 
ƀ Port Property Portland Lumberjacks (manager Tim Mack): Ryan Ciminelli, Wes Malott, Kyle Troup, DJ 
Archer, Yannaphon (JoJo) Larpapharat. 
ƀ Shipyard Dallas Strikers: player-manager Norm Duke, Tommy Jones, Bill OôNeill, Rhino Page, Kyle 
Sherman. 
  
The PBA returns to Portland in April. After the PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout April 17-18 (a PBA Tour 

title event), all PBAL teams will bowl an eight -game Baker format ñseeding tournamentò on April 20. The 

PBAL quarterfinals will take place on April 21 with the No. 1 seeded team vs. No. 8 and No. 4 vs. No. 5 
on the first ESPN show that airs on April 22, followed by team No. 2 vs. No. 7, and No. 3 vs. No. 6 in the 

show that will air on  April 29. Semifinal and Elias Cup final matches will be contested on April 22 to air on 
ESPN on May 6 and 13, respectively. 

 
New Hall of Famers, Award Winne rs Honored During PBAôs 60th Anniversary Celebration 

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 17, 2018) ï On the eve of the finals  of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary 
Classic finals at Woodland Bowl, a crowd of more than 300 PBA fans, industry leaders and members of 

the bowling news media gathered at the Marriott North for the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
to recognize the PBAôs three newest Hall of Famers ï Chris Barnes, Ron Mohr and the late Don Mitchell; 

its 2017 award winners and to officially begin a ye ar-long celebration of 60 years of professional bowling 

at its finest.  

  

Kicking off the evening, PBA CEO and Commissioner Tom Clark introduced PBAôs four individual award 
winners. The entire celebration dinner was live streamed on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. 

  

PBA Hall of Famer Del Ballard Jr. of Keller, Texas, who converted his own battle with tonsil cancer into a 
successful, ongoing ñBallard Vs. the Big Cò fund-raising program, was selected as the recipient of PBAôs 

Tony Reyes Memorial Community Service Award. 
  

ñThis is such an honor because Tony Reyes was close to me as his tour rep when he won his PBA title. 

This award is very humbling,ò Ballard said. ñAll I did to earn it was supply the cancer. My wife and friends 
did the rest.ò 

  
Ballardôs life changed in May 2010 when he was diagnosed with tonsil cancer. One evening after a 

treatment, the 13 -time PBA Tour titlist, wife Carolyn and a handful of friends got together at Ballardôs 
house and laid the groundwork for what would become ñBallard Vs. The Big Cò ï or BVBC for short.  As of 

http://bowlingball.com/
http://bowlingball.com/


2017, BVBC has raised in excess of $300,000 to carry out research on cancer treatments focused on the 
head, neck and throat.  

  
Chris Loschetter of Avon, Ohio, was selected by his fellow competitors as the Steve Nagy PBA 

Sportsmanship Award winner.  

  
ñI bet 10 years ago a lot of didnôt think Iôd win this award, but Iôve calmed down,ò Loschetter said. ñIôm in 

awe of how talented you guys are. Many of you should win this award, and Iôm sure some of you will. 

Itôs been an amazing journey and Iôm grateful you guys think Iôm deserving. Iôll try to keep behaving 

myself on the lanes.ò 

  

Loschetter, a 37-year-old two-time PBA Tour champion, completed a nine-year quest for his first PBA 

Tour title in the 2012 Wolf Open in Milwaukee and won his second with the Merica Rooster Illusion team 
that won the 2016 PBA Team Challenge title while still in recovery from his own battle with cancer. 

Loschetter has been a member of the PBA Leagueôs Philadelphia Hitmen since the programôs inception in 
2013. 

  

Matt Sanders, an Evansville, Ind., native now living in Indianapolis, was recognized as the 2017 Harry 
Golden PBA Rookie of the Year after winning two titles and leading a strong class of PBA rookies in both 

earnings and average. 
  

ñJust coming out here and living my dream is something special,ò Sanders said. ñI was lucky to have an 
awesome year and I loved every minute of it. Hopefully I can keep doing it.ò 

  

Sanders, a former two-time NAIA All-American with Marion University-Indiana, was the only rookie to wi n 
a PBA Tour title in 2017 (in the PBA Xtra Frame Billy Hardwick Memorial Open) and he concluded his first 

season with a fifth -place finish in the PBA World Championship. 
  

For the fourth time in the past five seasons, Australiaôs Jason Belmonte was recognized as the GEICO 

Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year. 
  

ñIn my opinion this is the second greatest award a player can win behind being inducted into the hall of 
fame,ò Belmonte said. ñIt isnôt something I take for granted; it inspires me to be better.ò 

  

Belmonte, after becoming the first player in PBA history to win three major championships among his 
four titles in 2017 and setting a PBA average record (229.39) in the process, was a landslide winner in 

Player of the Year voting. At age 34 he joined Mark Roth as a four-time winner of the award, trailing only 
Walter Ray Williams Jr.ôs seven POY Awards, and the late Earl Anthony with six.  

  
Mitchell, the first hall of fame inductee, succumbed to cancer in 2012 at age 80. He went from managing 

a small bowling center in Indianapolis to developing the Royal Pin Leisure Centers chain, which has 

hosted dozens of showcase events at all levels of bowling. Its centerpiece ï Woodland Lanes on 
Indianapolisô north side ï has hosted every major championship the PBA has offered, which made it a 

natural choice to host the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic. 
  

Mitchellôs bowling center empire grew from one center in 1974 to multiple centers with more than 300 

lanes and five pro shops. He was a vocal advocate for the PBA as the sportôs most prominent promotional 
vehicle, and he put his money behind his passions. He was equally enthusiastic as a bowler, competing in 

50 USBC Open Championships. He is the first bowling proprietor elected to the PBA Hall of Fame 
exclusively based on his role as a bowling center owner. 

  



Following a video tribute from a number of players who were benefactors of Mitchellôs hospitality and 
dedicated, son David said, ñI know Dad is looking down on us and smiling. Weôre very appreciative of this 

award. Dad would probably say he was very proud to receive the award, but didnôt do much to earn it.  
  

ñDon Mitchell had bowling running through his blood,ò David Mitchell continued. ñHe brought first-class 

bowling experiences to the bowlers of Indianapolis. If you asked bowlers on tour about their favo rite 
bowling center, many of them would say  Woodland Bowl. I know the recognition heôs receiving tonight 

would make him burst at the seams. Itôs a great honor.ò 

  

Mohr was a late starter. The Fort Wayne, Ind., native moved to Alaska at age 23 and got a job  in a 
bowling center in Anchorage. He began dating a girl whose father worked for the FAA at the time 

President Ronald Reagan fired all of the striking air traffic controllers who refused his order to return to 

work. Mohr wound up working as an air traffic  controller in Alaska for 25 years. 
  

He also had a chance to develop bowling skills and in 1988 earned a berth on Team USA, where he got 
his first taste of elite level competition. When he retired from his air traffic controller position in 2008, he 

decided to try the PBA50 Tour. In his breakout s eason in 2009, Mohr won three of his nine career PBA50 

Tour titles en route to his first POY award (he won again in 2011). In nine full seasons as a ñseniorò 
bowler, he has finished in the top 10 in earnings and a verages each year, and has never had a season 

averaging below 220. He currently is the two -time defending PBA60 Player of the Year. 
  

In presenting Mohr, his friend and fellow PBA50 competitor Mike Dias said, ñRonôs workout regime is 
legendary. He does 45 consecutive minutes of sit ups every day. I  get so tired watching, I have to get a 

drink. But Ron bowls like he works out. He puts everything he has into every shot.ò 

ñWow. What an incredible journey. Induction into the PBA Hall of Fame is an individual honor, but it 
doesnôt happen by yourself,ò Mohr said, recognizing the many friends and industry associates who played 

a role in his career. He also thanked PBA Hall of Famer Marshall Holman, ñmy role model who showed me 
that intensity and passion can make great things happen.ò Of Walter Ray Williams Jr. Mohr said, ñhe 

showed me the desire to win doesnôt diminish with age.ò And of Parker Bohn III: ñhe shows us all the 

world would be a better place if we all had a little bit of Parker Bohn in us.ò 

  

Barnes, an 18-time PBA Tour title winner, was a consensus selection. He was a late-comer to PBA 
competition an All-America career at Wichita State University, a starring role with Team USA and a prolific 

nine-year career as a ñprofessional amateur,ò finally joining the PBA just before his 28th birthday. 

  
The Kansas native, now living in Double Oak, Texas, is one of five players to win both PBA Rookie and 

Player of the Year honors, and one of six players to complete the PBA Triple Crown (2005 U.S. Open, 
2006 PBA Tournament of Champions and 2011 PBA World Championship). Now 47, and he ranked 

among the top 10 in PBA earnings for 16 consecutive seasons, surpassing the $1 million milestone in 
career earnings in a then-record 170 events. 

  

ñWhen Chris called me to present him into the PBA Hall of Fame, I began to wonder what you had to do 
to get in,ò said former PBA star and Barnesô personal coach, Mark Baker. ñThere are a number of boxes 

to check off, and Chris checked them all.ò 

  

Baker said the first time he worked with B arnes, he asked Baker for help and Baker answered, ñNo 

thanks, Iôm good.ò Barnes asked, ñWhat do you mean?ò Baker responded, ñYouôre the best player in the 
world, I donôt want to screw you up.ò 

  
ñItôs great to think my name will be among the greatest our sport has known, but nothing happens on its  

own,ò Barnes said. ñLooking back, I never thought of myself as a great player, but I kept driving myself 
to find out what was wrong and how I could fix it.  

  



ñIôve probably received more help from coaches than anyone else in this room, mostly because I needed 
it,ò he added. 

  
ñItôs been a life-long goal to stand up here tonight, to be able to stand atop the mountain, so thank you 

very, very much.ò  

  
The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic weekend concludes Sunday with live ESPN coverage of the 

stepladder finals at Woodland Bowl at 1 p.m. EST. Finalists include No. 5 Shota Kawazoe of Japan; No. 4 
Matt Sanders of Indianapolis; No. 3 Keven Williams of Springfield, Mo.; No. 2 Marshall Kent of Yakima, 

Wash., and No. 1 Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz.  

  
Arizonaôs Jakob Butturff Wins Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic 

Tournament leader finishes business to collect third PBA Tour title 

  

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 18, 2018) ï After leading the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic almost 
from the beginning, Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., finished his business at Woodland Bowl Sunday with 

a 244-154 victory over Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., to claim his third PBA Tour title. 

  
Butturff, a 23 -year-old left -hander, cruised to the $30,000 first prize behind an op ening string of three 

strikes and another string of four late in the game after Kent ran into big trouble early in the game when 
he left three splits and failed to convert any of them.  

  
It was an especially rewarding win for Butturff after leading the 201 7 U.S. Open by a stunning 617 pins, 

only to lose the title to Rhino Page in the title match.  

  
ñThis title means the world to me,ò Butturff said. ñThe thought of the U.S. Open was in my mind before 

practice, but I told myself I was not going to get my nerv es get to me this time. When Marshall struggled 
early in the match, I just put my foot to the metal.  

  

ñRedemption was on my mind, but I just wanted to make a better showing than I did in the U.S. Open.ò 

  

Kent advanced to the championship match with a 218-210 win over two -handed lefty Keven Williams of 
Springfield, Mo., who had never finished higher than 34th place in his limited three -year PBA career. Kent 

jumped into an early lead with four strikes, but l eft the 2 -8-10 split and a five-count ñwashout,ò failing to 
convert either one to let Williams back into the match. After a strike nine -count in the 10th to give 

Williams a chance, the 25-year-old two-hander struck on his first shot in the 10th, but then l eft a 3 pin on 

his second shot to end his upset bid. 
  

Japanôs Shota Kawazoe, in his debut on American television, rallied to defeat Indianapolisô Matt Sanders 
in the opening match, 183 -160. After starting with back -to-back splits and open frames, Kawazoe struck 

on four of his next five shots while Sander s, the 24-year-old 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year, was unable to 

strike until the seventh frame. A pair of splits and opens in the final two frames sealed his fate.  

  

In the second match, Williams started his television debut with four strikes, but Kawazoe ag ain came 
from behind, throwing four strikes in a row to take the lead into the 10th frame. Needing to convert the 

10 pin in the 10th frame, the 16 -time Japan PBA champion missed, handing Williams a 229-225 win and 

a berth in the semifinal match.  

  

The Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic was the third event of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour 
season and was part celebratory week that included the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration dinner and hall 

of fame induction ceremonies Saturday. The PBA now heads to Columbus, Ohio, where Wayne Webbôs 
Columbus Bowl will host the seasonôs second major championship, the Barbasol PBA Players 

Championship, and the Mark Roth-Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship. 



  
All preliminary rounds of the Players Championship and Roth-Holman 

Doubles Tuesday through Friday will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. To 
sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . The Players Championship finals will air live on ESPN next Sunday at 1:30 

p.m. The Roth-Holman Doubles finals will be live streamed on ESPN3 at 5 p.m. and taped for delayed 

broadcast on ESPN on Sunday, March 25, at 2 p.m. All times are Eastern. 
  

GO BOWLING! PBA 60TH ANNIVE RSARY CLASSIC  

Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis, Feb. 18  

  
FINAL STANDINGS  

  

1, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., $30,000.   
2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., $15,000. 

3, Keven Williams, Springfield, Mo., $13,000. 
4, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, $11,000. 

5, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, $10,000. 

  
Stepladder Results  

Match One ï Kawazoe def. Sanders, 183-160. 
Match Two ï Williams def. Kawazoe, 229-225. 

Semifinal Match ï Kent def. Williams, 218-210. 
Championship ï Butturff def. Kent, 244 -154. 

  

    
 

 

Jason Belmonte Av erages 249 to Take  

Barbasol PBA Players Championship Lead Afte r Two Rounds  

                                               Belmonte and doubles partner Bill OôNeill lead Roth/Holman PBA 
Doubles Championship after two rounds 

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio (Feb. 20, 2018) ï  Defending champion Jason Belmonte of Australia began work on 
winning a record-tying 10th Professional Bowlers Association major title by averaging 249 after the first 

two rounds in the Barbasol PBA Players Championship Tuesday at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 

  

In the second major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season, the four-time PBA Player of the Year, 

who is also trying for his third Players Championship title, leads the 120-player field with a 2,494 10 -
game pinfall total. He bowled a 1,274 five-game pinfall in Tuesdayôs first round with games of  243, 255, 

229, 300 and 247 and followed with a 1,220 pinfall in the second round on games of 213, 257, 247, 224 
and 279. 

  
ñIôm leading right now but thatôs not my goal at this point,ò said the 34-year-old Belmonte, a 16-time 

Tour winner.  ñThe scoring pace is pretty high and because of that nothing is guaranteed. You can shoot 

210 or 220 and lose 50 or 60 pins. Thankfully, I was making good guesses on the adjustments and ball 
choices I needed to make today.ò 

  
With a win, Belmonte, who also won the 2011 Players Championship, would join Pete Weber and Earl 

Anthony who are tied for most PBA major titles.  

  
Belmonte holds a 97-pin lead over PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke of Clermont, Fla. in second, who 

finished with a 2,397 pinfall. Duke, the 53 -year-old winner of seven PBA majors, bowled 1,215 for five 
games in the first round and 1,182 in the second.  
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Competition continues with two five -game qualifying rounds Wednesday and Thursday at 10 a.m. and 4 

p.m. ET.  After Thursdayôs sixth qualifying round (30 games), the field wi ll be cut to the top five players 
for the live ESPN finals Sunday at 1:30 p.m. ET. 

  

The qualifying rounds of the Players Championship will also determine the standings for the Mark 
Roth/Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com. After Thursdayôs final 

qualifying round, the top 14 doubles team will advance to two Baker format qualifying rounds  on 
Friday which will determine the top f ive doubles teams for the taped ESPN telecast that will follow the 

Players Championship finals at 5 p.m. Fans will be able to catch the doubles final via livestream on 
ESPN3. 

  

Belmonte, along with doubles partner eight -time PBA Tour winner Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa., also lead 
the Doubles Championship standings with a 4,873 combined 10-game pinfall total. They hold a 133-pin 

lead over Duke and his partner 10-time Tour winner Wes Malott of Pflugerville, Texas, who combined 
4,740. 

  

All qualifying rounds for the Players Championship and Doubles Championship are streamed live on PBAôs 
online bowling channel Xtra Frame.  For subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 

  
BARBASOL PBA PLAY ERS CHAMPIONSHIP  

Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday 

  

Second Round Standings (after 1 0 games)  

  
1, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 2,494. 

2, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 2,397. 
3, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 2,379. 

4, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 2,374. 

5, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 2,373. 
6, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 2,361. 

7, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 2,348. 
8, (tie) Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, and Patrick Girard, Canada, 2,343. 

10, Stuart Williams, England, 2,340. 

11, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 2,334. 
12, Daniel Fransson, Sweden, 2,325. 

13, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 2,297. 
14, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 2,294. 

15, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 2,293. 
16, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., 2,290. 

17, Richie Teece, England, 2,289. 

18, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 2,284. 
19, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 2,283. 

20, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 2,278. 
21, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 2,275. 

22, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 2,274. 

23, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 2,268. 
24, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 2,267. 

25, Dom Barrett, England, 2,266. 
26, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 2,265. 

27, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 2,261.  
28, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., 2,256. 

29, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 2,255. 
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30, (tie) Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., and Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 2,253. 
32, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 2,248.  

33, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 2,242. 
34, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 2,236. 

35, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky., 2,226. 

36, Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn., 2,223. 
37, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 2,221. 

38, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 2,218. 
39, (ti e) Osku Palermaa, Finland, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, and Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 2,206. 

42, Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 2,202. 
43, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 2,200. 

44, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 2,197. 

45, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 2,194. 
46, Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla., 2,191.  

47, Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 2,183.  
48, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 2,180. 

49, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz., 2,179. 

50, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 2,176. 
51, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 2,169. 

52, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 2,168. 
53, Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 2,167. 

54, Rhino Page, Orlando, 2,165. 
55, Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 2,156. 

56, (tie) David Haynes, Las Vegas, and Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 2,154. 

58, (tie) Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., and Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 2,153. 
60, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 2,152. 

61, Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill., 2,142. 
62, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 2,139. 

63, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 2,138. 

64, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 2,136. 
65, Sandra Gongora, Mexico, 2,129. 

66, (tie) Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., and Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 2,127. 
68, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill., 2,125.  

69, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 2,124. 

70, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 2,123. 
71, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 2,119.  

72, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 2,116. 
73, (tie) Michael Schlabach, Goshen, Ind., Napatra Buspanikonkul, Thailand, and Francois Lavoie, 

Canada, 2,115. 
76, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 2,113. 

77, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 2,112. 

78, Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 2,107. 
79, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill., 2,104.  

80, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 2,101. 
81, Francois Louw, South Africa, 2,099. 

82, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 2,097. 

83, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 2,096. 
84, Sam Cooley, Australia, 2,094.  

85, Michael Tang, San Francisco, 2,089. 
86, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 2,083. 

87, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 2,082. 
88, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 2,078. 

89, (tie) Ray Teece, England, and Graham Fach, Canada, 2,076. 



91, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 2,075. 
92, (tie) Kyle Cook, Centerville, Ohio, and Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas, 2,074. 

94, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, 2,060. 
95, Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 2,057. 

96, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 2,056. 

97, (tie) Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, and Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 2,049. 
99, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 2,048. 

100, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 2,043. 
101, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, 2,037. 

102, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 2,029. 
103, (tie) Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, and Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 2,027. 

105, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 2,023. 

106, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y., 2,019. 
107, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 2,011. 

108, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 2,005. 
109, Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 1,988.  

110, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 1,981. 

111, Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 1,970. 
112, Robert Mushtare, Carthage, N.Y., 1,963. 

113, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 1,938. 
114, Tristan Butler, Fort Wayne, Ind., 1,911.  

115, Timothy Steria, Watertown, N.Y., 1,908.  
116, CJ Kirchner, Herrin, Ill., 1,888.  

117, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1,887. 

118, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 1,827. 
119, Matthew Ward, Fort Mohave, Ariz., 1,713. 

120, Eric Cottrell, Grove City, Ohio, 1,647. 
  

300 games ï Patrick Girard, Michael Tang, Jason Belmonte, Trey Ford III, Stuart Williams 

  
MARK ROTH/MARSHALL HOLMAN PBA DOUBLES CHAMPIONS HIP  

Presented by BowlerX.com  

  

Second Round Standings (after 10 games)  

  
1, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa./Jason Belmonte, Australia, 4,873. 

2, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla./Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 4,740. 
3, Jesper Svensson, Sweden/Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 4,657. 

4, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind./Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 4,621.  
5, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio/Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 4,609.  

6, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla./Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 4,505. 

7, Patrick Girard, Canada/Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 4,499. 
8, Daniel Fransson, Sweden/Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 4,494. 

9, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas/Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 4,474. 
10, Dom Barrett, England/Osku Palermaa, Finland, 4,472. 

11, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y./Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 4,459. 

12, Francois Lavoie, Canada/Stuart Williams, England, 4,455. 
13, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa./Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 4,453. 

14, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo./Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 4,448. 
15, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa/Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 4,445. 

16, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas/Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 4,435. 
17, (tie) Shota Kawazoe, Japan/Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, and Anthony Simonsen, Austin, 

Texas/Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 4,420. 



19, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo./Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 4,419. 
20, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill./Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 4,416. 

21, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan./Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 4,413. 
22, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y./Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 4,411. 

23, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky./Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 4,394. 

24, Ray Teece, England/Richie Teece, England, 4,365. 
25, Darren Tang, San Francisco/Michael Tang, San Francisco, 4,357. 

26, Andres Gomez, Colombia/Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 4,352. 
27, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas/Sam Cooley, Australia, 4,349. 

28, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas/Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 4,333. 
29, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich./Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 4,329. 

30, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y./Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 4,317. 

31, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill./Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 4,308.  
32, Markus Jansson, Sweden/Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 4,293. 

33, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia/Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 4,290. 
34, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y./Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 4,284. 

35, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore./David Haynes, Las Vegas, 4,281. 

36, Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn. /Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, 4,272. 
37, Rhino Page, Orlando/Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 4,261. 

38, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C./Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 4,250. 
39, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill./Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill., 4,246.  

40, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio/Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 4,242. 
41, Arturo Quintero, Mexico/Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 4,231. 

42, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio/Graham Fach, Canada, 4,173. 

43, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y./Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 4,165. 
44, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz./Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 4,149. 

45, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C./Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 4,135. 
46, Christopher Sloan, Ireland/Francois Louw, South Africa, 4,126. 

47, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich./Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 4,124. 

48, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico/Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 4,109. 
49, Andrew Cain, Phoenix/Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 4,072. 

50, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C./Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 4,039. 
51, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla./Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 3,969. 

52, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich./Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 3,962. 

  
 

 
Stoney Baker Wins PBA50 Spartanburg Southern Open  

  

Sparta nburg, S.C. (February 18, 2018)  ï Stoney Baker of Canton, Ga., defeated Scott Thomsen of 

Sumter, S.C., in a one-ball sudden death roll off that went two frames to win the PBA50 Dave Edwards 

Toyota Spartanburg Southern Open presented by Global 900 at Paradise Lanes Sunday. 

  
Baker, who won $2,000 along with his 28th career regional title, left a 4 pin on his second roll -off attempt 

after t he players tied at 237-237 and both threw strikes with their first roll -off shots. Needing a strike to 
win or nine pins t o extend the match, Thomson left the 2 -5 on his second shot to hand Baker the title. 

Thomsen pocketed $1,000 as the runner-up. 
  

In the  semifinal round, Baker defeated Dick Gran of Hartville, Ohio, 186-170, while Thomsen disposed of 

Brian Kretzer of Dayton, Ohio, 232-178. 
  

The tournament drew 81 age 50-and-older players. The PBA South Regionôs next tournament will be the 

PBA50 Fayetteville Southern Open March 9. 



  

PBA50 DAVE EDWARDS TOYOTA SPARTANBURG SOUTHERN OPEN  

Paradise Lanes, Spartanburg, S.C.,  Sunday  
  

Championship (single game):  

Stoney Baker, Canton, Ga. ($2,000) def. Scott Thomsen, Sumter, S.C. ($1,000), 237-2347, 10-10, 9-8 in 

one-ball sudden death roll-off.  
  

Semifinal Round (single game, losers earned $800):  

Thomsen def. Kretzer, Dayton, Ohio, 232-178. 
S. Baker def. Dick Gran, Hartville, Ohio, 186-170. 
  

Round of 8 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $650 each):  

Gran def. Greg McMahan, Dandridge, Tenn., 2-1. 

Thomsen def. Mac Sanders, Taylors, S.C., 2-0. 
Kretzer def. Doug Becker, Clermont, Fla., 2-1. 

S. Baker def. Mike Byers, Charleston, S.C., 2-0. 
  

Round of 12 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $575 each):  

Byers def. Charlie Tomey, Spartanburg, S.C., 2-0. 

Thomsen def. Dave Bleggi, Jacksonville, N.C., 2-0. 
Becker def. Glenn Smith, New York, N.Y., 2-0. 

Gran def. Tom Baker, King, N.C., 2-1. 
  

Round of 16 (best of three games, l osers eliminated and earned $500 each):  

Tomey def. Don Herrington, Ballston Lake, N.Y., 2-0. 

Gran def. Tom Brodowski, New Hyde Park, N.Y., 2-0. 

Bleggi def. Doug OôBryant, Ball Ground, Ga., 2-1. 
Smith def. Chuck Walker, Blaine, Tenn., 2-1. 

  
300 Game: Dick Gran. 
  

 

Australiaôs Jason Belmonte Retains Lead in Barbasol PBA Players 
Championship  

Heading Into Final Two Qualifying Rounds  

Belmonte and OôNeill extend lead in Roth/Holman Doubles Championship 
  

COLUMBUS, Ohio (Feb. 21, 2018) ï Australian Jason Belmonte took another step closer in his journey 
to win a record-tying 10th Professional Bowlers Association major title averaging 244 after four rounds t o 

retain his lead in the Barbasol PBA Players ChampionshipTuesday at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 

  

In Wednesdayôs third round, the two -hander who owns 2017 and 2011 Players Championships titles 

among his nine major wins, posted a 1,173 five -game pinfall total and followed up with 1,217 in the 
fourth round later in the day to bring his overall four -round pinfall total for 20 games to 4,884.  

  
Belmonte posted games of 243, 236, 223, 224 and 247 in the third round and 278, 238, 279, 204 and 

218 in the fourth r ound. The four-time PBA Player of the Year holds a 67-pin lead over four-time tour 
winner and last weekôs Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic runner-up Marshall Kent of Yakima, 

Wash, in second with 4,817.           

  
Belmonte, a 16-time tour winner, i s one major victory behind Pete Weber and Earl Anthony who lead the 

all-time majors list with 10 wi ns. 



  
Finishing the day in third was Kristopher Prather of Plainfield, Ill., who started the day in 27th but 

rocketed to third finishing with 4,725. He bowle d games of games of 258, 198, 279, 278 and 266 
in Wednesdayôs fourth round to help him move into th e top five.  

  

Rounding out the top five were one -time tour winners Stuart Williams and Richie Teece, both of England, 
with 4,686 and 4,667, respectively.   

  
PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke, a 38-time Tour titlist and winner of seven majors, who was second 

after Tuesdayôs second round dropped to 17th with a 4,511 pinfall for four rounds. The Players 
Championship is the only major missing from the 53-year-oldôs resume. 

  

Competition continues with two five -game qualifying rounds Thursday at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. ET. 
After Thursdayôs sixth qualifying round (30 games), the field will be cut to the top five players for the live 

ESPN finals Sunday at 1:30 p.m. ET.  
  

The qualifying rounds of the Players Championship also determine the standings for the Mark 

Roth/Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com. After Thursdayôs final 
qualifying round, the top 14 doubles team will advance to two Baker format q ualifying rounds on 

Friday which will determine the top five doubles teams for the taped ESPN telecast that will follow the 
Players Championship finals at 5 p.m. Fans will be able to catch the doubles final live on ESPN3. 

  
Belmonte, and doubles partner eight-time PBA Tour winner Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa., also retained 

their lead in the Doubles Championship standings with a  combined 9,489  20-game pinfall total. They 

hold a 265-pin lead over Kent and EJ Tackett of Huntington, Ind. in second with 9,22 4. 
  

Rounding out the top five doubles teams were Prather and Brandon Novak of Chillicothe, Ohio in third 
with 9,156; Duke and Wes Malott of Pflugerville, Texas, 9,142, and Canadians Patrick Girard and Zach 

Wilkens with 9,033. 

  
All qualifying rounds for the Players Championship and Doubles Championship are streamed live on PBAôs 

online bowling channel Xtra Frame.  For subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 
  

BARBASOL PBA PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP  

Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio, Wednesday  

  

Fourth Round Standings (after 20 games)  

1, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 4,884. 

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 4,817. 
3, Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 4,725.  

4, Stuart Williams, England, 4,686. 

5, Richie Teece, England, 4,667. 
6, (tie) AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, and Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 4,631. 

8, Patrick Girard, Canada, 4,617. 
9, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 4,606. 

10, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 4,605. 

11, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 4,604. 
12, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 4,595. 

13, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 4,564. 
14, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 4,551. 

15, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 4,538. 
16, Dom Barrett, England, 4,514. 

17, (tie) Anthony Lavery -Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, and Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 4,511. 

http://www.xtraframe.tv/


19, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 4,491. 
20, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 4,490. 

21, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 4,482. 
22, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., 4,475. 

23, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 4,472. 

24, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 4,471. 
25, Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 4,469. 

26, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 4,468. 
27, Daniel Fransson, Sweden, 4,459. 

28, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 4,449. 
29, (tie) Thomas Larsen, Denmark, and Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 4,442. 

31, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 4,440. 

32, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 4,432. 
33, (tie) Osku Palermaa, Finland, and Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 4,431. 

35, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 4,429. 
36, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 4,425. 

37, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 4,421. 

38, Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 4,416. 
39, (ti e) Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, and Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 4,415. 

41, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 4,411. 
42, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 4,407.  

43, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky., 4,391. 
44, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 4,372. 

45, Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 4,367. 

46, Andres Gomez, Colombia, 4,356. 
47, (tie) Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., and Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill., 4,345. 

49, Rhino Page, Orlando, 4,343. 
50, Michael Tang, San Francisco, 4,340. 

51, Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill., 4,339. 

52, Sam Cooley, Australia, 4,338.  
53, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 4,328. 

54, Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn., 4,325. 
55, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 4,319. 

56, Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 4,314. 

57, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 4,313. 
58, Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 4,299. 

59, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 4,287. 
60, Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 4,274.  

61, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 4,271. 
62, (tie) Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., and Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., 4,264. 

64, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 4,261. 

65, David Haynes, Las Vegas, 4,259. 
66, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 4,256. 

67, Kyle Cook, Centerville, Ohio, 4,254. 
68, Ray Teece, England, 4,252. 

69, Francois Louw, South Africa, 4,251. 

70, (tie) Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, and Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla.,  4,243. 
72, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 4,237. 

73, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 4,236. 
74, Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 4,229. 

75, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 4,227. 
76, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 4,223. 

77, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 4,219. 



78, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 4,217. 
79, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 4,196. 

80, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 4,193. 
81, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas, 4,185. 

82, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 4,182. 

83, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz., 4,173. 
84, Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 4,167. 

85, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 4,162. 
86, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 4,154.  

87, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 4,145. 
88, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, 4,143. 

89, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 4,141. 

90, Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 4,137. 
91, Michael Schlabach, Goshen, Ind., 4,136. 

92, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 4,131. 
93, Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 4,129.  

94, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 4,121. 

95, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 4,118. 
96, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 4,117. 

97, Sandra Gongora, Mexico, 4,110. 
98, Robert Mushtare, Carthage, N.Y., 4,100. 

99, Graham Fach, Canada, 4,095. 
100, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 4,090.  

101, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y., 4,068. 

102, Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 4,045. 
103, Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, 4,023. 

104, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 4,014. 
105, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill., 4,006.  

106, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 4,000.  

107, Napatra Buspanikonkul, Thailand, 3,989. 
108, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 3,988. 

109, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 3,973. 
110, Timothy Steria, Watertown, N.Y., 3,965.  

111, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, 3,946. 

112, Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 3,831. 
113, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 3,814. 

114, CJ Kirchner, Herrin, Ill., 3,811.  
115, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 3,761. 

116, Tristan Butler, Fort Wayne, Ind., 3,752.  
117, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 3,661. 

118, Matthew Ward, Fort Mohave, Ariz., 3,353. 

119, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., 2,127. 
120, Eric Cottrell, Grove City, Ohio, 2,093. 

  
300 games ï Marshall Kent, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Matt Staninger 

  

MARK ROTH/MARSHALL HOLMAN PBA DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP  

Presented by Bo wlerX.com  

  
Fourth Round Standings (after 20 games)  

1, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa./Jason Belmonte, Australia, 9,489. 
2, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind./Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 9,224.  

3, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio/Kristopher Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 9,156.  



4, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla./Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 9,142. 
5, Patrick Girard, Canada/Zach Wilkins, Canada, 9,033. 

6, Jesper Svensson, Sweden/Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 8,980. 
7, Darren Tang, San Francisco/Michael Tang, San Francisco, 8,946. 

8, Dom Barrett, England/Osku Palermaa, Finland, 8,945. 

9, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas/Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 8,921. 
10, Ray Teece, England/Richie Teece, England, 8,919. 

11, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas/Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 8,911. 
12, Francois Lavoie, Canada/Stuart Williams, England, 8,909. 

13, Daniel Fransson, Sweden/Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 8,874. 
14, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y./Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 8,863. 

15, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla./Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 8,854. 

16, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas/Sam Cooley, Australia, 8,849. 
17, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa./Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 8,820. 

18, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo./Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 8,803. 
19, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill./Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 8,801. 

20, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio/Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 8,799.  

21, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa/Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 8,798. 
22, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y./Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 8,792. 

23, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas/Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 8,780. 
24, Arturo Quintero, Mexico/Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 8,768. 

25, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo./Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 8,761. 
26, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y./Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 8,672. 

27, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas/Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 8,659. 

28, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich./Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 8,653. 
29, Shota Kawazoe, Japan/Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 8,640. 

30, Andres Gomez, Colombia/Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 8,627. 
31, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, IL/Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 8,619.  

32, Rhino Page, Orlando/Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 8,607. 

33, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky./Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 8,587. 
34, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia/Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 8,558.  

35, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y./Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 8,510. 
36, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich./Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 8,504. 

37, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan./Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 8,500. 

38, Markus Jansson, Sweden/Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 8,431. 
39, Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn. /Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, 8,348. 

40, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C./Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 8,346. 
41, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill./Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill.,  8,345. 

42, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y./Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 8,324. 
43, Andrew Cain, Phoenix/Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 8,291. 

44, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla./Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 8,270. 

45, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C./Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 8,264. 
46, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio/Graham Fach, Canada, 8,240. 

47, Christopher Sloan, Ireland/Francois Louw, South Africa, 8,239. 
48, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz./Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 8,004. 

49, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico/Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 7,946. 

50, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich./Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 7,935. 
51, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C./Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 7,879. 

 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (Feb. 21, 2018) ï Australian Jason Belmonte took another step closer in his journey 
to win a record-tying 10th Professional Bowlers Association major title averaging 244 after four rounds to 

retain his lead in the Barbasol PBA Players ChampionshipWednesday at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 



  

Jason Belmonte to Try for 10th Major Title From  

Top Qualifying Position in Barbasol PBA Players Championship Finals  

Belmonte and Bill OôNeill also lead field of 14 doubles teams advancing to 

Fridayôs Roth/Holman Doubles Championship Baker qualifying rounds 

  
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Feb. 22, 2018) ï After earning top qualifier honors for the Barbasol PBA Players 

Championship stepladder finals Thursday, defending champion Jason Belmonte of Australia is just one 

match win away from capturing a record -tying 10th Professional Bowlers Association major title. 
  

After Thursdayôs sixth round, the four -time PBA Player of the Year finished with a 7,337 30-game pinfall 
total to earn the top qualifying berth for  Sundayôs live Players Championship stepladder finals which will 

be televised by ESPN at 1:30 p.m. ET from Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 
  

A win in the title match would move Belmonte into a tie with Pete Weber and Earl Anthony for most 

career major victories. 
  

At 34, Belmonte would become the youngest by far to  win 10 majors with Anthony winning his 10th 
major at age 46, and Weber, who won his 10th at age 50.  

  

In the second major of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour season, Belmonte, a 16-time tour winner whose 
major titles include the 2011 and 2017 Players Championships, led after every round and set a new 

average mark for highest qualifying average to make a stepladder final in a major averaging 244.57 for 
his 30 games. 

  
ñToday I was as focused as I could be which enabled me to put my foot on the pedal and continue to 

throw the best shots I could possibly throw,ò Belmonte said. ñIf I didnôt strike, I wanted to make every 

spare. I didnôt want to take anything for granted. 

  

ñIôm in the best position I can be in to win,ò he added. ñNow I just need to continue to do the same thing 
Iôve done all week for one game and hopefully the rest will take care of itself.ò 

In the PBA Tournament of Champions, Belmonte made a run at his 10th major title but finished fourth in 

the finals at AMF Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio on Feb. 11. 
  

While Belmonte sits in the coveted top position for t he finals, four challengers will be battling for the 
opportunity to meet him in the championship match.  

  

Qualifying second for the finals and making his second consecutive television appearance after his 
runner-up finish in last weekôs Go Bowling! PBA60 Anniversary Classic, was four-time Tour winner 

Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash. Kent finished 278 pins behind Belmonte with a 7,059 pinfall. 
  

Making his first television appearance and qualifying third for the finals was Kris Prather of Milton, Fla., 
who finished with a 6,995 pinfall for 30 games. Patrick Girard of Canada made his first TV finals 

appearance in 13 years and third overall to take the fourth qualifying position finishing with a 6,924 

pinfall. 
  

Two-time PBA Tour winner Tom Smallwood of Saginaw, Mich., who began the tournament in 93rd after 
the first round battled all the way back to earn the fifth and final TV finals position with a 6,903 pinfall. 

The 2009 PBA World Championship winner doubled in the 10th frame of the final game of qualifying to 

make it into the finals.  

  

The Players Championship qualifying rounds also determined 14 doubles team that will advance 
to Fridayôs Mark Roth/Marshall Holman Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com final two Baker 



format qualifying rounds. After  Fridayôs rounds the top five doubles teams will be determined for the 
taped ESPN telecast that will follow the Players Championship finals at 5 p.m. Fans will also be able to 

catch the doubles final live on ESPN3. 
  

Belmonte and Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa., also dominated the Doubles Championship after six rounds 

finishing with a combined 14,235 30 -game total. The pair will lead the 14 doubles teams that advanced 
to Fridayôs final two Baker format qualifying rounds. 

  
BARBASOL PBA PLAYERS CHAM PIONSHIP  

Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio, Thursday  

  

Sixth Round Standings (after 30 games. Top five players advance to live ESPN stepladder 

finals  Sunday  at  1:30 p.m. ET)  

1, Jason Belmonte, Australia, 7,337. 

2, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 7,059. 
3, Kris Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 6,995.  

4, Patrick Girard, Canada, 6,924. 

5, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., 6,903. 
  
Other cashers  
6, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., 6,898, $8,000. 

7, Stuart Williams, England, 6,890, $7,000.  
8, Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 6,875, $6,000. 

9, Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 6,853, $5,500. 

10, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 6,847, $5,000. 
11, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 6,833, $4,500. 

12, Darren Tang, San Francisco, 6,832, $4,200. 
13, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa, 6,823, $4,000.  

14, Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 6,793, $3,600. 

15, Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 6,791, $3,400. 
16, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 6,783, $3,200. 

17, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, 6,760, $3,000. 
18, Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 6,743, $2,800. 

19, Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 6,737, $2,600. 

20, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, 6,726, $2,400. 
21, Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 6,719, $2,300. 

22, Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 6,715, $2,200. 
23, Richie Teece, England, 6,709, $2,100. 

24, Dom Barrett, England, 6,697, $2,000. 
25, Cameron Weier, Tacoma, Wash., 6,691, $1,900. 

26, Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 6,690, $1,800. 

27, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., 6,684, $1,700.  
28, Osku Palermaa, Finland, 6,672, $1,600. 

29, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 6,667, $1,550. 
30, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, 6,663, $1,500. 
  
Failed to cash  
31, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio, 6,658. 

32, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo., 6,640. 
33, Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 6,634. 

34, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 6,626. 
35, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 6,621. 

36, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., 6,616. 



37 (tie), Daniel Fransson, Sweden, and Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 6,614. 
39, Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 6,602. 

40, Michael Tang, San Francisco, 6,597. 
41, Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 6,581. 

42, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 6,574. 

43, Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill., 6,571. 
44, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 6,558. 

45 (tie), Andres Gomez, Colombia, and Arturo Quintero, Mexico, 6,535. 
47, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, Ill., 6,511.  

48, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 6,510.  
49, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 6,509. 

50, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., 6,508. 

51, Rhino Page, Orlando, 6,504. 
52, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 6,495. 

53, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., 6,494. 
54, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 6,483. 

55 (tie), Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky., and Sam Cooley, Australia, 6,482. 

57, Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 6,480. 
58, David Haynes, Las Vegas, 6,479. 

59, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 6,475. 
60, Francois Lavoie, Canada, 6,468. 

61, Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 6,448. 
62, Ray Teece, England, 6,439. 

63, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas, 6,435. 

64, Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 6,433. 
65, Kyle Cook, Centerville, Ohio, 6,431. 

66, Francois Louw, South Africa, 6,429. 
67, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 6,427. 

68, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 6,423. 

69, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 6,419. 
70, Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 6,404.  

71, Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 6,397.  
72, Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 6,385. 

73, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 6,380. 

74, Kyle Bigelow, Troy, Ohio, 6,374. 
75 (tie), Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., and Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn., 6,372. 

77, Michael Schlabach, Goshen, Ind., 6,361. 
78, Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 6,349. 

79, Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 6,333. 
80, Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 6,307. 

81, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio, 6,288. 

82, Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 6,285. 
83, Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 6,277. 

84, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 6,271. 
85, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia, 6,254. 

86, Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 6,241. 

87, Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 6,240. 
88, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 6,218. 

89, Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 6,204.  
90, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 6,199. 

91, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 6,191. 
92, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 6,183. 

93, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C., 6,175. 



94 (tie), Andrew Cain, Phoenix, and Robert Mushtare, Carthage, N.Y., 6,172. 
96, Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla., 6,170.  

97, Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 6,146. 
98, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 6,128. 

99, Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, 6,105. 

100, Napatra Buspanikonkul, Thailand, 6,104. 
101, Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 6,099. 

102, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz., 6,094. 
103, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill., 6,089 . 

104, Timothy Steria, Watertown, N.Y., 6,078, $100.  
105, Brian Robinson, Morgantown, W.Va., 6,070. 

106, Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 6,059. 

107, Graham Fach, Canada, 6,054. 
108, Sandra Gongora, Mexico, 6,008. 

109, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 6,000. 
110, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y., 5,958. 

111, Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 5,957. 

112, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5,898. 
113, CJ Kirchner, Herrin, Ill., 5,740.  

114, Tristan Butler, Fort Wayne, Ind., 5,611.  
115, Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 5,595. 

116, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 5,534.  
117, Matthew Ward, Fort Mohave, Ariz., 5,061. 

118, Jean Perez, Puerto Rico, withdrew. 

119, Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore., withdrew 
120, Eric Cottrell, Grove City, Ohio, withdrew. 

  
300 games ï Sean Rash, Brad Angelo, Tim Steria 

  

MARK ROTH/MA RSHALL HOLMAN PBA DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP  

Presented by BowlerX.com  

  
Sixth Round Standings (after 30 games; top 14 teams advance to Baker format 

qualifying  Friday)  

1, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa./Jason Belmonte, Australia, 14,235. 
2, EJ Tackett, Huntington, I nd./Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 13,743. 

3, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio/Kris Prather, Plainfield, Ill., 13,653. 
4, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas/Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 13,543. 

5, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla./Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 13,520. 
6, Patrick Girard, Canada/Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 13,505. 

7, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas/Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 13,445. 

8, Darren Tang, San Francisco/Michael Tang, San Francisco, 13,429. 
9, Dom Barrett, England/Osku Palermaa, Finland, 13,369. 

10, Francois Lavoie, Canada/Stuart Williams, England, 13,358. 
11, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo./Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., 13,349. 

12, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas/Sam Cooley, Australia, 13,329. 

13, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio/Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 13,276.  
14, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas/Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 13,268. 

  
Failed to advance  

15, Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y./Liz Johnson, Palatine, Ill., 13,245. 
16, Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y./Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 13,240. 

17, BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa./Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 13,218. 



18, Daniel Fransson, Sweden/Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 13,188. 
19, Arturo Quintero, Mexico/Ildemaro Ruiz, Venezuela, 13,169. 

20, Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo./Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, 13,149. 
21, Ray Teece, England/Richie Teece, England, 13,148. 

22, Jesper Svensson, Sweden/Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 13,116. 

23, AJ Chapman, Manchester, Iowa/Mitch Hupe, Towanda, Kan., 13,108. 
24, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich./Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 13,102. 

25, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas/Connor Pickford, Charlotte, N.C., 13,048. 
26, Shota Kawazoe, Japan/Zulmazran Zulkifli, Malaysia, 13,039. 

27, Matthew Ogle, Louisville, Ky./Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 12,992.  
28, AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill./Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 12,986. 

29, Andres Gomez, Colombia/Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 12,968. 

30, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y./Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 12,934. 
31, Matt Kuba, Chicago Ridge, IL/Nick Kruml, Downers Grove, Ill., 12,908. 

32, Justin Wyman, Fairport, N.Y./Patrick Dombrowski, Parma, Ohio, 12,833. 
33, Markus Jansson, Sweden/Pontus Andersson, Sweden, 12,828. 

34, Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan./Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 12,795. 

35, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla./Scott Newell, Deland, Fla., 12,782. 
36, Rhino Page, Orlando/Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., 12,781. 

37, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C./Zeke Bayt, Westerville, Ohio, 12,735. 
38, Diana Zavjalova, Latvia/Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, 12,734. 

39, Kevin Kullman, Lockport, Ill./Ryan Lakota, Shorewood, Ill., 12,660.  
40, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich./Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 12,645. 

41, Andrew Cain, Phoenix/Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 12,576. 

42, Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y./Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, 12,516.  
43, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C./Kristian Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 12,478. 

44, Dave Wodka, Clarksville, Tenn. /Wayne Webb, Columbus, Ohio, 12,477. 
45, Christopher Sloan, Ireland/Francois Louw, South Africa, 12,429. 

46, Chris Via, Springfield, Ohio/Graham Fach, Canada, 12,342. 

47, Gabriel Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla./Matthew Staninger, Highland, Ind., 12,332. 
48, Andrew Klingler, Grand Rapids, Mich./Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., 12,138. 

49, Kyle King, Glendale, Ariz./Russ Oviatt, Chandler, Ariz., 12,051. 
50, Dwight Adams, Greensboro, N.C./Gary Faulkner Jr., Memphis, Tenn., 11,770. 

  

 

 
PBA Spare Shots  

  
DON JOHNSONôS 299 IS PBAôS MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT; MORE ñMOMENTSò TO COME 

On Saturday, April 4, 1970, eventual PBA Hall of Famer Don Johnson  had already locked up the 
Firestone Tournament of Champions title with his 11th consecutive strike at Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, 

Ohio. As opponent Dick Ritger  and millions of ABC-TV fans watched, Johnson threw what appeared to 
be another perfect shot in pursuit of a $10,000 perfect game bonus. 

  

But the 10 pin stood, and Johnson fell to the approach in disbelief and disappointment. That iconic 
image, captured on black-and-white film by an Akron Beacon-Journal photographer, is arguably the most 

reproduced photo in bowling history, and it spawned an artistic interpretation by  Marc Moon  that graced 
the cover of the 1971 PBA Tour Program. 

  

Johnsonôs historic 299 also has been selected as the ñmost memorable momentò in the PBAôs 60-year 
history, as revealed during Sundayôs ESPN telecast of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic from 

Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis. That moment along with the other ñtop 10ò moments kicked off the 
unveiling of all 60 ñmost memorable momentsò that will be revealed, one a day, Monday through Friday, 



on the PBAôs social media outlets beginning next Monday and continuing until all 60 moments are 
announced. 

  
Sundayôs top 10 ï which were previewed to the more than 300 attendees at the PBA 60th Anniversary 

Celebration dinner and hall of fame cer emonies Saturday night ï include the following. Note the list 

actually includes 11 ñmemorable momentsò due to a tie for 10th place. Keep in mind the list, selected by 
a large group of long-time industry veterans, players, PBA officials, etc., is focused on the ñmost 

memorable momentsò in PBA history, not necessarily the ñgreatestò accomplishments: 

  

1)    Don Johnson ôs 299 game in championship game of the 1970 Firestone Tournament of 
Champions. He fell to floor after leaving a 10 pin on his final shot, rising to a standing ovation at 

Riviera Lanes. 
2)    Eddie Elias ô meeting with PBAôs 33 founding members in Syracuse, N.Y., in 1958. 
3)    Kelly Kulick  becoming the first woman to win a PBA Tour title in the 2010 PBA Tournament 

of Champions in Las Vegas. 
4)    Pete McCordic  winning a $100,000 bonus with a nerve -wracked 300 game on ABC-TV in 

1987. 
5)    Pete Weber  striking in the 10th frame to claim a record fifth U.S. Open title by one pin in 
2012, then uttering his famous, ñWho Do You Think You Are, I Am!ò 
6)    Earl Anthony  surpassing the $1 million career earnings milestone for the first time in 
winning the 1982 PBA National Championship. 
7)    Del Ballard Jr. , needing two strikes and 7 pins to win the 1991 Fair Lanes Open over Pete 
Weber, gets the first two but rolls a gutter ball on last shot to lose.  
8)    Mark Roth  becoming the first player to convert the 7 -10 split in a 1980 televised PBA final. 
9)    Bob Learn Jr.  throws 44 out of a possible 48 strikes, including a 300 game,  for a record 
four-game TV total of 1,129 pins to win the PBA Flagship Open in an arena in his hometown of 

Erie, Pa., in 1996. 
10)  A tie between the 2011 TOC from Red Rock in Las Vegas where Mika 

Koivuniemi  defeated Tom Daugherty  in the biggest margin of victory ever, 299-100 (lowest game 

ever bowled on TV) and then goes on to win the $250,000 record first prize. It was the PBAôs first 
live telecast on ABC-TV since 1997. The second half of the tie involves Randy Pedersen  needing a 

strike to defeat  Ernie Sc hlegel  to win the 1995 Touring Players Championship. But Pedersenôs 
seemingly perfect shot leaves a stone 8 pin, prompting Schlegel to go into a wild celebration.  

  

To make sure you donôt miss out, follow the PBA on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour), subscribe to the PBA 

channel on YouTube (PBABowling) and tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour). 
  

CONCRETE SOFTWAREôS ñBEAT THE CHAMPIONò CHALLENGE IS UNDERWAY 

The PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Gameôs PBA 60th Anniversary Classic Challenge is underway. If you 

are a mobile devise user, you can download the free PBA Bowling Challenge app, look for the PBA 60th 

Anniversary venue, and start bowling immediate. If you bowl a game that tops the 244  Jakob 
Butturff  bowled in winning the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic, youôll be eligible to win the 

sweepstakes. 
  

Each score you bowl that beats Butturffôs 244 will count as an entry. One ent ry will be randomly selected 

as the winner and will receive a bowling pin signed by Butturff plus 5,000 Gold Pins! Players can enter 
scores as often as they wish until 12:59 a.m. EST on Monday, Feb. 26. Here is a link to the off icial 

rules http://bit.ly/PBA60th_OfficialRules . 
  

Everyone with a mobile device is invited to join the fun. The PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game app is a 
free download at Google Play and Apple App stores. Use these links: Google 

Play: http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd. 

http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation
http://bit.ly/PBA60th_OfficialRules
http://bit.ly/PBABowlingChallengeAnd


  
TWO NEW SPONSORS JOIN LINEUP FOR PBA LEAGUE, XTRA FRAME EVENT IN PORTLAND  

The PBA has announced two new corporate sponsors have joined the lineup for its upcoming return trip 
to Bayside Bowl in Portland. OceanView at Falmouth will be the titled sponsor of the 2018 PBA League 

Elias Cup competition, and Port Property Management will be the titled sponsor for the PBA Xtra Frame 

Maine Shootout leading into the PBA League competition. 
  

The PBA Xtra Frame Port Property Management Maine Shootout, a single-elimination match play event 
offering a PBA Tour title if the winner is a PBA member, will be held April 17-18 and will be covered from 

start to finish, live on PBAôs Xtra Frame live streaming channel. 

  

The OceanView at Falmouth PBA League competition will begin with a ñseedingò round for all eight teams 

on Friday, April 20, followed by quarterfin al, semifinal and Elias Cup championship rounds on 
Saturday and Sunday. All of the weekend rounds will be live streamed on ESPN3 and taped for delayed 

telecast on ESPN on four consecutive Sundays at 1 p.m. EST, beginning on April 22. 
  

SKECHERS JOINS PBAôS ESPN TELECAST ADVERTISING FAMILY 

Skechers, one of Americaôs leading footwear manufacturers, has joined the lineup of advertisers 
participating in the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour telecast series on ESPN. 

  
ñSkechers is excited to be a part of the current schedule of PBA Tour telecasts on ESPN. The audience of 

the PBA Tour fits our demographic profile nicely for our ówide fitô line promoted by Howie Long  and our 
line of Skechers slip resistant ñworkò footwear,ò said Skechers Senior Vice President of Advertising Gary 

Patrick . 

  
PBAôs series of live telecasts in February will be followed by coverage of the Mark Roth-Marshall Holman 

PBA Doubles Championship, the USBC Masters and the PBA League Elias Cup series in late March and 
April, reaching millions of American sports fans. 

  

SEAN RASH SHARES ñPERSPECTIVEò ON 2017 GENE CARTERôS PRO SHOP CLASSIC WIN 

In the newest edition of PBA Playerôs Perspective on Xtra Frame, Sean Rash  reflects upon his 2017 PBA 

Xtra Frame Gene Carterôs Pro Shop Classic victory. The Xtra Frame interview debuts today; the 
Perspective will be available on PBAôs YouTube channel on March 1. 

  

Xtra Frame Playerôs Perspectives currently archived on Xtra Frame and available on PBAôs YouTube 
channel include Pete Weber  (2012 U.S. Open), Rhino Page  (2017 PBA Xtra Frame Kenn-Feld Group 

Classic), Chri s Barnes  (2015 DHC PBA Japan Invitational), Tom Daugherty  (2016 Wolf Open), EJ 
Tackett/Tommy Jones  (2017 FireLake Tournament of Champions), and Marshall Kent  (2017 

Oklahoma Open). 
  

Xtra Frame subscription packages are offered for three days, a full month or a 12-month Xtra Frame 

Season Ticket. Visit xtraframe.com for details on how to subscribe.  

  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: STONEY BAKER WINS IN TWO -BALL ROLL-OFF 

Stoney Baker  of Canton, Ga., defeated Scott Thomsen  of Sumter, S.C., in a one-ball sudden death roll 

off that went two frames to win the PBA50 Dave Edwards Toyota Spartanburg Southern Open presented 

by Global 900 at Paradise Lanes in Spartanburg, S.C., Sunday. 
  

Baker, who won $2,000 along with his 28th ca reer regional title, left a 4 pin on his second roll -off attempt 
after the players tied at 237 -237 and both threw strikes with their first roll -off shots. Needing a strike to 

win or n ine pins to extend the match, Thomsen left the 2 -5 on his second shot to hand Baker the title. 
Thomsen pocketed $1,000 as the runner-up. 
  

http://xtraframe.com/


In the semifinal round, Baker defeated  Dick Gran  of Hartville, Ohio, 186-170, while Thomsen disposed 
of Brian Kretzer  of Dayton, Ohio, 232-178. 

  
ƀ PBAôs 2018 regional tournament season kicks into full gear in March, beginning with the  March 2-

4 weekend when Strike Zone Lanes in Canton, Ohio, hosts the PBA50 Strike Zone Lanes Central Classic 

presented by Brunswick; Holiday Lanes in Lakewood, Colo., hosts the PBA Dreams Never Die Southwest 
Super Regional presented by Denver Broncosô star CJ Anderson  and Storm, and Gold Country Lanes in 

Sutter Creek, Calif., hosts the Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Championship. 

  

ƀ The March 9-11 PBA Regional weekend calendar includes the PBA50 Fayetteville South Open at 
Lafayette Lanes in Fayetteville, N.C.; the Colorado Springs Southwest Super Regional at Harmony Bowl in 

Colorado Springs, Colo., and the Sands Regency tripleheader including the West/Northwest Winter 

Challenge presented by Hammer, West/Northwest Winter Classic presented by Ebonite and the PBA50 
Winter Classic presented by Track ï all at the National Bowling Stadium in Reno. 

  
ƀ A busy weekend is on tap for PBA Regional competitors over the March 16-18 weekend when the 

schedule includes the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau Central/East Open presented by Radical at Bell-

Wick Bowl in Hubbard, Ohio; the PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open in Virden, Ill.; the Jacôs 
Lanes Valdosta South Open in Valdosta, Ga., and the Odessa Southwest Open at Astro Bowl in Odessa, 

Texas. 
  

ƀ PBAôs March 23-25 regional tournament schedule includes the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open in Elmira, N.Y.; 
the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill.. and the 

Caveman Bowl Northwest/West Open presented by DV8 in Grants Pass, Ore. 

  
ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 

non-title winners over  the March 30-April 1 weekend in Houston, Texas. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 
ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

new PBA app). 
 

 

 

Belmonte and  OôNeill Run Away With Top Qualifier Spot for  

Roth/Holman Doubles Championship Finals  

Doubles Championship to be taped by ESPN Sunday at 5 p.m. ET after 

live Barbasol PBA Players Championship finals 
  
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Feb. 23, 2018)  ï Barbasol PBA Players Championship top qualifier Jason Belmonte 

of Australia and eight-time PBA Tour winner Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa., averaged 236.57 as a team to 
earn top qualifier honors for the Mark Roth/Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by 

BowlerX.com stepladder finals. 

  
After each playerôs 30 games of qualifying during the Players Championship earlier in the week and 16 

games of Baker format qualifying Friday, Belmonte and OôNeill led the field with a 17,979 pinfall total at 
Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 

  

The Doubles Championship will be taped by ESPN Sunday at 5 p.m. ET after the Barbasol PBA Players 
Championship live finals which are scheduled for 1:30 p.m.  Fans can also catch the livestream of 

the  Roth/Holman Doubles finals on ESPN3. The Doubles Championship will air on ESPN March 25 at 2 
p.m. ET. 

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/


  
Belmonte and OôNeill, looking for their first doubles title, held a commanding 327-pin lead over 2016 PBA 

Player of the Year EJ Tackett of Huntington, Ind., and four -time tour winner Marshall Kent of Yakima, 
Wash., who finished second with a 17,652 pinfall. Kent also qualified second for the Players 

Championship finals. 

  
For Belmonte and OôNeill itôs their fourth consecutive Doubles Championship finals appearance having 

finished fourth in their three prev ious appearances. Kent and Tackett will be hoping to improve on their 
runner-up finish in 2017.  

  
Qualifying third were Kris Prather of Milton, Fla., who qualified third for the Players Championship finals, 

and Brandon Novak of Chillicothe, Ohio, with a 17,382 pinfall.  

  
Texans DJ Archer and Shawn Maldonado qualified fourth combining for a 17,316 pinfall. Archer will be 

trying for his third PBA Tour and Maldonado his first. 
  

Brothers Michael and Darren Tang of San Francisco moved from seventh after the dayôs first Baker round 

to take the fifth qualifying spot with a 17,273 pinfall. The Tangôs, former collegiate standouts at San Jose 
State, combined for games of 249, 226, 185, 277, 290, 213, 257 and 205 to beat out two -time doubles 

champions PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke and 10-time tour winner Wes Malott who finished sixth with 
17,201. 

  
In 2017 Michael, 22, finished second in the United States Bowling Congress Masters, and Darren, 24, 

finished fourth. Both players will be trying for their first PBA Tour title . 

  
The Baker format requires each player on the team to alternate frames in the game to combine for one 

score. 
  

MARK ROTH/MARSHALL HOLMAN PB A DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP  

Presented by BowlerX.com  

Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio, Friday 

  
Eighth Round Standings (after 76 games. Top five doubles teams advance to  Sundayôs Baker 

format stepladder finals to be taped by ESPN at  5 p.m. ET)  

  
1, Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa./Jason Belmonte, Australia, 17,979. 

2, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind./Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 17,652. 
3, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio/Kristopher Prather, MIlton, Fla., 17,382. 

4, DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas/Shawn Maldonado, Houston, 17,316. 
5, Darren Tang, San Francisco/Michael Tang, San Francisco, 17,273. 

6, Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla./Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, 17,201, $7,000. 

7, Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas/Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 17,153, $6,500. 
8, Patrick Girard, Canada/Zacharay Wilkins, Canada, 17,145, $6,000. 

9, Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio/Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 17,053, $5,500.  
10, Francois Lavoie, Canada/Stuart Williams, England, 17,039, $5,000. 

11, Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo./Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., $4,500. 

12, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas/Sam Cooley, Australia, 16,928, $4,000. 
13, Dom Barrett, England/Osku Palermaa, Finland, 16,870, $3,500. 

14, Dino Castillo, Highland Village, Texas/Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 16,751, $3,000. 
 
 
 

  



Michiganôs Tom Smallwood Wins All Four Stepladder Matches 

to Capture Barbasol PBA Players Champion ship Title  

Smallwood defeats defending champion and top qualifier Jason Belmonte 259-239 

for second major and third career tour title  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio  (Feb. 25, 2018)  ï Tom Smallwood of Saginaw, Mich., won four consecutive 
stepladder finals matches, including the title match against defending champion Jason Belmonte of 

Australia, to win the Barbasol PBA Players Championship at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl Sunday for his 

second major and third career PBA Tour title. 
  

With a 10-pin lead heading into the final frame, the 40-year-old Smallwood struck on his first ball in the 
10th to beat Belmonte, 259 -239, in the title match for his first tourna ment win since the 2013 PBA 

Scorpion Championship. 
  

The victory thwarted Belmonteôs attempt for a record-tying 10th maj or and 17th career tour title. 

Belmonte was the No. 1 qualifier for the finals, and as top qualifier, needed only to beat Smallwood for 
the title.  

  
It was an uphill battle for Smallwood for the entire tournament. After finishing 93rd after the first round , 

he battled back to eventually earn the No. 5 qualifying position for the stepladder finals.  

  
ñThatôs one of the assets of my game to grind through matches and never quit,ò said Smallwood, whose 

first major came in the 2009 PBA World Championship. ñIôm good with the pressure and if Iôm not striking 
a lot I can hang in there to stay in contention. This tournament was a great example of th at.ò 

  
Smallwoodôs stepladder journey to the title started with a 237-206 win over Canadian Patrick Girard, 

trying for h is first tour title, who missed the headpin four times in the first match.  

  
Smallwood then edged out No. 3 qualifier Kris Prather of Plainfield, Ill., who was making his first TV finals 

appearance, 236-235. With both players working on a string of four st rikes and tied heading into the 10th 
frame, Smallwood was able to take the win with a strike on his first ball and nine on his second sh ot after 

Prather struck and then left a seven-count split.  

  
Smallwood then moved on to meet four -time tour winner Marshall Kent of Yakima, Wash., who was 

coming off a runner -up finish in last weekôs PBA 60th Anniversary Classic. Smallwood again escaped with 
a one-pin victory, 225-224, when he spared in the 10th frame and threw a nine count on his final ball.  

  

ñI just kept telling myself to keep everything slow,ò said Smallwood. ñIt was important to read what the 
ball was doing going down the lane and not overthink it. I just concentrated on keeping the ball in play.  

  
ñYou could say there was more pressure on some shots than others, but in reality, thereôs pressure on 

every shot,ò Smallwood added. ñIôm not complaining, this is what I live for.ò 

  

It marked  the second consecutive major that the winner won all four stepladder matches for the title. 

Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., won the PBA Tournament of Champions on Feb. 11 by sweeping all four 
finals matches. 

BARBASOL PBA PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP  
Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio,  Sunday  

Final Standings   

1, Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., $40,000.  
2, Jason Belmonte, Australia, $20,000.  

3, Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., $12,000.  



4, Kris Prather, Plainfield, Ill., $11,000.   
5, Patrick Girard, Canada, $10,000. 

Stepladder Results:   
Match One ï Smallwood def. Girard, 237-206.  

Match Two ï Smallwood def. Prather, 236-235. 

Semifinal Match ï Smallwood def. Kent, 225-224. 
Championship ï Smallwood def. Belmonte, 259-239. 
 
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

BARBASOL ñFACIALò RESULTS IN ADJUSTED FINAL SCORE FOR TOM SMALLWOOD 

Upon further review,  Tom Smallwood ôs final shot in winning the Barbasol PBA Players Championship at 
Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl Sunday was officially recorded as a ñzeroò due to a foreign substance ï 

shaving cream ï on his ball. 
  

After throwing two strikes in the 10th frame to lock up his victory over  Jason Belmonte , Smallwood was 

given a ñBarbasol facialò by fellow Brunswick staffer Jon Van Hees  before he had a chance to throw his 
final shot. Smallwood then delivered his fill ball ï leaving the 2-8 ï which initially gave him a winning total 

of 267. But when tournament director  Kirk von Krueger  noticed some of the shaving cream had landed 
on the ball, Smallwoodôs final shot was disqualified and the final score of the match became 259 -239. 

  
TOM SMALLWOOD CLOSES IN ON ELITE EIGHT FIELD FOR 2018 PBA TOUR FINALS  

Speaking of Tom Smallw ood , his win in Columbus, Ohio, helped him move into contention for a berth 

in the 2018 PBA Tour Finals which will take place May 4-6 at Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Mich. The 
PBA Tour Finals, which will be televised by CBS Sports Network as part of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour 

schedule, will include the top eight players in combined PBA Tour/World Bowling Tour earnings from 
2016 through the Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout, which will take place April 

17-18 at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. 

  
With only the USBC Masters (April 9-15) in Syracuse, N.Y., and the Maine tournament remaining on the 

combined earnings list, the top eight players are:  EJ Tackett  ($380,828), Jason 
Belmonte  ($380,357), Jesper Svensson  ($296,456),  Dom Barret t  ($254,490),Anthony 

Simonsen  ($236,834), Marshall Kent  ($223,745), Tommy Jones  ($175,652) and, in the No . 8 

position, Sean Rash  ($154,472).  
  

With a $30,000 first prize at stake in the USBC Masters, the 2018 seasonôs third major championship, and 
$10,000 to the winner in Maine, a handful of other players ï led by Smallwood ï have a chance to break 

into the elite eight field. Smallwoodôs combined earnings are $153,057, just over $1,000 behind Rash. 
Mathematically in contention behind Smallwood are Ryan Cimi nelli  ($137,080), Francois 

Lavoie  ($128,055) and Kyle Troup  ($123,440).  

  
PORT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PBA XT RA FRAME MAINE SHOOTOUT NEARLY FULL  

And speaking of the Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout, the capacity field of 64 
players is on the brink of being filled. The singles tournament that leads into the PBA League competition 

at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine, April 20-22, had fewer than 10 spots available as of today.  

  
Players ranked among the top 75 on the PBA Tourôs 2017 aggregate earnings list have first priority to 

enter by the  Monday, March 5, deadline (if the field isnôt filled prior to Monday). 
  

The PBA Xtra Frame Tour event involves a unique best-of-three-game, single-elimination match play 
format. A ñdraw partyò will be held on Monday, April 16, to randomly selected bracket positions for all 64 

players. Match play elimination round one on Tuesday will involve four sessions with 16 players with 32 



winners advancing to round two later in the day. The 16 survivors from round two  will continue the best -
of-three-game competition on Wednesday until the field is reduced to two players who will bowl for the 

championship at 7:30 p.m. EST. 
  

The entire Maine Shootout will be live streamed on Xtra Frame, PBAôs subscription-based online bowling 

channel. To sign up for a subscription, visit  xtraframe.tv. Josh Blanchard  (2015) and Ryan 
Ciminelli  (2016) are the champions of the two previous Xtra Frame Maine Shootout events.  

  
PBA ADDS LUBBOCK S PORTS OPEN TO XTRA FRAME PBA TOUR SCHEDULE 

The PBA Xtra Frame Lubbock Sports Open, presented by Ebonite, will return to the PBA Tourôs schedule 
of Xtra Frame tournaments in 2018. The Lubbock event, scheduled for the June 8-10 weekend at South 

Plains Lanes in Lubbock, Texas, brings the series of tournaments covered exclusively by Xtra Frame to 

eight. Marshall Kent  of Yakima, Wash., is the defending champion in Lubbock. 
  

PBA BEGINS UNVEILING REMAINING ñMEMORABLE MOMENTSò 

The countdown continues. While the PBA has revealed its top 10 moments on a list of the 60 most 
memorable moments in history as part of the PBA 60th Anniversary Celebration Season, there are still 49 

additional moments to unveiléand the unveiling has begun. 

  
One additional memorable moment will be disclosed Monday through Friday on PBAôs social media 

outlets. To make sure you donôt miss out, follow the PBA on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour), subscribe to the PBA 

channel on YouTube (PBABowling) and tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour). 

  
If you missed one, each weekôs five new ñmomentsò will be recapped in PBA Spare Shots in the ensuing 

week until the entire list of 60 memorable moments is complete.  

  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: REGIONALS KICK INTO FULL SWING IN MARCH  

PBAôs 2018 regional tournament season kicks into full gear in March, beginning with this weekend when 

Strike Zone Lanes in Canton, Ohio, hosts the PBA50 Strike Zone Lanes Central Classic presented by 

Brunswick; Holiday Lanes in Lakewood, Colo., hosts the PBA Dreams Never Die Southwest Super 
Regional presented by Denver Broncosô star CJ Ande rson  and Storm, and Gold Country Lanes in Sutter 

Creek, Calif., hosts the Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Championship. 

  

ƀ The March 9-11 PBA Regional weekend calendar includes the PBA50 Fayetteville South Open at 

Lafayette Lanes in Fayetteville, N.C.; the Colorado Springs Southwest Super Regional at Harmony Bowl in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., and the Sands Regency tripleheader including the West/Northwest Winter 

Challenge presented by Hammer, West/Northwest Winter Classic presented by Ebonite and the PBA50 
Winter Classic presented by Track ï all at the National Bowling Stadium in Reno. 

  
ƀ A busy weekend is on tap for PBA Regional competitors over the March 16-18 weekend when the 

schedule includes the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau Central/East Open presented by Radical at Bell-

Wick Bowl in Hubbard, Ohio; the PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open in Virden, Ill.; the Jacôs 
Lanes Valdosta South Open in Valdosta, Ga., and the Odessa Southwest Open at Astro Bowl in Odessa, 

Texas. 
  

ƀ PBAôs March 23-25 regional tournament schedule includes the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open in Elmira, N.Y.; 

the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill.. and the 
Caveman Bowl Northwest/West Open presented by DV8 in Grants Pass, Ore. 

  
ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 

non-title winners over the  March 30-April 1 weekend in Houston, Texas. 

  

http://xtraframe.tv/
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2683
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2683
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2683
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2683
http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation


ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
new PBA app). 

  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ Reminder: In case you missed the live telecast, ESPN2 will re-air the Barbasol PBA Players 

Championship finals Saturday (March 3) at 9 a.m. EST. 
  

ƀ Larry Williams is the February winner of a $200 HotelPlanner.com certificate, redeemable for future 
lodging expenses, compliments of PBAôs official travel partner. The monthly sweepstakes is open to 

anyone who books a hotel through the HotelPlanner.com link onpba.com. Those who book through 

HotelPlanner.com are automatically entered. 
  

ƀ Stanley Targonski  of Enfield, Conn., will receive a new high-performance ball from MOTIV, Cedrick 
Bell  of Gilbert, Ariz., wins a new Brunswick ball, and Nicole Celso  of Winter Springs, Fla., is the winner 

of a new high-performance ball from DV8 as February sweepstakes winners for subscribing to Xtra 

Frame. The monthly sweepstakes is sponsored by the respective PBA Product Registered partners. 
Monthly winners are selected from among new Xtra Frame subscribers, who are automatically entered 

when they enroll  as a monthly or Xtra Frame Season Ticket (full year) subscriber. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Harry Sullins Wins PBA50 Strike Zone Lanes Central Classic  

  

Canton, Ohio (March 4, 2018)  ï Harry Sullins of Chesterfield Twp., Mich. defeated Dean Billings of 
Rootstown, Ohio by 87 pins to win the PBA50 Strike Zone Lanes Central Classic presented by Brunswick 

at Strike Zone Lanes Sunday. 

  
Sullins finished with a perfect 12-0 match play record and a total of 4,813 pins for 20 games, including 

match play bonus pins. The title was Sullinsô first of the year in the PBA Central Region and his 22nd 
career PBA50 Regional title. He also earned $1,500. 

The next PBA Central Region event will be in Hubbard, Ohio, March 16-18. 

PBA50 STRIKE ZONE LANES CENTRAL CLASSIC PRESENTED BY BRUNSWICK  

Str ike Zone Lanes, Canton, Ohio,  Sunday  

  

Final Match Play Standings (after 20 games, including match play bonus pins):          

1, ss-Harry Sullins, Chesterfield Twp., Mich., 12-0, 4,813, $1,500. 2, Dean Billings, Rootstown, 

Ohio, 9-3, 4,726, $1,000. 3, Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 5-6-1, 4,648, $800. 4, Neil Kassel, 
Beavercreek, Ohio, 8-4, 4,623, $750. 5, ss-Tom Baker, King, N.C., 6-6, 4,524, $700. 6, Tony Majcher, 

Rolling Meadows, Ill., 7-4-1, 4,471, $650. 7, Danny Clark, New Palestine, Ind., 7-5, 4,470, $600. 8, Rick 

Zakrajsek, Lorain, Ohio, 5-5-2, 4,451, $580.  
9, Larry Verble, Mason, Mich., 6-5-1, 4,443, $565. 10, ss-Dale Csuhta, Wadsworth, Ohio, 8-4, 

4,381, $550. 11, Glenn Smith, New York, 7-5, 4,372, $535. 12, Richie Brown, Marion, Ohio, 3-9, 4,259, 
$520. 13, Ray Edwards, Middle Island, N.Y., 3-8-1, 4,216, $515. 14, ss-Dick Gran, Hartville, Ohio, 3-9, 

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=New+York,+7-5&entry=gmail&source=g


4,172, $510. 15, Terry Wellman, Marengo, Ohio, 2-10, 4,106, $505. 16, R.J. Alman, Murrysville, Pa., 2-
10, 4,054, $500.  

  
ss-denotes PBA60 player 
  
  
 
 

Ivan Yee wins PBA Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Championship  

 
Sutter Creek, Calif. (March 12, 2017)  ï Ivan Yee of San Francisco defeated amateur Raymond 

Lussier of San Jose, Calif., 243-193, to win the Professional Bowlers Association West Regionôs Jackson 
Rancheria Casino Resort Championship at Gold Country Lanes on Sunday. 

 

This was Yeeôs first PBA Regional title, and earned him $2,500. Lussier earned $1,300 for his second 
place finish. 

 
In the semifinal round, Yee defeated Lanndyn Carnate of Modesto, Calif., 179-159, and Lussier defeated 

Tony Rodriguez Jr. of Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., 203-165, to set up the championship match. Carnate 

and Rodriguez each earned $1,000 as semifinal round losers. 
 

The Sutter Creek event was part of the QubicaAMF PBA Regional Tour. For more information about 
QubicaAMF, visit www.qubicaamf.com or, for social media posts, visit http://bit.ly/QAMFSponsorship1. 

 
PBA Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Championship    

Gold Country Lanes, Sutter Cr eek, Calif., Sunday  

 
Championship: Ivan Yee, San Francisco ($2,500) def. n-Raymond Lussier, San Jose, Calif., ($1,300), 

241-193. 
 

Semifinal Round (losers earned $1,000): Yee def. Lanndyn Carnate, Modesto, Calif., 179-159. 

Lussier def. Tony Rodriguez Jr., Visalia, Calif., 203-165. 

 
Round of 8 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $700 each):  
Yee def. Arron Pawloski, Brentwood, Calif., 2-1. 
n-Lussier def. Joe Goldstein Sr., San Bruno, Calif., 2-1. 

Carnate def. Robyn Renslow, Brentwood, Calif., 2-1. 

Rodriguez def. n-Mark Del Cerro, Hayward, Calif., 2-1. 
 

n-denotes non-member 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.qubicaamf.com/
http://bit.ly/QAMFSponsorship1


 Ricky Schissler Rolls 300 to Win PBA L akewood Southwest Super Regional Title  
  

Lakewood, Colo., (Sunday, March 6)  ï Ricky Schissler of Brighton, Colo., rolled a perfect game to 
defeat  former USBC Masters champion Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas, in the final match of the 

sixth annual PBA Lakewood Storm Southwest Super Regional, presented by New American Funding, at 

Holiday Lanes on Sunday. 
 

Schiissler, a PBA member since 1988, thrilled his the hometown crowd with a 300 -215 victory over 
Simonsen to complete an unlikely climb to his first titl e in standard PBA regional competition. The 53-

year-old Schissler won his only previous PBA title last October in a PBA50 regional in Junction City, Kan., 
last October. His first title in standard regional competition, which included a $5,000 prize, came a fter 

Schissler completed a long climb to the title after qualifying in 12 th place. 

 
Schissler first defeated amateur Michael Smith from Centennial, Colo., 2-0, in a best-of-three-game 

Round of 16 match. In the Round of 12, he escaped with a 2 -0 victory over Canadaôs Francois Lavoie, 
PBAôs 2016 Rookie of the Year. In the Round of 8, Schissler put away 2016 PBA Player of the Year E.J. 

Tackett, of Huntington, In d., 2-0, which moved him into the semifinal round where he eliminated Michael 

Steele of Abilene, Texas, 215-180. 
 

Simonsen, who turned 21 in January, earned his berth in the title match by eliminating Anthony Coats of 
Pflugerville, Texas, 2-1, in the Round of 8, and defeating PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke of Clermont, Fla., 

218-180, in his semifinal match. 
 

The Southwest Regionôs next event is another Super Regional event, also offering a projected $5,000 first 

place, at Colorado Springsô Harmony Lanes, March 9-11. The PBA Odessa Southwest Open follows March 
16-18 at Astro Bowl. 

 
PBA LAKEWOOD SOUTHWEST SUPER REGIONAL  

sponsored by Storm and New American Funding  

Holiday Lanes, Lakewood, Colo., Sunday  
  

Championship:  
Ricky Schissler, Brighton, Colo. ($5,000), def. Anthony Simonsen, ($2,750), 300-215. 

  

Semifinal Round (losers earned $1,500):  
Simonsen def. Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., 218-180 

Schissler def. Michael Steele, Abilene, Texas, 215-165. 
  

Round of 8 (best of three games, losers earned $1,100 each):  
Schissler def. EJ Tackett, Evansville, Ind., 2-0. 

Simonsen def. Anthony Coats, Pflugerville, Texas, 2-1. 
Duke def. Kyle Sherman, OôFallon Mo., 2-1. 
Steele def. Jason Duran, Littleton, Colo. 2-1. 

  
Round of 12 (best of three games, losers earned $850):  

Steele def. Mark Myers, Glendale, Ariz., 2-1. 
Schissler def. Francois Lavoie, Canada, 2-0. 
Sherman def.  n-Frank Guccione, Castle Rock, Colo., 2-0. 

Coats def. Kris Koeltzow, Wheat Ridge, Colo., 2-1. 
 

Round of 16 (best of three games, losers earned $700):  
Steele def. Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan., 2-0. 
n-Schissler def. n-Michael Smith, Centennial, Colo., 2-1. 



Coats def. n-Rick Schafer, Aurora, Colo., 2-1. 
Guccione def. Mike Dias, Littleton,  Colo., 2-0. 
 
300 games: Jason Duran, Ricky Schissler. 

 
n-denotes non-member 
 

 PBA Spare Shots  

  
PBA REGIONAL PROGRAM HEADS INTO 49TH SEASON  

As the PBA celebrates its 60th anniversary season in 2018, the PBA Regional program ï born in 1969 with 
the inaugural PBA Regional Players Championship at Kingpin Lanes in Cincinnati ï heads into its 49th 

year of providing a proving ground for aspiring PBA Tour players as well as a closer-to-home, more 

affordable arena for bowlers who were unable to compete full -time on the PBA Tour. 
  

Over the years, the PBA Regional program has cultivated its own set of stars. Some players who used the 
regional program to develop their skills, like PBA Hall of Famers Pete Weber, Walter Ray Williams 

Jr.  and Mike Scroggins , became superstars. Others ï like Chris Warren  (feature photo) , Dale 

Traber  and Ross Packard  ï became highly successful at the regional levels. A few ï like Harry 
Sullins, Tom Baker  and Ron Mo hr  ï found the PBA50 regional program as a perfect outlet to extend 

their careers. 
  

Since its inception, the PBA Regional program has conducted nearly 6,400 tournaments and awarded 
titles to just under 1,850 different players.  

  

As the regional program heads into the 2018 season, here are top 10 lists of players who have excelled in 
PBAôs regional competition. The top 10 in combined standard and PBA50 regional titles is a tie between 

frequent PBA Midwest Region opponents, Dale Traber  of Cedarburg, Wis., and Pete Weber  of St. Ann, 
Mo., both with a total of 52 titles. Weber and  Chris Warren , a Texas native who found a new home in 

Grants Pass, Ore., are tied for most standard PBA Regional titles with 47. Sullins, who hails from 

Chesterfield Township, Mich., leads the PBA50 Regional list with 22 titles, four ahead of PBA Hall of 
Famer Tom Baker  of King, N.C. 

  
During openings in the PBA Tour schedule, regional competition is abundant in all seven domestic PBA 

Regions: East, South, Central, Midwest, Southwest, West and Northwest. Schedules and entry 

information can be found on  pba.com, and a ñfrequently asked questionsò for regional newcomers can be 
found under the ñFAQsò tab on pba.com (https://www.pba.com/Resources/Faqs ).  

  
Career Standard and PBA50 Regional Titles  

52       Dale Traber, Cedarburg, Wis. 
           Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo. 

51       Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore. 

47       Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla. 
44       Mike Scroggins, Amarillo, Texas 

43       Hugh Miller, Mercer Island, Wash. 
42       Steve Jaros, Yorkville, Ill. 

           Ross Packard, San Jose, Calif. 

           Guppy Troup, Taylorsville, N.C. 
40       Sam Zurich, Grant, Fla. 

  
Career Standard Regional Titles  

47       Chris Warren, Grants Pass, Ore. 
           Pete Weber, St. Ann, Mo. 
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42       Steve Jaros, Yorkville, Ill. 
40       Mike Scroggins, Amarillo, Texas 

39       Dale Traber, Cedarburg, Wis. 
38       Sam Zurich, Grant, Fla. 

33       Hugh Miller, Mercer Island, Fla. 

           Ross Packard, San Jose, Calif. 
32       Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla. 

30       Dennis Horan, Oakley, Calif. 
           Jeff Richgels, Madison, Wis. 

  
Career PBA50 Regional Titles  

22       Harry Sullins, Chesterfield Twp., Mich. 

18       Tom Baker, King, N.C. 
17       Ron Mohr, Las Vegas 

           George Pappas, Charlotte, N.C. 
15       Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla. 

14       Ron Winger, Henderson, Nev. 

13       Tim Kauble, Marion, Ohio 

           Dale Traber, Cedarburg, Wis. 

           Guppy Troup, Tayl orsville, N.C. 
12       Kenny Parks, Hammond, Ind. 

  
PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 56 THRU 60 

The countdown to unveil the complete list of the PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 

history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on PBAôs social media outlets. The top 10 moments 
were announced on PBAôs ESPN telecast of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic. Last week, 

ñmemorable momentsò 60 through 56 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown 
continues: 

  

56) Pete Weber  tied for sixth place on the all -time PBA Tour titles list by winning his 26th title in 
the 2001 Great Lakes Classic. During that telecast, Weber also rolled a 299 in the semifinal 

match. It was one of the early telecasts under the ñnewò PBA ownership. 

57) Sean Rash  became the first player to bowl two nationally -televised 300 games in PBA Tour 

competition in the 2015  TOC semifinal match. His first came in the PBA Wolf Open in Shawnee, 

Okla., in 2014. 
58) The PBA Lane Maintenance program was created midway through the 1971 season. 

59) Bob Vespi  and Chris Warren  staged a tense duel in the 1991 Florida Open title match 
with Warren throwing three strikes in the 10th to win, 211-208. 

60) The Dallas Strikers recorded the PBA Leagueôs first televised team Baker 300 game in 2016 at 

Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. 
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subscribe to the 
PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour), and on the 

web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments. 
  

NEW JERSEY ñBOWLERò WINS 60TH ANNIVERSARY ñCHALLENGEò SWEEPESTAKES 

Joh n Ezekiel  of Paulsboro, N.J., tried to out -score Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic 
champion Jakob Butturff ôs 244 winning total 100 times, but it only took one of those scores to win 

Concrete Softwareôs ñPBA 60th Anniversary Classic Challengeò sweepstakes. 
  

The sweepstakes invited PBA Bowling Challenge Mobile Game users to ñbowlò as often as they wanted to 

try to beat Butturffôs winning score for a chance to win a bowling pin signed by the winner plus 5,000 

http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation
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Gold Pins. Ezekiel was one of 15,255 players who bowled a total of 48,749 games in the contest, 
including one player who tried 339 times.  

  
PBA HALL OF FAMER LEN NICHOLSONôS NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 

As PBA Director of Lane Maintenance beginning in the 1970s, PBA Hall of Famer Len Nicholson 

experienced the PBA Tour from a unique perspective. Many of his personal insights involving some of the 
sportôs greatest stars are now available in his new book, ñMy Memories and Stories of The PBA Hall of 

Famers.ò The book is available for $25. To order, send a note to Nicholson at savrsprt@yahoo.com for 
details.   

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: RICKY SCHISSLER PERFECT IN COLORADO VICTORY  

Ricky Schissler  of Brighton, Colo., rolled a perfect game to defeat  2016 USBC Masters 

champion Anthony Simonsen  of Austin, Texas, in the final match of the sixth annual PBA Lakewood 
Storm Southwest Super Regional, presented by New American Funding, at Holiday Lanes in Lakewood, 

Colo., on Sunday. 
  

Schissler, a PBA member since 1988, thrilled his hometown fans with a 300 -215 victory over Simonsen to 

complete a challenging climb to his first title in standard PBA regional competition. The 53 -year-old 
Schissler won his only previous PBA title last October in a PBA50 regional in Junction City, Kan.. His first 

title in standard regional competition included a $5,000 prize.  

  

After qualifying in 12th place, Schissler defeated amateur Michael Smith  from Centennial, Colo., 2-0, in 
a best-of-three-game Round of 16 match. In the Round of 12, he escaped with a 2-0 victory over 

Canadaôs Francois Lavoie , PBAôs 2016 Rookie of the Year. In the Round of 8, Schissler put away 2016 

PBA Player of the Year E.J. Tackett  of Huntington, Ind., 2 -0, which moved him into the semifinal round 
where he eliminated Micha el Steele  of Abilene, Texas, 215-180. 

  
Simonsen, who turned 21 in January, earned his berth in the title match by eliminating  Anthony 

Coats  of Pflugerville, Texas, 2-1, in the Round of 8, and defeating PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke  of 

Clermont, Fla., 218-180, in his semifinal match. 
  

ƀ Josh Blanchard  of Mesa, Ariz., defeated Darren Tang  of San Francisco, 242-208, to win the PBA 
West Regionôs Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Championship at Gold Country Lanes in Sutter Creek, 

Calif., on Sunday for his ninth PBA Regional title and a $2,300 first prize.  

  
In the semifinal round, Blanchard eliminated  Michael Haugen Jr.  of Phoenix, 269-246, and Tang 

defeated PJ Haggerty  of Roseville, Calif., 267-229, to set up the championship match.  

  

ƀ Behind a 12-0 match play record, Harry Sullins  of Chesterfield Twp., Mich. defeated Dean Billings  of 
Rootstown, Ohio by 87 pins to win the PBA50 Strike Zone Lanes Central Classic presented by Brunswick 

at Strike Zone Lanes in Canton, Ohio, Sunday, to pick up a $1,500 first prize and his 22nd career PBA50 

Regional title. 
  

ƀ The March 9-11 PBA Regional weekend calendar includes the PBA50 Fayetteville South Open at 
Lafayette Lanes in Fayetteville, N.C.; the Colorado Springs Southwest Super Regional at Harmony Bowl in 

Colorado Springs, Colo., and the Sands Regency tripleheader including the West/Northwest Winter 

Challenge presented by Hammer, West/Northwest Winter Classic presented by Ebonite and the PBA50 
Winter Classic presented by Track ï all at the National Bowling Stadium in Reno. 

  
ƀ A busy weekend is on tap for PBA Regional competitors over the March 16-18 weekend when the 

schedule includes the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau Central/East Open presented by Radical at Bell-
Wick Bowl in Hubbard, Ohio; the PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open in Virden, Ill.; the Jacôs 
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Lanes Valdosta South Open in Valdosta, Ga., and the Odessa Southwest Open at Astro Bowl in Odessa, 
Texas. 

  
ƀ PBAôs March 23-25 regional tournament schedule includes the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open in Elmira, N.Y.; 

the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill.. and the 

Caveman Bowl Northwest/West Open presented by DV8 in Grants Pass, Ore. 
  

ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 
non-title winners over the  March 30-April 1 weekend in Houston, Texas. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
new PBA app). 

  
 

 
World Bow ling, PBA Announce 2018 World Bowling Tour Schedule  

Nine-event schedule begins March 10-18 with Brunswick Euro Challenge in Munich 
  

CHICAGO (March 9, 2018) ï World Bowling, the international governing body for tenpin bowling, and 
the Professional Bowlers Association have announced a nine-tournament PBA International-World Bowling 

Tour schedule for 2018, beginning March 10-18 when Englandôs Dom Barrett will try to defend his title in 
the Brunswick Euro Challenge at Dream-Bowl Palace in Munich, Germany. 

  

The PBA International-WBT schedule awards PBA Tour titles if the winner is a PBA member and, if a 
woman, she does not accept ñhandicap pinsò as part of her score. The PBA-WBT series awards points 

which are used to qualify players for the  end-of-season WBT Menôs and Womenôs Finals. 

  

The Brunswick Euro Challenge also could play a role in the 2018 PBA Tour Finals set for early May in 

Allen Park, Mich. Composite PBA and WBT earnings for 2016 through the PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout 
at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine, April 17-18, will determine the eight players who will compete at 

Thunderbowl Lanes in May. 
  

The 2018 schedule includes the United States Bowling Congress Masters and Queens, and the Busan Cup 

in South Korea and the Storm PBA/PWBA Striking Against Breast Cancer Mixed Doubles, both new to the 
PBA-WBT schedule. Returning are the Storm Lucky Larsen Masters in Malmo, Sweden; the WBT Thailand 

in Bangkok, and the PBA World Championship which will be part of PBA World Series of Bowling X. 
Closing the WBT schedule will be the World Bowling Menôs World Championships in Hong Kong, which is 

open only to players representing World Bowling member federations.  
  

Additional tournaments that comply with World Bowling and PBA International rules are under 

consideration and may be added to the schedule. 
  

2018 PBA INTERNATIONAL -WORLD BOWLING TOUR SCHEDULE  

(Events designated as PBA -WBT tournaments will award a PBA Tour title if the winner is a 
PBA member and does not accept handicap pins)  

March 10-18 ï PBA-WBT Brunswick Euro Challenge, Dream-Bowl Palace, Munich, Germany 
April 8-15 ï USBC Masters, Oncenter Convention Center, Syracuse, N.Y. (PBA-WBT event) 

May 20-26 ï PBA-WBT Busan Cup, Rainbow Square Bowling Center, Busan, Korea 
July 26-29 ï Storm PBA/PWBA Striking Against Breast Cancer Mixed Doubles, Copperfield Bowl, Houston, 

Texas (PBA title to male partner, PWBA title to female partner if a member of his/her respective 
organization) 

http://pba.com/
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Aug. 25-Sept. 9 ï PBA-WBT Storm Lucky Larsen Masters, Baltiska Bowlinghallen, Malmo, Sweden 

Sept. 22-28 ï PBA-WBT Thailand, Blu-O Rhythm and Bowl Siam Paragon, Bangkok, Thailand 

Oct. 24-31 ï U.S. Open, Northrock Lanes, Wichita, Kan. (PBA-WBT event, tentative)  

November/December ï PBA World Championship, tba (PBA-WBT event, tentative)  

Nov. 24-Dec. 5 ï World Bowling Menôs World Championships, SCAA Bowling Centre, Hong Kong 

  
 

 
 

Walter Ray Williams Jr. Successfully Defends in Fayetteville for 106th Title  

  
Fayetteville, N.C. (March 11, 2018)  ï PBA Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams Jr. of Oxford, Fla., 

defeated fellow Hall Of Famer Tom Baker of King, N.C., 279-157, to win  his 106th Professional Bowlers 
Association title in the PBA50 Fayetteville  Southern Open at LaFayette Lanes Sunday. 

  
Williams, who was defending his 2017 title, won easily after  Baker started his game with a pocket 7-10 

split and could never recover. Williams earned $1,600 prize while Baker earned $1,000 as the runner-up. 

  
Williamsô PBA titles include a composite total of PBA Tour, PBA Regional, PBA50 Tour and PBA50 Regional 

victories. 
  

In the semifinal round, Williams eliminated Mike Hastings of Millsboro, Del., 246 -178, while Baker took 

out Scott Thomsen of Sumter, S.C., 232-192. 
  

The PBA South Regionôs next tournament will be the PBA Jacôs Lanes Valdosta South Open March 16-18. 
  

FAYETTEVILLE SOUTHERN OPEN  

LaFayette Lanes, Fayetteville, N.C.,  Sunday  

  

Championship:  

Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla. ($1,600), def. Tom Baker, King, N.C. ($1,000), 279-157. 

  
Semifinal Round (losers earned $800):  

T. Baker def. Scott Thomsen, Sumter, S.C., 232-192. 

Williams def. Mike Hastings, Millsboro, Del., 246-178. 
  

Round of 8 (three games total pinfall, losers eliminated and earned $650 each):  

Hastings def. Mac Sanders, Taylors, S.C., 730-618. 

Thomsen def. Joe Scarborough, Charlotte, N.C., 613-576. 

Williams def. Stoney Baker, Canton, Ga., 683-614. 
T. Baker def. Gary Faulkner, Norfolk, Va., 728-686. 

  
Round of 12 (three games total pinfall, losers eliminated and earned $550 each):  

S. Baker def. Lee Brosius, Ashburn, Va., 691-608. 
Hastings def. Dave Kneas, Annapolis, Va., 602-532. 

Thomsen def. Mike Byers, Charleston, S.C., 574-475. 

Faulkner def. Scott Fiorillo, Alexandria, Va., 560-517. 
  

Round of 16 (three games total pi nfall, losers eliminated and earned $500 each):  

Fiorillo def. J.D. Wilson, Lexington, S.C., 691-633. 

Thomsen def. Jeff Bellinger, Columbia, S.C., 633-616. 

Kneas def. Mike Craig, Westerville, Ohio, 697-638. 
Brosius def. Tommy Martin, Millington, Tenn., 581-579. 



  
300 Game: Stoney Baker 
  

Francois Lavoie Wins PBA Colorado Southw est Super Regional Open  

  

Colorado Springs, Colo., (March 13, 2018)  ï Former PBA and PBA Southwest Region Rookie of the 

Year Francois Lavoie, a Canadian citizen now living in Wichita, Kan., defeated former PBA member 
Frankie Guccione of Castle Rock, Colo., 255-244, to win the $5,000 first prize in the fourth annual PBA 

Colorado Springs Southwest Super Regional Open at Harmony Lanes Sunday. 
  

After staying close through nine fra mes, Lavoie needed two strikes in the 10th frame to clinch the victory. 
He struck on the first shot, but failed on his second, giving Guccione a chance to win his first PBA 

tournament. Needing 20 pins in his 10 th frame, Guccione left a 7 pin on his first s hot and then shocked 

the crowd as his spare attempt slipped into channel, allowin g Lavoie to claim his fifth PBA Regional 
victory. 

  
Lavoie qualified seventh, earning a bye into the best-of-three-game Round of 12 elimination matches 

where he defeated amateur Jeffrey Carter of Westminster, Colo., 2-0; No. 2 qualifier Sean Lavery-Spahr 

of Pasadena, Texas, 2-0, and PBA50 Tour champion Mike Dias of Lafayette, Colo., 214-210, in the 
semifinal round. Guccione qualified eighth, also earning a bye before defeating collegiate amateur Nick 

Burgess of Jersey Village, Texas, 2-0. Guccione then upset tournament leader Devin Bidwell of Wichita, 2 -
1, to advance to the semifinal round where he eliminated Ronald Johnson III of Durango, Colo., 210 -182. 

  
Guccione earned $2,700 for second place. Johnson and Dias each earned $1,500 as semifinal round 

losers. 
  

The PBA Southwest Regionôs next event is the PBA Odessa Southwest Open at Astro Bowl in Odessa, 

Texas, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 16-18. 
  

PBA COLORADO SPRINGS SOU THWEST SUPER REGIONAL OPEN  

Harmony Lanes, Colorado Springs, Colo.,  Sunday  

  

Champ ionship:  

Francois Lavoie, Canada, ($5,000) def. n-Frankie Guccione, Castle Rock, Colo. ($2,700), 255-244. 

  
Semifinal Round (losers earned $1,500):  

Lavoie def. Mike Dias, Lafayette, Colo., 214-210. 

n-Guccione def. Ronald Johnson III, Durango, Colo.., 200-182. 
  

Round of 8 (best of three games, losers earned $1,000 each):  

Lavoie def. Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 2-0. 

Dias def. Roger Petrin, Wichita, Kan., 2-0. 

Johnson III def. n -Robert Worrall, Colo. Springs, Colo., 2-1 . 
n-Guccione def. Devin Bidwell, Wichita, Kan. 2-1. 

                                   

Round of 12 (best of three games, losers earned $825):  

Lavoie def. n-Jeffrey Carter, Westminster, Colo., 2-0. 
n-Guccione def. n-Nick Burgess, Jersey Village, Texas 2-0. 

Petrin def. Kyle Sherman, OôFallon, Mo., 2-0. 

Johnson III def. Mitch Hupe, Canada, 2-0. 
  

Round of 16  (best of three.   Losers, earned $700)  
n-Burgess def. Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 2-1. 



Johnson III def. Ricky Schissler, Brighton, Colo., 2-0. 
Carter def. n-Derek Kozlak, Colorado Springs, Colo., 2-0. 

Petrin def. Beau Peterson, Newton, Kan., 2-1. 
  

n-denotes non-member 
  
300 game: Sean Lavery-Spahr 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
CONTACT 

Gary Mage | PBA West/Northwest Region Director |  

Phone: 360-600-1229 | e -mail: gary.mage@pba.com |  
 

Haynes, Horan and Boyle Win PBA Sands Regency Winter Classic Titles  
 

Reno, Nev. (March 11, 2018)  ï David Haynes of Las Vegas posted an 8-4 match play record and a 
20-game total of 4,653 pins Sunday to win his 8th c areer PBA Regional title in the PBA Sands Regency 

West/Northwest Winter Classic Open presented by Storm.  

 
Haynes, who earned $2,000, defeated PJ Haggerty of Roseville, Calif., by three pins at the National 

Bowling Stadium.  
 

In Sundayôs companion PBA50 Open, Dennis Horan Jr. of Oakley, Calif., went 6-3-1 in match play and 

knocked down 4,270 total pins in his PBA50 debut to defeat Ron Mohr of Las Vegas by 123 pins. Mohr 
had 4,147 pins for his 18 games, including match play bonus pins. In addition to his fir st PBA50 title, 

Horan earned $1,500 while Mohr received $1,000 
 

Leading into the weekend, Scott Boyle of Salida, Calif., defeated David Allen of Las Vegas, 299-202, to 

win Fridayôs PBA Sands Regency Winter Challenge presented by Storm along with the $1,500 first prize 
and his first PBA Regional title. 

 
PBA Challenge tournaments are open to players who have never won a PBA title.  

 
In the semifinal round, Boyle defeated Matt McGill of Grants Pass, Ore., 254-218, and Allen defeated 

Mark DelCerro of Hayward, Calif., 277-179, to set up the championship match.  

 
PBA SANDS REGENCY WINTER CLASSIC  

presented by Storm  
National Bowling Stadium, Reno, Nev., Sunday  

 

Final Match Play Standings (after 20 games, including match play bonus pins):  
1, David Haynes, Las Vegas, 8-4, 4,893, $2,000. 2, PJ Haggerty, Roseville, Calif., 7-5, 4,890, $1,200. 3, 

Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 8-4, 4,830, $1,000. 4, Jake Peters, Henderson, Nev., 8-4, 4,686, $900. 5, 
Lanndyn Carnate, Modesto, Calif., 6-6, 4,603, $800. 6, Myles Duty, Modesto, Calif., 5-7, 4,552, $700. 7, 

Joe Goldstein Jr., San Bruno, Calif., 8-4, 4,546, $625. 8, Matt McGill, Grants Pass, Ore., 6-6, 4,541, $600. 
9, Adam Wilson, Reno, Nev., 5-7, 4,427, $575. 10, Scott Boyle, Salida, Calif., 5-7, 4,393, $550. 11, Mark 

DelCerro, Hayward, Calif., 4-8, 4,304, $525. 12, Amber Vega, Orangevale, Calif., 2-10, 4,049, $500.  

 
PBA50 SANDS REGENCY WINTER CLASSIC  

presented by Storm  
National Bowling Stadium, Reno, Nev., Sunday  

 

Final Match Play Standings (after 18  games, including match play  bonus pins):  
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1, Dennis Horan Jr., Oakley, Calif., 6-3-1, 4,270, $1,500. 2, Ron Mohr, Las Vegas, 5-5, 4,147, $1,000. 3, 
n-Gerald Vertigan, Yorba Linda, Calif., 5-5, 4,104, $700. 4, Wayne Garber, Modesto, Calif., 6-4, 4,093, 

$650. 5, Dave Dayton, Reno, Nev., 5-4-1, 4,087, $625. 6, Mark Mazzulla, Brentwood, Calif., 6-4, 4,055, 
$600. 7, Rory Peterson, Sacramento. Calif., 3-7, 4,038, $575. 8, Darren Peters, Temecula, Calif., 6-4, 

4,032, $550. 9, Edward Silva, Manteca, Calif., 5-5, 3,976, $525. 10, John Perry, Oak Park, Calif., 2-8, 

3,597, $500. 
 

PBA SANDS REGENCY WINTER CHALLENGE  
presented by Storm  

National Bowling Stadium, Reno, Nev., Friday  
 

Championship: Scott Boyle of Salida, Calif., ($1,500) def. David Allen, Las Vegas, ($1,100) 232-218 

 
Semifinal Round (l osers earned $800):  

Boyle def. Matt McGill, Grants Pass, Ore., 254-218. 
Allen def. Mark DelCerro, Hayward, Calif., 277-179 

 

Round of 8 (best of five games, losers eliminated and earned $550 each):  
Boyle def. n -Warren Crawford, McKinleyville, Calif., 3 -0.  

Allen def. n -Tim Ursillo, Spring Valley, Calif., 3 -2.  
McGill def. Skip Pavone, San Jose, Calif., 3 -2.  

DelCerro def. n -Nicholas Duplan, Citrus Heights, Calif., 3 -0.  
 

n-denotes non member 

 
 
 

  
 

 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

BUSY MONTH OF LIVE XTRA FRAME COVERAGE ON TAP IN APRIL  

PBAôs online bowling channel, Xtra Frame, returns in April with a full schedule of programming including 
preliminary rounds of the USBC Masters, a PBA Xtra Frame Tour event in Maine, the first three PBA50 

Tour events of 2018 and the 2018 seasonôs first PWBA events. 
  

The April schedule, available for the monthly Xtra Frame subscription rate of $7.99, includes the 

following. Three-day and full season subscription plans are also available. To enroll as an Xtra Frame 
viewer, visit xtraframe.tv :  

  
ƀ April 10-14 - USBC Masters qualifying and elimination match play rounds, The Oncenter Convention 

Center, Syracuse, N.Y. (defending champion: Jason Belmonte ).  
ƀ April 16-18 - Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout, Bayside Bowl, Portland, 

Maine (defending champion: Ryan Ciminelli) . 

ƀ April 20 ï Oceanview at Falmouth PBA League Team seeding tournament, Bayside Bowl, Portland, 
Maine. 

ƀ April 22-23 - PBA50 Florida Open, Lane Glo Bowl, New Port Richey, Fla. (defending champion: Brian 
LeClair)  

ƀ April 25-28 - PBA50 UnitedHealthcare National Championship presented by Spanish Springs Lanes & 

Radical, Spanish Springs Lanes, The Villages, Fla. (defending champion: Lennie Boresch Jr. ) 
ƀ April 27-28 - PWBA Las Vegas Open, South Point Bowling Plaza, Las Vegas (new event). 

http://xtraframe.tv/


ƀ April 30-May 2 - PBA50 Mooresville Ford Open presented by Columbia 300, George Pappas Victory 
Lanes, Mooresville, N.C. (defending champion: Norm Duke ).  

  
BRUNSWICK EURO CHALLENGE FINALS SET FOR  SUNDAY  

The finals of the Brunswick Euro Challenge, a PBA International-World Bowling Tour event, will be live 

streamed Sunday from Dream-Bowl Palace in Munich, Germany, by StreamForce4Bowling 
(https://www.youtube.com/use r/StreamForce4Bowling). 

  
Sundayôs finals begin at 3:30 a.m.  Eastern. In Step One, qualifiers 13 through 64 will bowl six games with 

the top 16 advancing to Step Two along with qualifiers 1 -12 for another six-game round, beginning 
at 6:15 a.m.  The top eight from Step Two will move on to Step Three, an eight -game round-robin match 

play round with 30 bonus pins to match winners, at  8:45 a.m.  Step Four, based on combined pinfall 

totals from Step Two and Three, will produce three players for the championship r ound beginning 
at 11:45 a.m. The No. 3 qualifier will bowl one game against No. 2. The winner takes on the top qualifier 

in the one-game title match.  

  

First prize will be roughly $14,150 plus a PBA Tour title if the winner is a PBA member (women who 

accept handicap pins are not eligible for a PBA title). Englandôs Dom Barrett  is defending champion. 
  

PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 51 THRU 55  

The countdown to unveil the complete list of the PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 

history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on all PBA Network outlets. The top 10 moments 
were announced on PBAôs ESPN telecast of the Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary Classic. Last week, 

ñmemorable momentsò 55 through 51 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown 

continues: 
  

51) Prior to the 1974 PBA Midas Open finals, a lane breakdown forced the PBA to use lanes from 
non-adjoining pairs for the finals. In the second game,  Jim Stefanich  threw the PBAôs third 

perfect game on TV, the first and only time that feat occurred.  Dick Ritger won the title, but 

Stefanich won a $10,000 bonus plus a new Lincoln-Mercury Cougar. 
52) At age 57, John Handegard  defeated Mark Williams , 278-247, to win the 1995 PBA 

Northwest Classic in Kennewick, Wash., becoming the oldest player to win a PBA Tour title.  
53) Michael Haugen Jr.  overcame a 53-pin deficit through six frames to win the 2008 PBA 

Tournament of Champions, 215-214, over Chris Barnes  at Red Rock Lanes in Las Vegas. 

Haugenôs five-strike rally forced Barnes to get 20 pins in the 10th to force a tie.   After converting 
a spare, Barnes left the 4 pin on his last shot.  

54) In 1962,  Don Carte r  won four titles, earned $49,972 in prize money and recorded an 
incredible 18 top-five finishes. 

55) Mi ke Durbin  became the first bowler to win the Firestone PBA Tournament of Champions 
three times when he defeated Mike Aulby , 246-163, at Riviera Lanes in Fairlawn, Ohio. Durbin, 

who also won the event in 1972 and 1982, was inducted into the PBA Hall of Fame earlier that 

week. 
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subscribe to the 

PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour), and on the 

web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorabl eMoments. 
  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: WALTER RAY BOOST TITLES TOTAL TO 106  

PBA Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams Jr.  (featured photo) o f Oxford, Fla., defeated fellow Hall Of 

Famer Tom Baker  of King, N.C., 279-157, to win  his 106th PBA title in the PBA50 Fayetteville  Southern 
Open at LaFayette Lanes in Fayetteville, N.C., Sunday. 
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Williams, who was defending his 2017 title, won easily a fter Baker started his game with a pocket 7 -10 
split and could never recover. Williams earned $1,600. 

  
Williamsô PBA titles include a composite total of PBA Tour (47), PBA Regional (32), PBA50 Tour (11) and 

PBA50 Regional (16) victories. 

  
In the semifina l round, Williams eliminated Mike Hastings  of Millsboro, Del., 246-178, while Baker took 

out Scott Thomsen  of Sumter, S.C., 232-192. 
  

ƀ David Haynes  of Las Vegas posted an 8-4 match play record and a 20-game total of 4,653 
pins Sunday to win his 12th care er PBA Regional title in the PBA Sands Regency West/Northwest Winter 

Classic Open presented by Storm. 

  
Haynes, who earned $2,000, defeated PJ Haggerty  of Roseville, Calif., by three pins at the National 

Bowling Stadium. 
  

In Sundayôs companion PBA50 Open, Dennis Horan Jr.  of Oakley, Calif., went 6-3-1 in match play and 

knocked down 4,270 total pins in his PBA50 debut to defeat Ron Mohr  of Las Vegas by 123 pins. Mohr 
had 4,147 pins for his 18 games, including match play bonus pins. In addition to his f irst PBA50 title, 

Horan earned $1,500 while Mohr received $1,000 

  

Leading into the weekend, Scott Boyle  of Salida, Calif., was almost perfect in defeating  David Allen  of 
Las Vegas, 299-202, to win  Fridayôs PBA Sands Regency Winter Challenge presented by Storm along with 

the $1,500 first prize and his first PBA Regional title. 

  
PBA Challenge tournaments are open to players who have never won a PBA title. 

  
In the semifinal round, Boyle defeated  Matt McGill  of Grants Pass, Ore., 254-218, and Allen 

defeated Mark DelCerro  of Hayward, Calif., 277-179, to set up the championship match.  

  
ƀ Former PBA and PBA Southwest Region Rookie of the Year Francois Lavoie , a Canadian citizen now 

living in Wichita, Kan., defeated non-member Frankie Guccione  of Castle Rock, Colo., 255-244, to win 
the $5,000 first prize in the fourth annual PBA Colorado Springs Southwest Super Regional at Harmony 

Lanes in Colorado Springs Sunday. 

  
Needing two strikes in the 10th frame to clinch the victory, Lavoie struck on the first shot, but failed on 

his second, giving Guccione a chance to win his first PBA tournament. Needing 20 pins in his 10th frame, 
Guccione left a 7 pin on his first shot and then missed the spare, allowing Lavoie to claim his fifth PBA 

Regional victory. 
  

Lavoie qualified seventh, earning a bye into the best -of-three-game Round of 12 elimination matches 

where he defeated amateur Jeffrey Carter  of Westminster, Colo., 2-0; No. 2 qualifier  Sean Lavery -
Spahr  of Pasadena, Texas, 2-0, and PBA50 Tour champion Mike Dias of Lafayette, Colo., 214-210, in 

the semifinal round. Guccione also earned a bye before defeating collegiate amateur Nick Burgess  of 
Jersey Village, Texas, 2-0; tournament leader  Devin Bidwell  of Wichita, 2-1, and Ronald Johnson 

III  of Durango, Colo., 210-182, in his semifinal match. 

  
ƀ A busy weekend is on tap for PBA Regional competitors over the March 16-18 weekend when the 

schedule includes the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau Central/East Open presented by Radical at Bell-
Wick Bowl in Hubbard, Ohio; the PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open in Virden, Ill.; the Jacôs 

Lanes Valdosta South Open in Valdosta, Ga., and the Odessa Southwest Open at Astro Bowl in Odessa, 
Texas. 

  



ƀ PBAôs March 23-25 regional tournament schedule includes the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open in Elmira, N.Y.; 
the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill.. and the 

Caveman Bowl Northwest/West Open presented by DV8 in Grants Pass, Ore. 
  

ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 

non-title winners over the  March 30-April 1 weekend in Houston, Texas. 
  

ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 
tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
PBA app). 

  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ Upon further review, the PBA has discovered Patrick Allen  is tied with  Dennis Horan  and Jeff 

Richgels  for 10th place on the PBA Regional titles list, each with 30 wins.  
  

 
Swedenôs Jenny Wegner Wins Brunswick Euro Challenge 

Handicap pins thwart Anthony Simonsenôs 10th frame comeback 

  
MUNICH, Germany (March 18, 2018)  ï Thanks to the assistance of eight handicap pins awarded to 

all women bowlers in the tournament, Swedenôs Jenny Wegner won the PBA International -World Bowling 
Tour Brunswick Euro Challenge Sunday at Dream-Bowl Palace, thwarting a 10th frame comeback bid by 

tournament leader Anthony Simonsen. 

  
Simonsen, the top qualifier, quickly fell behind when Wegner, the 2016 Qubica AMF World Cup womenôs 

champion, started the title match with five strikes. But  the contest changed direction when the 23 -year-
old Swedish kindergarten teacher failed to convert the 1 -2-4-10 washout in the seven frame. She still had 

the match under control until she left  the 2-8 in both the ninth and 10th frames. Despite failing to 

convert the 1 -8 spare in her final frame, the eight handicap pins -per-game awarded to all women in the 
tournament allowed Wegner hold off Simonsen for the title.  

  
Simonsen, who had thrown only one strike on the right lane previously in the match, threw two  strikes 

before leaving the 10 pin on his final shot for an actual 213 -211 margin, but with her handicap pins, 
Wegner won by a 219-213 margin. 

  

Simonsen, a 21-year-old two-handed player from Austin, Texas, started the seven-game Step Three 
match play round with games of 300, 287 and 278 ï an 865 series ï to expand his lead and he 

comfortably maintained his position all the way to the championship match.  

  

In the first match of the three -player stepladder finals, Thailandôs Yannaphon Larpapharat dug himself 

into a 21-pin hole after failing to convert a pair of splits, and Wegner had a double and a turkey in a 
clean game for a 233-214 win to advance to the title match.  

  
Next on the Go Bowling! PBA Tourôs 2018 schedule will be the United States Bowling Congress 

Masters April 8-15 at the Oncenter Convention Center in Syracuse, N.Y., where defending champion 

Jason Belmonte of Australia will try for an unprecedented fifth Masters title, which al so would result in a 
PBA record-tying 10th major championship.  

  
PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel will live stream all qualifying and three -game double-elimination 

match play rounds of the Masters before the finals air live on ESPN on April 15 at 1 p.m. EDT. For Xtra 
Frame subscription information, visit xtraframe.tv . 

  

http://pba.com/
http://pba.com/
http://xtraframe.tv/


BRUNSWICK EURO CHALLENGE  

Dream -Bowl Palace, Munich, Germany,  Sunday  

  
Final Standings:  

1, w-Jenny Wegner, Sweden, $14,150. 

2, Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, $10,460. 
3, Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, $6,700. 

  
Stepladder Results:  

Match One ï Wegner def. Larpapharat, 233-214. Championship ï Wegner def. Simonsen, 219-213. 
  

Final Step 3 Standings (after 13 games, including 30 match play bonus pins for each match 

win; prize money is converted from Euros to U.S. dollars):  

1, Simonsen, 5-2, 3,408. 

2, w-Wegner, 6-1, 3,281. 
3, Larpapharat, 5-2, 3,271. 

4, Stuart Williams, England, 2-5, 3,217, $4,180. 

5, w-Siti Safiyah Amirah, Malaysia, 2-5, 3,210, $3,690. 
6, w-Cherie Tan, Singapore, 3-4, 3,150, $3,440. 

7, David Simard, Canada, 3-4, 3,119, $3,080. 
8, w-Mai Ginge Jensen, Denmark, 2-5, 3,107, $2,710. 

  
Step 2 Cashers (after six games):  

9, w-Daphne Tan, Singapore, 1,420, $2,340. 

10, Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., 1,410, $2,340. 
11, w-Shayna Ng, Singapore, 1,409, $2,340. 

12, w-Ghislaine Stigter-Van Der Tol, Netherlands, 1,408, $2,340. 
13, Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 1,395, $1,970. 

14, w-Bernice Lim, Singapore, 1,393, $1,970. 

15, w-Danielle McEwan, Stony Point, N.Y., 1,390, $1,970. 
16, Adrian Ang, Malaysia, 1,385, $1,970. 

17, Rafiq Ismail, Malaysia, 1,380, $1,720. 
18, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 1,372, $1,720. 

19, Kim Bolleby, Thailand, 1,371, $1,720. 

20, w-Anggie Ramirez Perea, 1,358, $1,720. 
21, w-Esther Cheah, Malaysia, 1,351, $1,600. 

22, Annop Arromsaranon, Thailand, 1,345, $1,600. 
23, Jaroslav Lorenc, Czechoslovakia, 1,343, $1,600. 

24, Emil Ågren, Sweden, $1,600. 
25, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas, 1,289, $1,480. 

26, Syafiq Ridhwan, Malaysia, 1,286, $1,480. 

27, Timmy Tan, Malaysia, 1,270, $1,480. 
28, w-Cajsa Wegner, Sweden, 1,243, $1,480. 

  
Step 1 Cashers (after six games):  

29 (tie), Darren Tang,  San Francisco, and Wicky Yeung, Hong Kong, 1,405, $1,350. 

31 (tie), w -Tannya Roumimper, Indonesia, and Hassan Alshaikh, Saudi Arabia, 1,401, $1,350. 
33, Jimmy Mortensen, Denmark, 1,400, $1,350. 

34, Patrick Weichert, Germany, 1,397, $1,350. 
35, Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 1,387,  $1,230. 

36, Francois Louw, South Africa, 1,370, $1,230. 
37, Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 1,367, $1,230. 

38 (tie), John Wells, England, and Niko Oksanen, Finland, 1,361, $1,230. 



40, Dom Barrett, England, 1,360, $1,230. 
41, Oliver Morig, Germany, 1,351, $1,230. 

42, Jamie McDermott, Jamie, Germany, 1,350, $1,230. 
43, w-Jazreel Tan, Singapore, 1,349, $1,230. 

44, Richie Teece, England, 1,347, $1,230. 

45, w-Sin Li Jane, Malaysia, 1,340, $1,107. 
45, Manuel Otalora, Colombia, 1,338, $1,107. 

46, Kimmo Lehtonen, Finland, 1,337, $1,107. 
48, w-Hui Fen New, Singapore, 1,336, $1,107. 

49, Raymond Teece, England, 1,335, $1,107. 
50, Nathan Ruest-Lajoie, Canada, 1,332, $1,107. 

51, Karl Wahlgren, Sweden, 1,316, $1,107. 

52, Markus Jansson, Sweden, 1,300, $1,107. 
53, Thomas Larsen, Denmark, 1,299, $1,107. 

54, Tobia Börding, Germany, 1,296, $1,107. 
55, w-Shalin Zulkifli, Malaysia, 1,284, $984. 

56, Rasmus Edvall, Sweden, 1,270, $984. 

57, Kwun Ho Lau, Hong Kong, 1,240, $984. 
58, Christoph Schurian, Germany, 1,231, $984. 

59, Christopher Sloan, Ireland, 1,228, $984. 
60, Timo Schroeder, Germany, 1,223, $984. 

61, Andres Juliusson, Israel, 1,221, $984. 
62, w-Birgit Pöppler, Germany, 1,216, $984. 

63, Surasak Manuwong, Thailand, 1,211, $984. 

64, Moued Saad Alqahtani, Saudi Arabia, 1,121, $984. 
  

wïdenotes woman (women received 8 handicap pins per game). 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Tom Adcock Wins PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open  

  
VIRDEN, Ill. (March 18, 2018)  ï Tom Adcock of Decatur, Ill., defeated Dean Mueller of Vernon Hills, 

Ill., 192 -177, to win the Professional Bowlers Association PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open 

at Showtime Lanes Sunday. 

  
Adcock, an amateur, collected his third PBA50 Regional win in the last three years at Showtime Lanes 

and earned $1,500. But because he isnôt a PBA member, he doesnôt receive credit for a PBA title. 

  
Adcock defeated Steve Jaros of Yorkville, Ill., 2-0, and Mueller edged Jeff Johnson of Freeport, Ill., 2 -1, in 

the best-of-three-game semifinal round to set up the championship match. Mueller earned $850 for 
second place. Jaros and Johnson each earned $600 as semifinal round losers. 

  
The Midwest Regionôs next event is the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty 

Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill., on March 23-24. 

  



PBA50 Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open  

Showtime Lanes, Virden, Ill., March 18,  Sunday  

  
Championship:  n-Tom Adcock, Decatur, Ill., ($1,500) def. Dean Mueller, Vernon  Hills, Ill., ($850), 192 -
177. 

  
Semifinal Round (best of three games, losers earned $600):  

n-Adcock def. Steve Jaros, Yorkville, Ill., 2 -0. 

Mueller def. Jeff Johnson, Freeport, Ill., 2 -1. 

  
Round of 8 (best of five games, losers eliminated and earned $450  each):  

n-Adcock def. n-John Marsala, Foley, Mo., 3-2. 

Mueller def. Brian Kretzer, Dayton, Ohio, 3-2. 
Jaros def. Steve Bergan, Belleville, Ill., 3-1. 

Johnson def. Mike Mineman, St Louis., 3-1. 

  
n-denotes non-member 

 
 

Chris Polizzi Wins First PBA Title in Jacôs Lanes Valdosta South Open 

  
VALDOSTA, Ga. (March 18, 2018)  ï Chris Polizzi of Spring Hill, Fla. wins his first Professional Bowlers 

Association title Sunday, defeating PBA Tour titlist Tom Daugherty of Riverview, Fla., 235-212, to win the 
Second Annual PBA Jacôs Lanes Valdosta South Open at Jacôs Lanes. 

  

Daugherty, who qualified in the number one position for the st epladder finals with a 17-game pinfall of 
4,108, led the event by more than 300 pins over Brandon Curtis of Manson, N.C., who finished wi th a 

3,801 total.   
  

In first stepladder match, Polizzi defeated four -time PBA Tour champion Dick Allen of Columbia, S.C., 
243-184, and he then eliminated Curtis, 198-180, in the semifinal match.  

                                                                                                                       

Polizzi earned $2,500 while Daugherty pocketed $1,300 for second, Curtis earned $1,100 for third and 
Allen took home $1,000 for his fourth -place finish. 

  
The PBA South Regionôs next event will be the PBA50 Sarasota South Open April 18-20 at Sarasota Lanes 

in Sarasota, Fla.  

  
PBA JACôS LANES VALDOSTA SOUTH OPEN 

Jacôs Lanes, Valdosta, Ga., Sunday  

  

Final Standings:  

1, Chris Polizzi, Spring Hill, Fla., $2,500. 
2, Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., $1,300. 

3, Brandon Curtis, Manson, N.C., $1,100. 
4, Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., $1,000. 

  
Stepladder Results:  

Match One ï Polizzi def. Allen, 243-184. 

Semifinal ï Polizzi def. Manson, 198-180. 
Championship ï Polizzi def. Daugherty, 235-212. 

  
Final Qualifying S tandings (after 17 games, top 4 advanced to stepladder finals):  



1, Daugherty, 4,1080.  
2, Manson, 3,801. 

3, Allen, 3,705.  
4, Polizzi, 3,702. 

5, Chris Arcaro, Carolina Beach, N.C., 3,643, $800. 

6, n-Kristijonas Sergejevas, Lake Wales, Fla., 3,607, $675. 
7, Sean Wilcox, Altamonte Springs, Fla., 3,555, $625. 

8, Jason Zook, Tampa, Fla., 3,529, $600. 
  

Round of 16 C ashers (eliminated after 15 games):  

9, David Maycock, Bermuda, 3,146, $575. 

10, Mike Vitalone, Lake Worth, Fla., 3,140, $550. 

11, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., 3,080, $525.  
12, Kristen Rogers, Salisbury, N.C., 3,021, $520. 

13, Zach Seals, Kingsland, Ga., 3,019, $515. 
14. Andrew Colon, Zephyrhills, Fla., 2,995, $510. 

15, Stoney Baker, Canton, Ga., 2,994, $505. 

16, Daniel Ober, Tampa, Fla., 2,960, $500. 
  

Round of 24 Cashers (eliminated after 12 games):  

17, Anthony Caso, Spring Hill, Fla., 2,428, $435. 

18, Randy Weiss, Columbia, S.C., 2,412, $430. 
19, Dave Han, Birmingham, Ala., 2,404, $425. 

20, Dale Coleman, High Springs, Fla., 2,394, $420. 

21, Jeff Evans, Supply, N.C., 2,391, $412.50. 
21. Cristian Azcona, Puerto Rico, 2,391, $412.50. 

23, Charles Clifford Jr., Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., 2,385, $405. 
24, Cody Mullis, Crystal River, Fla., 2,377, $400. 

  

n-denotes non-member. 
  

 

 
 

PBA AND FOX SPORTS ANNOUNCE MULTI-YEAR, MULTI-PLATFORM 
RIGHTS DEAL 

Professional Bowling Returns to Broadcast TV in 2019 with 29 Shows Across 
FOX and FS1 

  
LOS ANGELES and CHICAGO ï The Professional Bowlers Association (PBA) and FOX Sports today 
announced a multi-year, multi-platform agreement making FOX Sports the new television partner for the Go 
Bowling! PBA Tour starting in 2019. The package will bring a substantial schedule of live PBA events to television, 
including prime time events and a new bracket-style, multi-week PBA Playoffs tournament that concludes with a 
unique PBA championship finale. The announcement was made by PBA CEO and Commissioner Tom Clark and 
William Wanger, FOX Sports EVP of Programming, Live Operations and Research. 
ñThe PBA has been searching for the best possible broadcast partner to serve our fans, players and the bowling 
industry, and we have determined that partner is FOX Sports,ò Clark said. ñWe are particularly excited that the 
PBA Tour returns to broadcast television, where it started 56 years ago, with shows on FOX next year.ò 
  
In 2019, FOX Sports will televise four PBA Tour shows on FOX and 25 on FS1 in a series of two-hour telecasts. 
All programs will also be streamed on FOX Sports GO. Details pertaining to the FOX Sports-PBA package 
regarding PBA Tour locations, dates and times, and the television announcing team will be released at a later 
date. 
  



ñFOX Sports is thrilled to add the highly rated PBA Tour to our extensive lineup, joining other sport partners 
including the NFL, the FIFA World Cup, MLB, NASCAR, MLS, UFC, NHRA, Supercross, USGA, college football 
and basketball, and others,ò said Wanger. ñWe believe that adding a FOX Sports look and feel to bowling will 
help bring the sport to a whole new level.ò 
  
The PBA was represented in the transaction by Ed Desser of Desser Sports Media (www.desser.tv).  
  
The agreement between FOX Sports and the PBA extends a non-stop television presence for professional 
bowling that began in 1962 with ABC Televisionôs 36 years of continuous coverage of the Pro Bowlers Tour and 
38 consecutive years of coverage on ESPN, beginning with ESPNôs formation in 1979. 
  
Both parties plan to supplement the broadcast and cable coverage of the PBA Tourôs premier events with live-
streaming of preliminary rounds by PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel as well as extensive use of the 
FOX Sports and PBA Network outlets including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and their respective 
websites. 

 

 
 

Anthony Lavery -Spahr Wins  Fifth PBA Regional Title in Odessa Southwest Open  

  

Odessa, Texas, (Mar ch 20, 2018)  ï Anthony Lavery-Spahr of Pasadena, Texas, opened the seventh 

annual PBA Odessa Southwest Open, presented by Brunswick, with games of 279, 300 and 279 ï an 858 
series ï to build a huge lead over twin brother Sean as he coasted to his fifth PBA Regional title and 

second in a row at Astro Bowl on Sunday. 

  
Anthony Lavery-Spahr held a 200-pin lead after the eight -game qualifying round and won five of his eight 

matches, tying another, in the modified round -robin finals to finish with 5,078 total pins, including match 
play bonus pins, to finish 240 pins ahead of his twin brother who also resides in Pasadena.  

  

Sean Lavery-Spahr finished second after a 223-202 win over Joe Findling of Mesquite, Texas, in the final 
position round match. Sean Lavery-Spahr finished with 4,838 pins, edging Adam Pogge of Austin, Texas, 

by four pins to collect the $1,650 second prize. Pogge earned $1,100 for third place.  

  

Also of note, 71-year-old amateur Phil Bailey from San Angelo, Texas, not only bowled in the event, but 
finished sixth against a field comprised mostly of players young enough to be his grandchildren.  

        

The PBA Southwest Regionôs next event is the PBA Houston Copperfield Southwest Challenge at 
Copperfield Bowl, March 30-April 1. Challenge event entries are limited to amateurs and PBA members 

who have never won a PBA event. The PBA Grand Casino/Hotel/Resort Southwest Open follows April 6-8, 
at FireLake Lanes in Shawnee, Okla. 

  

PBA ODESSA SOUTHWEST OPEN, presented by Brunswick  

Astro Bowl,  Odessa, Texas,  Sunday  

  
1, Anthony Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, Texas, 5-2-1, 5,078, $2,500. 2, Sean Lavery-Spahr, Pasadena, 

Texas, 4-4, 4,838, $1,650. 3, Adam Pogge, Austin, Texas, 5-3, 4,834, $1,100. 4, Michael Steele, Abilene, 
Texas, 7-1, 4,744, $950. 5, Joe Findling, Mesquite, Texas, 3-5, 4,743, $860. 6, n -Phil Bailey, San 

Angelo, Texas, 5-3, 4,639, $790. 7, Anthony Coats, Pflugerville, Texas, 5-3, 4,633, $740. 8, David 

Scardaville, Houston, Texas, 4-4, 4,583, $690.  
 

9, Mason Edmondson, Amarillo, Texas, 4-3-1, 4,569, $650. 10, Tyler Albracht, Amarillo, Texas, 4-4, 
4,521, $620. 11, Juan Garza, Lubbock, Texas, 3-5, 4,456, $600. 12, n -Jason Tidwell, Odessa, Texas, 3-5, 

4,432, $570. 12, Cody Meiers, Lubbock, Texas, 3-5, 4,432, $570. 14, n -Zach Wojciechowski, Lubbock, 

Texas, 1-7, 4,414, $540. 15, Mark Morgan, Killeen, Texas, 5-3, 4,394, $520. 16, n -Scotty Pope Jr., 
Odessa, Texas, 2-6, 4,057, $500.  

http://www.desser.tv/
https://maps.google.com/?q=Texas,+5-3&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=5-3&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Texas,+4-3&entry=gmail&source=g


  
300 game: Anthony Lavery-Spahr 

  
n-denotes non-member 

  
 
 

SUNDAY ON ESPN:   Mark Roth/Marshall Ho lman PBA Doubles Championship 
Presented by BowlerX.com at 2 p.m. ET  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio  (March 21, 2018)  ï Australiaôs Jason Belmonte and partner Bill OôNeill of 
Langhorne, Pa., will be the top qualifiers when the Go Bowling! PBA Tour returns to ESPN Sunday at 2 

p.m. EDT for the finals of the Mark Rot h/Marshall Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by 
BowlerX.com from Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. 

  
In the opening Baker format stepladder match, where each player on the team alternates frames, 

brothers Michael and Darren Tang of San Francisco will face off against Texans DJ Archer and Shawn 

Maldonado. 
  

The Tang brothers, who were collegiate standouts with San Jose State, will be looking for their first PBA 
Tour titles. Maldonado will also be trying for his fi rst tour win while Archer will be trying  for his third.  

  

The Tang brothers each made the USBC Masters stepladder finals in 2017 with Michael finishing second 
for his best tour finish and Darren finishing fourth. Darrenôs best tour finish was second in the 2016 PBA 

Cheetah Championship. 
  

The winner of the opening match will then take on Brandon Novak of Chillicothe, Ohio and Kris Prather of 

Plainfield, Ill., who are also looking for their first PBA Tour titles, in the second stepladder match.  Prather 
is coming off a fourth -place finish in the Barbasol PBA Players Championship and an eighth-place finish in 

the 60th Anniversary Classic. 
  

The match two winner will then meet 2016 PBA Player of the Year and nine-time tour winner EJ Tackett 
of Huntington, Ind., and four-time tour titlist Marshall Kent  of Yakima, Wash., in the semifinal match. 

Kent is coming off a second-place finish in the Go Bowling! 60th Anniversary Classic and third-place finish 

in the Players Championship. 
  

Belmonte, who will be trying for h is 17th Tour title, is coming off a four th-place finish in the Tournament 
of Champions and runner-up finish in the Players Championship. OôNeill, trying for his ninth tour title, 

finished sixth in both the Players Championship and 60th Anniversary Classic. Belmonte, the reigning 

four-time PBA Player of the Year, and OôNeill have made it into the Roth/Holman Doubles finals three 
previous times, finishing fourth on each occasion. 

  
The Doubles Championship finalists earned their spots in the stepladder finals through their combined 

qualifying scores and a separate 16-game Baker format qualifying round held in conjunction with the 
Players Championship. 

  

The Doubles Championship is named in honor of the PBA Hall of Famers who were three-time PBA 
doubles champions. Both will be on hand to present the championship trophies to the winners.  

  
 
 
 
 
 



PBA Spare Shots  

  

PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 46 THRU 50 

The countdown to unveil the complete list of the PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 

history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on all PBA Network outlets. Last week, ñmemorable 

momentsò 46 through 50 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown continues: 

  

46) In 1999, the PBA contested its first outdoor event, The New York City PBA Experience, on a 
two-lane installation in Manhattanôs Bryant Park. Eric Forkel  won. In another first, Milwaukeeôs 

Miller Park became the first major league stadium to host a PBA title event w hen Danny 

Wiseman  (featured photo ) won the 2004 USBC Masters. Madison Square Garden hosted several 
PBA events including three U.S. Opens and Joe Louis Arena in Detroit hosted the largest crowd in 

PBA History when 7,212 fans watched Dave Husted win the 1995 U.S. Open title. 
47) After qualif ying for the finals during the inaugural World Series of Bowling at Thunderbowl 

Lanes in Allen Park, Mich., Tom Smallwood  won the 2009 PBA World Championship in Wichita, 
Kan., defeating Wes Malott , 244-228. Smallwoodôs rags-to-riches story after being laid off from 

his job in the auto industry became a national news story during the nationôs economic 

downturn.  

48) The PBA Regional Tour was launched in 1969 with its inaugural event - the Regional Players 

Championship - at Kingpin Lanes in Cincinnati. Tom Hen nessey  topped a field of 12 regional 
players representing the PBAôs new six-region program. Since then, the PBA Regional program 

has awarded nearly 6,400 titles to more than 1,840 different bowlers.  

49) PBA Hall of Famer Nelson ñBoò Burton Jr. set a four-game TV record during the finals the 
1984 Angle Open at Dick Weber Lanes in Florissant, Mo., rolling games of 278, 279, 257 and 236 

for a 1,050 total to pick up his 17th title.  

50) In 1989, Venezuelaôs Amleto Monacelli  became the first foreign -born player to win the PBA 

Player of the Year award after winning four titles.  He won POY again in 1990 and became the 

first foreign player inducted into the PBA Hall of Fame in 1997.  
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subscribe to the 

PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter  (@pbatour), and on the 
web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments. 

  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE:  

ƀ Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J. defeated 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders  of Indianapolis, 

244-216, to claim his third consecutive PBA Trumbull County Tourism Bureau Central/East Open title 
presented by Radical at Bell-Wick Bowl in Hubbard, Ohio, Sunday. 

  

OôGrady, who won his first PBA Tour title in the PBA Tournament of Champions in Fairlawn, Ohio, in 
February, picked up his sixth PBA Regional title of his career and the $2,600 first prize. 

  
Frank Snodgrass  of Center Line, Mich., defeated John Fur ey  of Howell, N.J., 236-185, and Ryan 

Shafer  of Horseheads, N.Y., 256-237, before losing to OôGrady in the semifinal match stepladder, 269-
166. 

  

ƀ Anthony Lavery -Spahr  of Pasadena, Texas, opened the seventh annual PBA Odessa Southwest 
Open, presented by Brunswick, with games of 279, 300 and 279 ï an 858 series ï to build a huge lead 

over twin brother Sean as he coasted to his fifth PBA Regional title and second in a row at Astro Bowl in 
Odessa, Texas, Sunday. 

  

http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation
https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments


Anthony Lavery-Spahr held a 200-pin lead after qualifying and won five of his eight matches, tying 
another, to finish with 5,078 total pins, including bonus pins, to finish 240 pins ahead of his twin brother 

who also resides in Pasadena.  
  

Sean Lavery -Spahr  finished second after a 223-202 win over Joe Findling  of Mesquite, Texas, in their 

position round match, edging Adam Pogge  of Austin, Texas, who finished third.  

  

Also of note, 71-year-old amateur Phil Bailey  from San Angelo, Texas, not only bowled in the event, but 
finished sixth against a field comprised mostly of players young enough to be his grandchildren. 

  
ƀ Chris Polizzi  of Spring Hill, Fla., won his first PBA title Sunday, defeating PBA Tour titlist Tom 

Daugherty  of Riverview, Fla., 235-212, to win the second annual PBA Jacôs Lanes Valdosta South Open 

at Jacôs Lanes in Valdosta, Ga. 
  

Daugherty, the top qualifier with a 17 -game pinfall of 4,108, led no. 2 qualifier  Brandon Curtis  of 
Manson, N.C., by more than 300 pins.  In the first stepladder match, Polizzi defeated four -time PBA Tour 

champion Dick Allen  of Columbia, S.C., 243-184, and he then eliminated Curtis, 198-180, in the 

semifinal match. 
  

ƀ Tom Adcock  of Decatur, Ill., defeated  Dean Mueller  of Vernon Hills, Ill., 192 -177, to win the PBA50 
Showtime Lanes Midwest/Central Open at Showtime Lanes in Virden, Ill.,  Sunday. 

  
Adcock, an amateur, won his third PBA50 Regional in the last three years at Showtime Lanes and earned 

$1,500, but doesnôt receive credit for a PBA title because he isnôt a member. 

  
Adcock defeated Steve Jaros  of Yorkville, Ill., 2 -0, and Mueller edged Jeff Johnson  of Freeport, Ill., 2 -

1, in the best -of-three-game semifinal round. 
  

ƀ PBAôs March 23-25 regional tournament schedule includes the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open in Elmira, N.Y.; 

the PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill.. and the 
Caveman Bowl Northwest/West Open presented by DV8 in Grants Pass, Ore. 

  
ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 

non-title winners over the  March 30-April 1 weekend in Houston, Texas. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit  pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 
ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

PBA app). 
  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ A ñPro Bowlers Tourò retro t-shirt is the newest item available exclusively from the PBA Store 
(http://pba.firelakedesigns.com/ ) where PBA League fans also can find t-shirts and baseball caps specific 

to their favorite team ( http://pba.firelakedesigns.com/cate gories/apparel/league/), a line of PBA legends 
signature t-shirts, and more. Itôs full of great gift ideas for the PBA fan in your life with Motherôs and 

Fatherôs Days on the horizon. 

  
ƀ The PBA has learned that Art Pappa , an Akron, Ohio, native and PBA charter member, died in Las 

Vegas in mid-February. He was 92. 
  

ƀ USBC and the Bowling Proprietorsô Association of America have announced the 2019 U.S. Open will be 
held Oct. 23-30 at Victory Lanes in Mooresville, N.C. The finals will air on CBS Sports Network. 
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 Fourth Timeôs the Charm for Jason Belmonte & Bill OôNeill 

in Roth -Holman PBA Doubles Championship presented by BowlerX.com  

Champions defeat San Franciscoôs Tang brothers to end streak of three straight fourth -place finishes 
  

COLUMBUS, Ohio ï After fourth -place finishes as partners in three previous Mark Roth-Marshall Holman 
PBA Doubles Championships, Australiaôs Jason Belmonte and his ñbest mate,ò Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, 

Pa., finally won in their fourth try.  

  
With the tournamentôs namesake PBA Hall of Fame partners in the crowd for the finals of the event that 

was presented by BowlerX.com, Belmonte and OôNeill defeated brothers Darren and Michael Tang of San 
Francisco, 205-185, at Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl. The finals of the fourth event of the 2018 Go 

Bowling! PBA Tour season aired Sunday on ESPN. 

  
After a dominating performance in the preliminary qualifying rounds where they averaged a combined 

238.31 for 76 games, earning the top berth in the finals by 327 pins, Belmonte and OôNeill finished in 
convincing style. The win was the 17th of Belmonteôs career and the ninth for OôNeill. 

  

The championship came down to age-and-experience out-matching the youthful exuberance of third -year 
PBA member Darren Tang, 24, and his 22-year-old brother Michael, a PBA Tour rookie. OôNeill and 

Belmonte threw only four strikes in the title match ï including one double ï and converted six single-pin 
spares. It was enough to stave off the Tangs, wh o had won three consecutive matches to reach the title 

contest, but were unable to put together back -to-back strikes in the final match. And one missed 10 pin 
spare by Darren Tang in the eighth frame was a setback that proved costly.  

  

ñThe lanes transitioned in a way I didnôt see coming, but during the semifinal match you could see they 
werenôt right,ò OôNeill said. ñMarshall (Kent) isnôt going to bowl a game like he did very often. We decided 

weôd be content to hit the pocket and if (the pins) fell, they fell. We were hoping we could get it done 
with a 2-oh game, and fortunately thatôs what we did.ò 

  

ñIt wasnôt playing defense; it was more that we were playing safe,ò Belmonte said of the teamôs 
conservative approach. ñThe adjustment either one of us could have made to be more aggressive was a 

risk, so if (the Tangs) couldnôt show us they were going to put together a string of strikes, there was no 
reason to take that risk.  

  
ñWe bowled amazing all week,ò Belmonte continued. ñWinning was kind of getting the monkey off our 

back. Weôve been there three other times when we didnôt perform amazingly and today we didnôt have to 

perform amazingly, but we did exactly what we needed to do.ò 

  

In the alternate -frame format, where each teammate bowled five frames on on e lane, the Tang brothers 
came out of the gate on fire, putting together a string of six strikes early on their way to a 223 -203 win 

over Texans Shawn Maldonado and DJ Archer in game one. Splits and open frames in the final two 

frames by the Tangs were the only flaws that kept the score close in the end.  

  

In game two,  Brandon Novak of Chillicothe, Ohio, and Kris Prather of Plainfield, Ill., looked like they were 
going to eliminate the brother team when they put together a string of five early strikes. But the Tangs 

started with three strikes, converted two single -pin spares and combined for three strikes to take the see-

saw battle into the 10th frame where Michael Tang doubled and Prather, after a strike on his first ball, 
left a 10 pin on his second. The Tangs escaped with a 243-235 decision. 

  
The semifinal contest against two of the PBAôs top high-rev power players, Marshall Kent of Yakima, 

Wash., and EJ Tackett of Huntington, Ind., was a struggle for both teams as they quickly degraded an oil 
pattern tha t had already undergone the wear -and-tear of two earlier matches . Kent was especially 

vulnerable, throwing three consecutive splits he was unable to convert. Michael Tang also failed to 



convert a split, but otherwise the brothers left single pins they were  able to spare in posting a 172-151 
win to advance to the title match. 

  
PBA players now head to Syracuse, N.Y., where the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour continues with the 

United States Bowling Congress Masters. As defending champion, Belmonte is automatically seeded into 

the 64-player three-game total pinfall double-elimination match play finals field and will try for an 
unprecedented fifth Masters title. If successful, heôll also tie for the PBA record for major championships 

won with 10, joining the late Ear l Anthony and PBA Hall of Famer Pete Weber in that elite group.  
  

All qualifying and match play rounds of the USBC Masters in the Oncenter Convention Center in 
Syracuse, Tuesday, April 10 through Saturday, April 14, will be live streamed on PBAôs online bowling 

channel, Xtra Frame. To sign up, visit xtraframe.tv . The stepladder finals will air live on ESPN on Sunday, 

April 15, at 1 p.m. ET. 
  

MARK ROTH -MARSHALL HOLMAN PBA DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP  

presented by Bow lerX.com  

Wayne Webbôs Columbus Bowl, Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 20 -25 (aired on ESPN, March 25)  

  
Final Standings:  

1, Bill OôNeill, Langhorne, Pa./Jason Belmonte, Australia, $24,000. 
2, Darren Tang/Michael Tang, San Francisco, $12,000. 

3, EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind./Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., $10,000. 
4, Brandon Novak, Chillicothe, Ohio/Kris Prather, Plainfield, Ill., $9,000. 

5, Shawn Maldonado, Houston, Texas/DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, $8,000. 

  
Stepladder Results:  

Match One ï D. Tang/M. Tang def. Maldonado/Archer, 223-203. 
Match Two ï D. Tang/M. Tang def. Novak/Prather, 243-235. 

Semifinal Match ï D. Tang/M. Tang def. Tackett/Kent, 172 -151. 

Championship ï OôNeill/Belmonte def. D. Tang/M. Tang, 205-185. 
 

 

Mike Mineman Wins PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwe st/Central Open  

  
Carpentersville, Ill. (March  26 , 2018)  ï Mike Mineman of St. Louis, defeated Brian Kretzer of 

Dayton, Ohio, 212-196, to win the Professional Bowlers Association PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate 
Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes Saturday. 

  
Mineman earned $1,500 in winning his first regional title of the year and seventh of his career.  

  
Mineman defeated Walt Schaub of Schaumburg, Ill., 222-203 and Kretzer edged Jeff Johnson of Freeport, 

Ill., 196 -151, in the semifinal round to set up the ch ampionship match. 

  
Kretzer earned $850 for second place. Schaub and Johnson each earned $600 as semifinal round losers. 

  
The Midwest Regionôs next event is at Strike N Spare II in Lockport, Ill., on May 26. 

  
PBA50 Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central O pen  

Liber ty Lanes, Carpentersville, Ill., March 23,  Saturday  

  
Championship:  Mike Mineman, St. Louis, ($1,500) def. Brian Kretzer, Dayton, Ohio, ($850), 212-196. 

  

http://xtraframe.tv/


Semifinal Round (best game, losers earned $600):  

Mineman def. n-Walt Schaub, Schaumburg, Ill., 222-203. 

Kretzer def. Jeff Johnson, Freeport, Ill., 196-151. 

  
Round of 8 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $500 each):  

n-Schaub def. n-John Marsala, Foley, Mo., 2-0. 

Kretzer def. Dave Traber, Hebron, Ill., 2 -1. 
Johnson def. n-Jeffery Rampart, Kenosha, Wis., 2-1. 

Mineman def. Dale Traber, Cedarburg, Wis., 2-0. 
  

Round of 16 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $400 each):  

n-Schaub def. Curt Aemisegger, Wauconda, Ill., 2-0. 

n-Marsala def. Scott Merritt, Iowa City, Iowa, 2 -1. 

Mineman def. Scott Weber, LaSalle, Ill., 2-0. 
Traber def. Brad Sipes, Bloomington, Ill., 2-0. 

Traber def. John Dudak, Orland Park, Ill., 2-0. 
n-Rampart, def. Dennis Erckfritz, Cherry, Ill., 2 -0. 

Kretzer, def. Tom Carter, Columbus, Ohio, 2-1. 

Johnson, def. Lennie Boresch, Kenosha, Wis., 2-1. 
    n-denotes non-member 

  
 

Parker Bohn III Wins PBA50 Rossi Lanes Open for 28 th  Title  

  
Elmira, N.Y. (March 25, 2018)  ï PBA Hall of Famer Parker Bohn III of Jackson, N.J., 
defeated Rick Graham of Lancaster, Pa., 245-212, to win the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Eastern Open 
at Rossi Lanes Sunday.  
  
Bohn, who was just returning from bowling in Germany, qualified second, earning byes for two 
rounds. In  Sundayôs finals, he defeated defending champion David Kneas of Annapolis, Md., 2-
0, in the best -of-three-game Round of 8 before eliminating 2016 Rossi Lanes champ Brian 
Boghosian of Springfield, Mass., 202-163, in the semifinal round.  

  
Graham, who turned 50 last August, was the qualifying leader. He defeated Darryl Bower of 
Middletown, Pa., 2-0, in the Round of 8, and Don Herrington of Ballston Lake, N.Y., 200-198, in 
his semifinal round match. 
  
The win was worth $3,000 for Bohn, while Graham won $1,500 as the runner -up.  This was the 
second runner-up finish for Graham in the three PBA50 regionals he has competed in since 
turning 50.  

  
The next PBA East Region event is the PBA Bowlers Discount Pro Shop Open presented by 
Hammer hosted by AMF Towson Lanes in Towson, Md., April 13-15. 
  
PBA50 ROSSI LANES EASTERN OPEN  
Rossi Lanes, Elmira,  N.Y.,  Sunday  

  
Championship:  Parker Bohn III, Jackson, N.J. ($3,000) def. Rick Graham, Lancaster, Pa., 
($1,500), 245-212. 
  



Semifinal Round (losers earned $900):  

Bohn def. n-Brian Boghosian, Springfield, Mass., 202-163. 
Graham def., Don Herrington, Ballston Lake, N.Y. 200-198. 
  

Round of 8 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $700 each):  

Bohn def. David Kneas, Annapolis, Md., 2-0. 
Graham def. Darryl Bower, Middletown, Pa., 2-0. 
Boghosian def. Mike Healy, Yonkers, N.Y., 2-0. 
Herrington def. Sam Maccarone, Blackwood, N.J., 2-1. 
  

Round of 12 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $650 each):  

Bower def. Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 2-0. 
Maccarone def. Mike Hastings, Millsboro, Del., 2-1. 
Kneas def. Bill Neumann, Rensselaer, N.Y., 2-1. 
Boghosian def. Doug Kent, Newark, N.Y., 3-1. 
  
Round of 16 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $600 each):  

Bower def. John DiSantis, Wilmington, Del., 2-0. 
Maccarone def. Gary Bondarchuk, Langhorne, Pa., 2-0. 
Kneas def. Robert Boehm, Nutley, N.J., 2-0. 
Boghosian def. Conn Casey, Canada, 2-0. 
  
n-designates non-member 
  

 

PBA Spare Shots  

  
PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 41 THRU 45 

The countdown to unveil the complete list of the PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 
history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on all PBA Network outlets. Last week, ñmemorable 

momentsò 41 through 45 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown continues:  
  

41) With his 259-189 win over Chris Barnes  in the 2008 PBA World Championship, Norm 

Duke  became the first and only bowler to win three consecutive PBA major championships: 
Dennyôs World Championship (Indianapolis in February 2008), 65th Dennyôs U.S. Open (North 

Brunswick, N.J., in March 2008) and his second PBA World Championship (Wichita in October 
2008). 

42) The PBA launched its online streaming service, Xtra Frame, during the 2007 Lumber 

Liquidators Championship in Baltimore. The service promised fans a live ñMatch of the Week.ò 
Today, Xtra Frame features more than 1,200 hours of live bowling from the PBA Tour, PBA50 

Tour, PWBA Tour, PBA Xtra Frame Tour Series and select PBA Regional Tour and special events 
each year. Xtra Frame evolved from PBA's Strike Pass, a vision of the new PBA owners to bring 

bowling to the World Wide Web back in 2002.  

43) Liz Johnson  became the first woman to advance to a PBA Tour TV finals during the 2005 

PBA Banquet Open in Wyoming, Mich., defeating Wes Malott , 235-228, before losing 

to Tommy Jones , 219-192, in the championship match. 
44) In 1973  Don McCune  used chemicals to soften the surface of his bowling balls, creating 

hooking power no other player could match. Legal at the time, McCuneôs ingenuity led to a six-
title season, a tour-best $69,000 in earnings and PBA Player of the Year honorséand a bunch of 

new rules regulating altering bowling balls. The ultimate impact was a new era of bowling balls 

designed to create hooking power. 



45) Del Ballard Jr.  made history by winning $100,000, the richest first prize in PBA history , 
when he defeated Pete Weber , 247-209, in the 1987 Seagramôs Coolers U.S. Open at Narrows 

Plaza Bowl in Tacoma, Wash. 
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subscribe to the 
PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour), and on the 

web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments. 
  

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR CBS SPORTS NETWORK TAPINGS OF PBA TOUR FINALS  

Tickets are now available for the May 4 and May 5 CBS Sports Network tapings of the PBA Tour Finals at 

Thunderbowl Lanes in suburban Detroit. The PBA Tour Finals will feature the top eight players in PBA 

Tour earnings for the past two seasons. Round robin match play tapings on May 4 are at 5 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. ET. The semifinal and final rounds on May 5 will be taped at  noon, 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.  Tickets, 

which are $10, $20 and $30, may be purchased by visiting https://www.eventbrite.com/ e/pba-tour-finals-
tickets-42645582084. Tickets also will be available at the door.  

  

The USBC Masters (April 10-15) in Syracuse, N.Y., and the PBA Xtra Frame Port Property Management 
Maine Shootout at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine (April 16-18) are the final two events that will affect 

the combined earnings list. Going into those events, the top eight players are:  EJ 
Tackett  ($380,828), Jason  Belmonte  ($380,357), Jesper  Svensson  ($296,456), Dom  

Barrett  ($254,490), Anthony  Simonsen  ($236,834), Marshall  Kent  ($223,745), Tommy  
Jones  ($175,652) and, in the No. 8 position,  Sean  Rash  ($154,472).Tom Smallwood  is right behind 

Rash with a $153,057 total.  

  
The PBA Tour finals will air on five consecutive Tuesdays at 9:30 p.m. ET on CBS Sports Network 

beginning May 15. 
  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: PB3 WINS THIRD PBA50 REGIONAL TITLE  

PBA Hall of Famer Parker Bohn III  of Jackson, N.J., defeated Rick Graham  of Lancaster, Pa., 245-
212, to win the $3,000 first prize in the PBA50 Rossi Lanes Eastern Open at Rossi Lanes in Elmira, 

N.Y., Sunday. For Bohn it was his third career PBA50 Regional title to go along with 35 PBA Tour, 35 
standard PBA Regional and four PBA50 Tour titles. 

  

Bohn, who had just returned from bowling in the Brunswick Euro Challenge in Munich, Germany, qualifi ed 
second, earning byes for two rounds. In the finals, he defeated defending champion  David Kneas  of 

Annapolis, Md., 2-0, in the best -of-three-game Round of 8 before eliminating 2016 Rossi Lanes 
champ Brian Boghosian  of Springfield, Mass., 202-163, in the semifinal round. 

  
Graham, who turned 50 last August, was the qualifying leader. He defeated  Darryl Bower  of 

Middletown, Pa., 2-0, in the Round of 8, and  Don Herrington  of Ballston Lake, N.Y., 200-198, in his 

semifinal round match. 
  

ƀ Quebec native Ray Lussier  of San Jose, Calif., defeated Jakob Butturff  of Tempe, Ariz., 244-236, to 
win the PBA Northwest/West DV8 Open at Caveman Bowl in Grants Pass, Ore., Sunday for a $2,000 first 

prize and his first PBA Northwest/West Region title. 

  
Butturff defeated  Blaine Weninger  of Happy Valley, Ore., 228-206, in the semifinal match after 

defeating Warren Crawford  of McKinleyville, Calif., in the opening match, 279-217. 
  

ƀ Mike Mineman  of St. Louis defeated Brian Kretzer  of Dayton, Ohio, 212-196, to win the PBA50 
Monte Skeels Allstate Midwest/Central Open at Liberty Lanes in Carpentersville, Ill., Saturday. Mineman 

earned $1,500 along with his seventh overall PBA Regional title. 

http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation
https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pba-tour-finals-tickets-42645582084
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In the semifinal round, Mineman defeated  Walt Schaub  of Schaumburg, Ill., 222 -203, and Kretzer 
edged Jeff Johnson  of Freeport, Ill., 196 -151, to set up the championship match.  

  
ƀ Closing out the March PBA Regional schedule will be the Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge for 

non-title winners over Easter weekend in Houston, Texas. 

  
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 
ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 

PBA app). 
  

QUICK NOTES  

ƀ Listen to PBA CEO/Commissioner Tom Clark ôs interview with Herb FM Sports Radioôs Chris 
Heidel  regarding the PBAôs new television agreement with FOX Sports 

on https:// www.iheart.com/podcast/herbfm -sports-radio-28673959/ 
  

  

 
 

 
Jay Nephew Tops PBA Houston Southwest Challenge Field  

  

Houston, Texas, (April 3, 2018)  ï Houstonôs Jay Nephew won his last seven matches in the eight-
game modified round robin finals to pull awa y from the field and win his first Professional Bowlers 

Association title in the Houston Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge, presented by 900 Global, on 

Easter Sunday. 

  
Nephew, who finished second in last yearôs Copperfield event, had previously won a Challenge event as a 

non-member, but didnôt earn a PBA title because he was an amateur until 2015. Along with his title he 
earned the $2,000 winnerôs check. 
  

After qualifying fifth in the 13 -game qualifying portion of  the event, Nephew started the match pl ay finals 
with a loss in his first match, but won his next six matches to build a 24 -pin lead over amateur Jacob 

Heger from Spring, Texas, going into the final position round match where he defeated Heger, 247 -183, 
for the win. Heger maintained second place over former USBC Queens champion Maria Rodriguez, a 

Colombia native now living in Austin, Texas, who finished third.  

  
The PBA Southwest Regionôs next event is the PBA Grand Casino Hotel & Resort Open at FireLake Lanes 

in Shawnee, Okla., April 6-8. The PBA Junction City Southwest/Midwest Open follows May 5-7 at Junction 

City Bowl in Junction City, Kan. 
  

PBA COPPERFIELD BOWL HOUSTON SOUTHWEST CHALLENGE, presented by Global 900  

Copperfield Bowl, Houston, Texas,  Sunday  

  
Final Standings (after 21 games, inc luding match play bonus pins):  

1, Jay Nephew, Houston, Texas, 7-1, 4,637, $2,000. 2, n -Jacob Heger, Spring, Texas, 6-1-1, 4,519, 

$1,200. 3, w-Maria Rodriguez, Pflugerville, Texas, 5-3, 4,470, $950. 4, David Tullos, Spring, Texas, 6-1-1, 
4,461, $800. 5, John Burkett, Southlake, Texas, 5-2-1, 4,439, $750. 6, n -Terry Gelner, Jr., Cameron, TX, 

6-2, 4,425, $700. 7, n -Bob Hale, Louisville, Ky., 3-4-1, 4,406, $660. 8, n -Steve Wright, Cypress, Texas, 2-
6-0, 4,355, $640.  

 

9, Gabriel Yanes, Shertz, Texas, 5-3, 4,301, $620. 10, Adam Pogge, Austin, Texas, 3-5, 4,297, $600. 11, 

http://pba.com/
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n-Daniel Inocencio, College Station, Texas, 4-4, 4,218, $580. 12, n -J. Troy Boyd, Deer Park, Texas, 4-4, 
4,128, $560. 13, n -Sean Corbett, San Antonio, texas, 2-6-0, 4,091, $540. 14, n -Skylar Glanovsky, Fort 

Smith, Ark., 2-6, 4,082, $520. 15, Zakary Edgerton, Greenville, Texas, 2-6, 4,063, $510. 16, Vaughn 
Cruz, Helotes, Texas, 0-8, 4,043, $500.  

  

n-denotes non-member 
 

PBA Spare Shots  

  

JASON BELMONTE ESCAPES SERIOUS INJURY ON EVE OF USBC MASTERS  

Australiaôs Jason Belmonte , arguably the most successful bowler in USBC Masters history, may limp into 
Syracuse, N.Y., next week after escaping serious injury earlier this week while helping his grandmother 

move. 
  

Belmonte, in a Facebook post where he included a photo of his foot covered with colorful ice packs, said 
his father accidentally ran over his right (push away) foot with a one -ton trailer.  

  

ñItôs fine,ò the defending Masters champion reported. ñA little sore, but I can walk just fine. (I) was 
helping my grandmother move and my foot got in the way of the t railer. But no breaks. All good.ò  

  
In addition to trying to defend his 2017 Masters title, the Australian two -handed star also will be trying to 

win the Masters for a fifth time (heôs the only four-time winner), and if heôs successful, he will join the late 

Earl Anthony and Pete Weber as the third player in PBA history to win 10 major championships. 
  

Belmonte will bowl the q ualifying rounds beginning Tuesday, but because heôs automatically seeded into 
the 64-player double-elimination match play field, hi s real competition will begin  next Friday. All qualifying 

and three-day match play elimination rounds of the Masters will be  covered live, exclusively by PBAôs Xtra 

Frame online video streaming channel. 
  

PBAôS XTRA FRAME COVERAGE OFFERS HOURS OF EXCLUSIVE COVERAGE IN APRIL  

Now that the ñmadnessò is over, PBAôs Xtra Frame will resume its exclusive coverage of PBA action in a 

big way, beginning with coverage of all qualifying and three -game match play elimination rounds of the 
USBC Masters from the Oncenter Convention Center in Syracuse,Tuesday, April 10, through the final 

matches on Saturday, April 14, to determine the five fina lists for Sundayôs live ESPN telecast at 1 p.m. 

ET. 
  

Following the Masters, Xtra Frame heads to Portland, Maine, for the ñdraw partyò to determine the 
bracket positions for the 64 players enter in the PBA Xtra Frame Port Property Management Maine 

Shootout. Coverage of the draw party on  Monday, April 16, at 12:50 p.m.will be followed by the 

elimination matches Tuesday and Wednesday, including the semifinal and title matches beginning at  5:50 
p.m. The XF Maine Shootout will be the final qualifying event to d etermine the eight -player field for the 

PBA Tour Finals May 4-6 at Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Mich. 
  

On the heels of the Maine Shootout, Xtra Frame will cover all eight OceanView at Falmouth PBA League 
teams as they bowl a ñseedingò tournament on Friday, April 20, to determine the matchups 

for Saturdayôs opening round of best-of-two-game Baker team matches. 

  
Following its Maine schedule, Xtra Frame heads south to kick off the 2018 PBA50 Tour season with start-

to-finish coverage of the PBA50 Florida Open from New Port Richey, Fla., April 21-23; the PBA National 
Championship presented by Radical ï the senior tourôs first major of the year ï from The Villages, April 

24-28, and the PBA50 Mooresville Ford Open from Mooresville, N.C., April 29-May 2. 

  
Also in April will be the first event of the 2018 PWBA season, the Las Vegas Open, April 27-28. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=San+Antonio,+texas,+2-6&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2-6&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2-6&entry=gmail&source=g


  
Fans can watch the entire month of coverage for only $7.99. A three -day subscription is also available, 

for $3.99, and the 12 -month Season Ticket plan is offered for about $1.25 week. To sign up for the plan 
that works best for you, visit  xtraframe.tv. 

  

PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 36 THRU 40 

The countdown to unveil the complete list of th e PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 

history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on all PBA Network outlets. Last week, ñmemorable 
momentsò 36 through 40 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown continues: 

  
36) At age 50, Walter Ray Williams Jr.  swept every major statistical category during the 2009 -

10 PBA Tour season en route to a record seventh Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year honor. 

Williams also was named Bowler of the Decade for the second consecutive decade ï a feat 
unprecedented in the sports world.   A season earlier Williams became the first player to surpass 

$4 million in PBA career earnings. 
37) PBA Hall of Famer Pete Weber  became the first player to complete the PBA Triple Crown for 

a second time when he defeated Jason Belmonte , 224-179, to win the 2013 PBA Tournament 

of Champions at Woodland Bowl in Indianapolis. He also became the oldest player to win the 
TOC at age 50. 

38) The 1991 PBA Tournament of Champions was delayed 40 minutes due to a bomb threat at 
Riviera Lanes. It turned out to be a hoax and  David Ozio  went on to defeat  Amleto Monacelli , 

236-203, for the title which le d to 1991 PBA Player of the Year honors. 
39 In 2016 at age 20 years and 357 days, Jesper Svensson  defeated Mitch Beasley , 231-221, 

to become the youngest player to win the PBA Tournament of Champions. The previous record 

was set in 1976, 40 years earlier, when Marshall Holman  won the TOC at age 21 years, 207 
days. 

40) In 1994,  Bryan Goebel  defeated Norm Duke , 296-280, in the title match of the PBA True 
Value Open in Peoria, Ill. Goebel left the 3-6-9-10 on his final shot to lose a $200,000 perfect -

game bonus offered by True Value in its own tournament and Dukeôs 280 game still remains the 

highest losing score in a televised title match.  
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subscribe to the 

PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour), and on the 

web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorab leMoments. 
  

PBA HALL OF FAMER DANNY WISEMAN GETS ANOTHER 15 MINUTES OF FAME  

Baltimoreôs Danny Wiseman  has had his share of time in the spotlig ht as a 12-time PBA Tour champion 

and PBA Hall of Fame inductee, but he got an unexpected ñ15 minutes of fameò on opening day of the 
Major League Baseball season when he attended the Oriolesô home opener against the Minnesota Twins ï 

and caught the game-winning 11th-inning walk-off home run by Baltimoreôs Adam Jones.  

  
Well, he sort of caught the ball. Wiseman admitt ed the sizzling line drive went right through his hands 

and hit him the chest. But, he noted, he got the balléand a sizeable welt. 

  

ñIt wonôt out-rank my (USBC) Masters win (at Miller Park in Milwaukee) or my title in Baltimore in 1990, 

but in terms of excitement, yah, it ranks right up there,ò Wiseman said. 

  

For a more detailed explanation, check out Wisemanôs television 
interview:  https://www.facebook.com/10775 2155919763/videos/2011323902229236/ 

  
PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: JAY NEPHEW WINS FIRST PBA TITLE IN SOUTHWEST CHALLENGE  

http://xtraframe.tv/
http://www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation
https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments
https://www.facebook.com/107752155919763/videos/2011323902229236/


Houstonôs Jay Nephew  won his last seven matches in the eight-game modified round robin finals to pull 
away from the field and win his first PB A title in the Houston Copperfield Bowl Southwest Challenge, 

presented by 900 Global, on Easter Sunday. 

  
Nephew, who finished second in last yearôs Copperfield event, had previously won a Challenge event as a 

non-member, but didnôt earn a PBA title because he was an amateur until 2015. Along with his title he 
earned the $2,000 winnerôs check. 
  

After qualifying fifth in the 13 -game qualifying portion of the event, Nephew started the match play finals 
with a loss in his first match, but won his next s ix matches to build a 24-pin lead over amateur Jacob 

Heger  from Spring, Texas, going into the final position round match where he defeated Heger, 247 -183, 

for the win. Heger maintained second place over former USBC Queens champion Maria Rodriguez , a 
Colombia native now living in Austin, Texas, who finished third.  

  
ƀ Aprilôs busy regional schedule continues over the April 6-8 weekend with the  PBA Grand 

Casino/Hotel/Resort Southwest Open, presented by Hammer, at FireLake Bowling Center in Shawnee, 

Okla., and the PBA and PBA50 Earl Anthony West/Northwest Memorial doubleheader at Earl Anthonyôs 
Dublin Bowl in Dublin, Calif. 

  
ƀ The only PBA Regional event on the April 13-15 calendar is the PBA Bowlers Discount Pro Shop East 

Open, presented by Hammer, at AMF Towson Lanes in Towson, Md. 
  

ƀ As the PBA50 Tour season closes in, PBA50 players will have a final tuneup opportunity in the PBA50 

Sarasota South Open at Sarasota Lanes in Sarasota, Fla., April 18-20. 
  

ƀ  The April 20-22 PBA Regional calendar includes the Debbie & Leo Nunan Memorial Central Open 
presented by Track at AMF Stardust Lanes in Grove City, Ohio; and PBA South Point West Challenge for 

non-champions plus the South Point Member/Non-Member Doubles, both presented by Brunswick, in Las 

Vegas. 
  

ƀ Closing out the month over the April 27-29 weekend will be the PBA Rockaway Lanes East Open, 
presented by Storm, in Rockaway , N.J., and the PBA Brighton Construction Myrtle Beach South Open at 

Myrtle Beach Bowl in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
PBA app). 

  
QUICK NOTES  

ƀ Martha Smith  of Clyo, Ga., is the winner of a new high -performance ball from DV8, Dennis 

LeFevre  of Los Banos, Calif., will receive a new high-performance ball from MOTIV and Marvin 
Toennies  of Arnold, Mo., wins a new Brunswick ball as March sweepstakes winners for subscribing to 

Xtra Frame. The monthly sweepstakes is sponsored by the respective PBA Product Registered partners. 
Monthly winners are selected from among new Xtra Frame subscribers, who are automatically entered 

when they enroll as a monthly or Xtra Frame Season Ticket (full year) subscriber.  

  
ƀ Ted Bogumil  is the March winner of a $200 HotelPlanner.com certificate, redeemable for future 

lodging expenses, compliments of PBAôs official travel partner. The monthly sweepstakes is open to 
anyone who books a hotel through the HotelPlanner.com link on pba.com. Those who book through 

HotelPlanner.com are automatically entered.  
  

#   #   #  

 

https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2561
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2561
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2561
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2552
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2552
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2644
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2644
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2569
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2569
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2569
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2553
https://www.pba.com/Tournaments/Details/2553
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17 -Year -Old Trey Ford III Wins PBA FireLake/Grand Casino Resort Southwest Open  

  

Shawnee, Okla., (April 9, 2018)  ï Trey Ford III, a 17 -year-old two-handed bowler from Bartlesville, 
Okla., threw three strikes in  the 10th frame of the championship match to defeat David (Boog) Krol of 

Nixa, Mo., 245-229, in the seventh annual PBA FireLake/Grand Casino Resort Southwest Open presented 
by Hammer, to win his first PBA Regional title and become the youngest player ever to win a PBA 

Regional title. 

  
Ford, who began bowling PBA events as a 13-year-old amateur, became PBAôs youngest member ever 

when he joined the organization with parent al consent at age 15 years, 157 days in 2016. He previously 
had a second-place finish in a PBA Southwest Region event at FireLake last September, and 

won Sundayôs $2,700 first prize at the age of 17 years, 226 days.  

  
After leading the 13 games of qualifyi ng and receiving byes into the Round of 8, Ford eliminated two 

Wichita State collegiate players to advance to the finals. Thomas McNeal Jr. of Puyallup, Wash., was 
Fordôs first victim, losing 2-0 in the best -of-three-game  Round of 8. Jacob Kersten, originally from 

Clarkston, Mich., came up short in the one game semifinal round, 236-222.  

                       

Krol, also a two-handed player, qualified in second place and had a similar road to the final. In his 

opening match, he defeated Scott McCleery of Lubbock, Texas, 2-0, and then put away another Wichita 
State Shocker, Cortez Schenck of Scottsdale, Ariz., 192-191. Krol collected $1,800 for second place while 

Schenck and Kersten each added $1,125 to their SMART scholarship accounts. 

  
The pro-am portion of the event  on Friday included a fundraiser for the Shawnee area Big Brothers Big 

Sisters chapter. FireLake General Manager Chris Skillings announced more than $10,000 was raised for 
that cause. 

  
The PBA Southwest Regionôs returns to Junction City, Kan., May 4-6, for the PBA Southwest Region 
Junction City Bowl Southwest/Midwest Open. 
  

PBA FIRELAKE GRAND CASINO RESO RT SOUTHWEST OPEN 

presented by Hammer  

FireLake Bowling Center, Shawnee, Okla.,  Sunday  
  

Championship:  

Trey Ford III, Bartlesville, Okla., ($2, 700) def. David (Boog) Krol Jr., Nixa, Mo., ($1,800), 245 -229. 

  
Semifinal Round (losers earned $1,125):  

Ford def. n-Jacob Kersten, Wichita, Kan., 236-222. 

Krol def. n-Cortez Schenck, Wichita, Kan., 192-191. 
  

Round of 8 (best of three games, losers earned  $800 each):  

Krol def. Scott McCleery, Lubbock, Texas, 2-1. 

Ford def. n-Thomas McNeal, Wichita, Kan., 2-0. 
n-Schenck def. Joe Findling, Mesquite, Texas, 2-0. 

n-Kersten def. Marshall Morrison, Wills Point, Texas, 2-1. 

  
Round of 12 (best of three games, los ers earned $650):  

McCleery def. n-Blake Starr, Yukon, Okla., 2-0. 
n-McNeal def. Keith Lesko, Prosper, Texas, 2-1. 

Findling def. Roger Petrin, Wichita, Kan., 2-0. 

n-Kersten def. Mike Bailey, Allen, Texas, 2-0. 



  
Round of 16 (best of three games, losers earn ed $550):  

Lesko def. n-Sean Sadat, Houston, Texas, 2-1.                              

McCleery def. Chris Skillings, Tecumseh, Okla., 2-1. 

Findling def. Zakary Edgerton, Greenville, Texas, 2-0. 

n-Kersten def. n-Jack Zuniga, Tulsa, Okla.,   2-1. 
  

300 games: Anthony Lockwood 

  
n-denotes non-member 

 
 

 

Jacob Kent Averages 228 to Take USBC Masters First Round 
Lead 

by jschneider  |  Tuesday, April 10, 9:13 PM 

 

By Matt Cannizzaro, USBC Communications 

The year Jacob Kent of Newark, New York, was born, his father, USBC and PBA Hall of 

Famer Doug Kent, won the first of his two USBC Masters titles.  

Jacob grew up seeing that trophy, and many others, on a daily basis, and it motivated 

him to want one of his own someday.   

The younger Kent now is 26 years old and has his sights set on the 2018 edition of the 

Masters trophy, which is up for grabs this week at the Oncenter Convention Center. He 

paced the sold-out 360-player field through the first of three days of qualifying, 

averaging 228 for five games Tuesday.  

Kent's 1,140 total landed him seven pins ahead of France's Gaetan Mouveroux (1,133), 

who was followed by Anthony Lavery-Spahr of Little Elm, Texas, and Wes Malott of 

Pflugerville, Texas (1,130), and Sean Rash of Montgomery, Illinois (1,123). Defending 

champion Jason Belmonte of Australia finished the day in 26th place with a 1,066 total.  

"This is one of the tournaments I look forward to every year," Kent said. "I think it's one 

of the most prestigious events besides the U.S. Open, and I definitely think it's the 

hardest to win because of how the match-play style is. It's very difficult to make it to the 

TV show. For my dad to win it two times is special, and it would be awesome if I was 

ever able to win, too. Having a third title in the family would be absolutely incredible and 

a dream come true."  



Because Jacob Kent works full-time at a bank and part-time at his family's bowling 

center, Doug Kent's Rose Bowl Lanes, he doesn't have much time to bowl, but he did 

everything to make sure he was ready for this week's event. 

All qualifying and match play rounds of the Masters are covered live on Xtra Frame, the 

PBA's online bowling channel. For subscription information, visit PBA.com.  

And, where competing approximately 60 miles from home might add pressure for some 

bowlers, Kent is embracing the opportunity to represent upstate New York on the lanes. 

Getting to sleep in his own bed also is a comforting bonus.   

Oh, and there's the unlimited support and sage fatherly advice from a 10-time PBA 

champion, whose list of accomplishments includes six standard PBA Tour titles and four 

majors, which earned him the No. 43 spot on the 2009 list of the 50 Greatest Players in 

PBA History.  

"My dad always says he's past his prime, but he still throws it amazing," said Jacob 

Kent, a former Junior Team USA member and collegiate national champion with Robert 

Morris-Illinois in 2013. "He's always willing to give advice and reminds me to take it one 

shot at a time and not try to win the tournament in one shot or the first game. It's a long 

format, so don't think that one game is going to cost you the whole tournament and 

knock you out. It's just a matter of grinding it out, being yourself and taking it one shot at 

a time."  

All competitors at the Oncenter Convention Center this week will bowl 15 games of 

qualifying over three days to determine the match-play field. The top 63 players will join 

Belmonte in the double-elimination bracket, where three-game total pinfall determines 

who advances.  

Match play will take place Friday and Saturday and determine the five players for the 

championship stepladder, which will be televised live on ESPN on Sunday, beginning at 

1 p.m. Eastern.  

As the defending champion, Belmonte is guaranteed the No. 64 spot in the bracket, but 

bowling qualifying gives him a chance to improve his seeding, as well as get a feel for 

the bowling center and oil pattern.   

The Australian two-hander is seeking his fifth Masters title since 2013 and record-tying 



10th career major victory. PBA Tour star Pete Weber and the late Earl Anthony share 

the record.   

Jacob Kent's five games Tuesday were contested on the "burn" squad, meaning one 

group of competitors already had bowled on the lanes before his squad. Each of the 

next two rounds, Kent will face a fresh version of the 40-foot oil pattern, which will 

require a completely different game plan.  

When he returns to the lanes Wednesday at 8 a.m. Eastern, the young right-hander will 

rely on a combination of what he experienced in practice Monday and what he saw 

throughout the day Tuesday. He'll also consider what he learned in previous Masters 

appearances.  

"I was kind of young and still learning a lot about the game when I bowled the Masters 

before, and I didn't see it the way I do now, which is a lot like my dad does," Kent said. 

"It's a lot safer, and I know not to go for the home run all the time, but when it's there, 

you have to go for it. That's one thing I did today. I know I had a really good ball reaction 

compared to a lot of people, so I really tried to go after it and use it to my advantage to 

get as much as I could. I hope I can do that tomorrow, too, though I'll be playing much 

straighter."  

When Doug Kent claimed his second Masters title in 2006, Jacob was in high school 

and unable to make the trip to Milwaukee due to his workload at school. By then, 

though, he was old enough to understand the significance of winning such a prestigious 

event once, let alone multiple times, a feat accomplished by just eight bowlers since the 

event debuted in 1951.  

"My dad's first title was the Masters in 1991, so I think it would be really cool if somehow 

I could carry on that legacy and win my first title at the Masters, too," Kent said.  

Doug Kent finished the first day of qualifying Tuesday tied for 130th place with a 986 

total.    

The 2018 Masters features a total prize fund of $270,000 and is a major event on the 

PBA Tour. The winner will take home $30,000.  

For complete Masters first round results click on 

http://scores.bowl.com/2018_Masters/Qualifying1.pdf 

 



PBA Spare Shots  

  

OKLAHOMAôS TREY FORD III BECOMES YOUNGEST PBA REGIONAL TITLIST AT AGE 17  

Trey Ford III , a 17-year-old two-handed bowler from Bartlesville, Okla., threw three strikes in the 10th 

frame of the championship match to defeat  David (Boog) Krol  of Nixa, Mo., 245-229, in the seventh 

annual PBA FireLake/Grand Casino Resort Southwest Open presented by Hammer at FireLake Bowling 
Center in Shawnee, Okla., Sunday, winning his first PBA Regional title and becoming the youngest player 

ever to win a PBA Regional title. 
  

Ford, who began bowling PBA events with parental consent as a 13-year-old amateur, became PBAôs 

youngest member ever when he joined the organization at age 15 years, 157 days in 2016. He previously 
had a second-place finish in a PBA Southwest Region event at FireLake last September, and 

won Sundayôs $2,700 first prize at the age of 17 years, 226 days.  

  
After leading the 13 games of qualifying and receiving byes into the Round of 8, Ford eliminated two 

Wichita State collegiate players to advance to the finals. Thomas McNeal J r.  of Puyallup, Wash., was 
Fordôs first victim, losing 2-0 in the best -of-three-game Round of 8.Jacob Kersten , originally from 

Clarkston, Mich., came up short in the one game semifinal round, 236-222.  
                       

Krol, also a two-handed player, qualified in second place and had a similar road to the final. In his 

opening match, he defeated Scott McCleery  of Lubbock, Texas, 2-0, and then put away another 
Wichita State Shocker, Cortez Schenck  of Scottsdale, Ariz., 192-191. 

  
The pro-am portion of the event on Friday included a fundraiser for the Shawnee area Big Brothers Big 

Sisters chapter. FireLake General Manager Chris Skillings  announced more than $10,000 was raised for 
that cause. 

  

FURTHER REVIEW COSTS PETE WEBER A REGIONAL TITLE  

Research into Trey Fordôs first PBA Regional victory also uncovered a mistake dating back to 1979 

when Pete Weber  won his first regional in early fall in St. Louis, also at age 17. At the time, however, 
Weber was credited with a PBA Regional title although he didnôt become a PBA member until Nov. 30 of 

that year. So while he was the youngest player ever to win a PBA Regional at that time, he should not 

have been credited with a title because he wasnôt a member. 

  

The correction means Weber now has 46 standard regional titles, one behind Chris Warren  of Grants 
Pass, Ore., and Weber, who has won five PBA50 regional titles, has 51 overall ï one behind Dale 

Traber  of Cedarburg, Wis. (39 standard and 13 PBA50). 

  
NEXT 10 DAYS WILL BE MEANINGFUL FOR TOM SMALLWOOD & FRIENDS  

The next 10 days will be especially meaningful to  Tom Smallwood  of Saginaw, Mich., and, presumably, 
fellow PBA Tour competitors Bill OôNeill of Langhorne, Pa.; Ryan Ciminelli  of Clarence, N.Y.; 

Canadaôs Francois Lavoie;  two-hander Kyle Troup  of Taylorsville, N.C., and Texan Wes Malott  as 
they pursue the eighth and final berth in the 2018 PBA Tour Finals which will take place  May 4-5 at 

Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Mich. 

  
The PBA Tour Finals, which will be televised by CBS Sports Network as part of the 2018 Go Bowling! PBA 

Tour schedule, will include the top eight players in combined PBA Tour/World Bowling Tour earnings from 
the start of the 2016 season through this weekôs USBC Masters and the Port Property Management PBA 

Xtra Frame Maine Shootout April 17-18 at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. 

  
Heading into the Masters, the top eight players in combined earnings were  EJ 

Tackett  ($380,828), Jason Belmonte  ($380,357), Jesper Svensson  ($296,456), Dom 



Barrett  ($254,490), Anthony Simonsen  ($236,834), Marshall Kent  ($223,745), Tommy 
Jones ($175,652) and, in the No. 8 position,  Sean Rash  ($154,472).  

  
With a $30,000 first prize at stake in the Masters and $10,000 to the winner in Maine, Smallwood has the 

best chance to break into the elite eight -man field. Smallwoodôs combined earnings are $153,057, just 

over $1,000 behind Rash. Longer shots, but still mathematically in contention, are OôNeill ($147,275), 
Ciminelli ($137,080), Lavoie ($128,055), Troup ($125,780) and Malott ($118,883).  

  
The final results will be decided live on Xtra Frame during its exclusive coverage of the Maine Shootout 

on April 17-18. To watch that event, subscribe to Xtra Frame. Details can be found at  xtraframe.tv . 
  

PBAôS APRIL XTRA FRAME COVERAGE INCLUDES PBA TOUR, SENIORS,  WOMEN  

PBAôs Xtra Frame live coverage of the best in bowling in April will include all qualifying and three-game 
match play elimination rounds of the USBC Masters from Syracuse today through the final matches on 

Saturday leading into Sundayôs live ESPN telecast at 1 p.m. ETfollowed by the PBA Tourôs return to 
Portland, Maine, for the Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout and the OceanView 

at Falmouth PBA League Elias Cup finals. 

  
Coverage in Portland begins with the ñdraw partyò to determine the bracket positions for the 64 players 

entered in the Maine Shootout next Monday at 1 p.m. Three-game single-elimination matches will be live-
streamed on Tuesday and Wednesday, including the semifinal and title matches beginning at 6 p.m. 

ET on Wednesday, April 18. The XF Maine Shootout will be the final qualifying event to determine the 
eight players who will compete in the PBA Tour Finals May 4-5 in Allen Park, Mich. 

  

Following the Maine Shootout, Xtra Frame will cover the PBA League ñseedingò tournament on Friday, 
April 20, to determine the matchups for  Saturdayôs opening round of best-of-two-game Baker team 

matches. PBA League telecasts will air four consecutive Sundays at 1 p.m. ET on ESPN, beginning 
on April 22. 

  

Next up will be the start of the 2018 PBA50 Tour season where Xtra Frame will provide live start -to-finish 
coverage of the PBA50 Florida Open from New Port Richey, Fla., April 21-23, followed by the PBA50 

UnitedHealthcare National Championship presented by Spanish Springs Lanes and Radical ï the senior 
tourôs first major of the year ï from The Villages, April 24-28, and the PBA50 Mooresville Ford Open from 

Mooresville, N.C., April 29-May 2. 

  
April also means the start of the 2018 PWBA season. Xtra Frame will cover preliminary rounds of the Las 

Vegas Open, April 27-28. 
  

Fans can watch the entire month of coverage for only $7.99. A three -day subscription is also available, 
for $3.99, and the 12 -month Season Ticket plan is offered for about $1.25 week. To sign up for the plan 

that works best for you, visit  xtraframe.tv . 

  
PBAôS ñ60 MOST MEMORABLE MOMENTSò UNVEILING CONTINUES: 31 THRU 35 

The countdown to unveil the complete list of the PBAòs ñ60 most memorable momentsò in its 60-year 
history continues, one a day, Monday through Friday, on all PBA Network outlets. Last week, ñmemorable 

momentsò 31 through 35 were unveiled. Here are those five moments as the countdown continues: 

  
31) Mike Aulby  won the 1996 Bayer/Brunswick Touring Players Championship to become the 

only player to win bowlingôs ñSuper Slamò consisting of all five majors (U.S. Open, PBA 
National/World Championship, PBA Tournament of Champions, USBC Masters & PBA Touring 

Players Championship). Aulby also won Showboat Invitational and Brunswick Memorial World 
Open titles, and remains the only player to win every 56 -game format tournament the PBA has 

http://xtraframe.tv/
http://xtraframe.tv/


offered.  Aulby also was the first player to earn PBA Rookie (1979) and Player of the Year (1985) 
honors. 

32) In 2017,  Jason Belmonte  became the only player to win the USBC Masters four times, 
defeating then-amateur Michael Tang , 279ï212, in Las Vegas for his eighth PBA major title.  By 

winning the 2015 Masters, Belmonte became the only player to win the eve nt three consecutive 

time, defeating AJ Johnson in Green Bay, Wis. 
33) In 1981,  Bill Beach  defeated Bill Lillard , 200-191, in the first ñPBA Senior Tourò event, the 

PBA Senior Championship in New Orleans, La. The re-named PBA50 Tour has provided 50-and-
older players with numerous memorable moments, including Mark Roth becoming the first 

player to earn both ñPBA Seniorò (2001) and PBA Player of the Year honors (1977-ô79 and 1984), 
and where Joe Scarborough  bowled the first certified 900 series in PBA history in his first three 

games of the 2013 PBA50 Sun Bowl at The Villages. 

34) In 1975,  Earl Anthony  became the first player to earn $100,000 in a sin gle season with his 
victory in the Buzz Fazio Open in Battle Creek, Mich. Anthonyôs seventh win of the year was 

worth $5,000 and put his season earnings at $100,890.  Earlier that year, Anthony won a record 
third consecutive PBA National Championship in Toledo, Ohio...a feat he repeated in the same 

event in 1981, ô82 and ô83. In 2009, Anthony was selected as No. 1 on the PBAôs list of the 50 

Greatest Players during its 50th Anniversary Gala in Las Vegas. 
35) ñWrong Footò Lou Campi of Dumont, N.J., won the PBAôs first event, the 1959 Empire 

State Open in Albany, N.Y., and collected a $2,500 first prize. 
  

To check on releases of subsequent ñmomentsò as they are revealed, check the PBA Network: PBA on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/ProfessionalBowlersAssociation) or Instagram (pbatour); subs cribe to the 

PBA channel on YouTube (PBABowling); tweet along on Twitter (@pbatour), and on the 

web: https://www.pba.com/PBANetwork/MostMemorableMoments. 
  

PBA REGIONAL UPDATE: BU TTURFF WINS 14TH REGIONAL TITLE IN DUBLIN  

Jakob Butturff  of Tempe, Ariz., posted a 14-2 match play record and a 24-game total of 5,967 

pins Sunday to win the PBA Earl Anthony West/Northwest Memorial at Earl Anthonyôs Dublin Bowl in 

Dublin, Calif., Sunday while amateur Dennis Acma  of San Ramon, Calif., won the PBA50 Earl Anthony 
Memorial. 

  
Butturff cruised to his 14th PBA Regional title and the $2,500 first prize by 299 pins over Canadian 

native Ray Lussier  of San Jose, Calif., who had an 11-5 record and a 24-game total of 5,668 pins, 

including match play bonus pins. 
  

Acma went 7-5 in the 12-game match play finals and knocked down 4,482 total pins for his 20 games to 
top Bob Rosenau  of Redding Calif., by 35 pins. Acma collected $1,500, but doesnôt get credit for a PBA 

title because he isnôt a PBA member. 

  

ƀ The only PBA Regional event on the April 13-15 calendar is the PBA Bowlers Discount Pro Shop East 

Open, presented by Hammer, at AMF Towson Lanes in Towson, Md. 
  

ƀ As the PBA50 Tour season closes in, PBA50 players will have a final tuneup opportunity in the PBA50 
Sarasota South Open at Sarasota Lanes in Sarasota, Fla., April 18-20. 

  

ƀ  The April 20-22 PBA Regional calendar includes the Debbie & Leo Nunan Memorial Central Open 
presented by Track at AMF Stardust Lanes in Grove City, Ohio; and PBA South Point West Challenge for 

non-champions plus the South Point Member/Non-Member Doubles, both presented by Brunswick, in Las 
Vegas. 
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ƀ Closing out the month over the April 27-29 weekend will be the PBA Rockaway Lanes East Open, 
presented by Storm, in Rockaway, N.J., and the PBA Brighton Construction Myrtle Beach South Open at 

Myrtle Beach Bowl in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
ƀ For complete PBA Regional schedules, rules and entry information, visit  pba.com, open the ñschedulesò 

tab and click on PBA Regional Tours to find the event(s) in your areaéand remember, you can follow 

ñlive scoringò for all PBA Regional events on pba.com (easily accessible for Apple device users using the 
PBA app). 

  
 

Big Second Round Helps Stuart Williams Take USBC Masters Lead 
by jschneider  |  Wednesday, April 11, 8:52 PM 

 

 
England's Stuart Williams holds the overall lead through two rounds of the 2018 USBC Masters with a 

2,219 pinfall total, a 221.9 average, which included sets of 1,048 on the burn Tuesday and 1,17 1 on the 
fresh Wednesday morning. He catapulted from 48th place into the lead with the seco nd-highest block of 

the day. 

 
For Williams, a veteran on the international bowling scene, the initial expectation this week was that the 

bigger scores would come from the burn squad, and that would be the time to get all you could. That 
was how he found early success at the 2017 event in Las Vegas.  

 
When that wasn't exactly the case this year at the Oncenter Convention Center in Syracuse, his 

experience and versatility helped him adapt on the fly.  

 
"The lanes were actually quite a bit harder on the burn t han I think most people expected them to be, so 

I was a little anxious this morning with only shooting 48 over on what we thought would be the "easy" 
squad," said Williams, a 36-year-old right -hander who finished third at the 2013 Masters. "I came in and 

made a decision that I wasn't going to try and play to the right too much because it seemed like it was 

very difficult out there. I figured we were going to get into the middle of the lane anyway, so I might as 
well be there to start with, so I wouldn't mis s the transition."  

 
Like any bowling event, the USBC Masters presents competitors with an ever-changing puzzle that must 

be solved in a set period of time, or games,  often through a series of educated guesses. 

 
Through two days of qualifying at the 2018 USBC Masters, PBA Hall of Famer Chris Barnes of Double 

Oak, Texas, has proven to be the among the most versatile problem solvers, turning in consistent 
performances on both variations of this week's 40 -foot oil pattern - the fresh and the "burn."  

 
The 48-year-old right -hander and three-time Masters runner-up rolled nearly identical scores during his 

first two qualifying blocks shooting 1,082 on the fresh lane condition  Tuesday and 1,078 on the burn 

Wednesday for a 10-game total of 2,160, which is 10th overall.  
 

"Over the years, I've been pretty lucky and gotten to lead this event three times, and most of those 
times, I had a look from a few different parts of the lane, so it didn't really matter if I bowled on the 

fresh or the hook or this type of player or that type of player," Barnes said. "Based on that, I'm looking 

for as many different avenues to get there, so that no matter what you bowl on, you have a plan of 
attack that will allow you to succeed."  

 
Other competitors in the 360 -player field claimed their spots near the top of the leaderboard with help 

from a big block on either the fresh or the burn, while grinding along on the other.  
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Williams is followed in the standings by 2016 Masters champion Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas 
(2,214), Kyle Cook of Centerville, Ohio (2,182), and Chris Loschetter of Avon, Ohio, and Sean Lavery-

Spahr of Pasadena, Texas, who are tied for fourth place with 2,178.  
 

The Masters stepladder finals will be broadcast live on ESPN on Sunday at 1 p.m. Eastern.  

 
Defending champion Jason Belmonte of Australia is 32nd with a 2,100 total. The Australian two-hander is 

seeking his fifth Masters title since 2013 and record-tying 10th career maj or victory to tie PBA Hall of 
Famers Pete Weber and the late Earl Anthony who share the record.  

 
As the defending champion, Belmonte is guaranteed the No. 64 spot in the bracket, but bowling 

qualifying gives him a chance to improve his seeding, as well as get a feel for the bowling center and oil 

pattern. 
 

Another big performer Wednesday was Andrew Suscreba of Clifton, New Jersey, whose experience this 
week has been the opposite of Williams.  

 

Suscreba, 25-year-old right -hander and former collegiate bowler at William Paterson, experienced a 
couple of hiccups and challenges with ball reaction Tuesday on the way to a 987 opening round on the 

fresh oil pattern, but he bounced back Wednesday with an 1,176 effort on the burn, the highest block of 
the day. He is eighth after two rounds with a 2,163 total.   

 
Despite finishing the first day of competition tied for 128th place, Suscreba feels his strategy is sound, 

and he expects to see a better result when he bowls on the fresh again in Thursday's third round.  

 
Qualifying at the Oncenter Convention Center continues Thursday at 8 a.m. Eastern, and 15-game pinfall 

totals will determine the match -play field. The top 63 players will join Belmonte in the double -elimination 
bracket, where three-game total pinfall determin es who advances.  

 

Match play will take place Friday and Saturday and determine the five players for the championship 
stepladder. All preliminary rounds are streamed live on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For 

subscription information visit www.xt raframe.tv.  
 

For complete second round standings click on http://scores.bowl.com/2018_Masters/Qualifying2.pdf  

 
 

Stuart Williams is Top Qualifier Heading Into USBC Masters 
Match Play 

by jschneider  |  Thursday, April 12, 9:17 PM 

 

By Aaron Smith, USBC Communications 

England's Stuart Williams paced the field for the second consecutive day at the 2018 

USBC Masters  to finish as the top overall qualifier for the tournament's double-

elimination match-play bracket.  



After surging to the top of the standings at the Oncenter Convention Center on 

Wednesday, Williams added a 1,076 set Thursday to finish qualifying with a 15-game 

total of 3,295, a 219.6 average.  

Anthony Simonsen of Austin, Texas, the 2016 USBC Masters champion, qualified 

second with 3,250, Team USA's Andrew Anderson of Holly, Michigan, was third with 

3,247, tournament newcomer Brandon Biondo of Carpentersville, Illinois, was fourth 

with 3,234 and Sean Lavery-Spahr of Pasadena, Texas, rounded out the top five with 

3,224.  

Action at the 2018 Masters now shifts to match play, with the first half of the bracket 

taking the lanes Friday at 9 a.m. Eastern. Winners will be determined by three-game 

total pinfall.  

Match play will continue throughout the day Friday and into Saturday, and the final five 

players will advance to the stepladder finals, which will be broadcast live on ESPN on 

Sunday at 1 p.m. Eastern.  

Williams, a 36-year-old right-hander who now resides in Phoenix, averaged more than 

224 during his two blocks on the tournament's fresh 40-foot lane condition. He's seen 

favorable ball reaction throughout the week, and now will rely on his experience to help 

him back to the stepladder finals. He finished third at the 2013 Masters held in North 

Brunswick, New Jersey.  

"I've been able to have good ball reaction for most of this week from multiple angles, so 

that should play favorably for me in matches," said Williams, who won the 2011 

Professional Bowlers Association Bayer Viper Open. "From here out, it's just about 

making good shots, hopefully staying ahead of the transition and making good 

choices."  

Williams also thinks this week's challenging condition will lead to some interesting 

decisions in match play.  

"I think with how challenging the pattern played, urethane will be out of play for most of 

the guys," Williams said. "I'm sure a few will try, but there seems to be way too much oil 

to the outside part of the lane. That'll bring a few more tactics into play for matches, like 

being able to break it down in different parts of the lane, so it should be interesting."  



Williams will face Ramon Hilferink of the Netherlands in the first round of match play 

Friday. Hilferink earned the No. 64 seed in a four-way roll-off to determine the final two 

spots in the bracket.  

Hilferink rolled a 190 game to hold on to the final spot, while Charlie Brown of 

Grandville, Michigan, will be No. 63 in the bracket after posting 201. Ryan Patterson of 

Washington, West Virginia, and Chad Roberts of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, were eliminated 

after games of 182 and 177, respectively. All four players finished qualifying with a 

3,054 total, a 203.6 average.  

Brown will start match play against Simonsen, who had a much different experience in 

Syracuse this week compared to his time in Las Vegas for the 2017 event, where he 

entered as the defending champion and automatically was seeded into match play.  

With some extra excitement and fanfare heading into last year's event, the 21-year-old 

two-hander qualified 59th, slightly improving his spot in the bracket after being 

guaranteed the No. 64 spot. He admitted he really didn't settle into the right frame of 

mind as early as he would've liked. He won his first match but eventually finished tied 

for 17th place.  

"It's different coming back to try and defend a title, especially at this event and with how 

the seeding works," said Simonsen, whose Masters win made him the youngest major 

champion in PBA history at 19 years and 39 days old. "It was tougher to get into 

tournament mode knowing I already was in the top 64, and I ended up getting a slower 

start in match play before everything kicked back to normal. Having to earn my spot this 

week, I was in the right mindset from the get go."  

Simonsen will look to take what he's learned through qualifying at the Oncenter 

Convention Center and match his performance from 2016, where he went undefeated in 

match play and defeated Canada's Dan MacLelland in the title match, 245-207.  

"I've figured out a trick to keep it around the pocket on the fresh and was able to get 

away with a couple of good games," said Simonsen, who owns three PBA Tour titles. 

"I'm going to stick with that as the game plan tomorrow. I'll have a couple of ball options 

available but plan on staying in that same zone."  

This year's defending champion, Jason Belmonte of Australia, also improved his 

seeding, finishing qualifying in a tie for 42nd place with a 3,097 total.  



Belmonte, who is seeking his fifth Masters title since 2013 and record-tying 10th career 

major, will bowl 2015 U.S. Open champion Ryan Ciminelli of Cheektowaga, New York, 

in his opening match Friday.  

Other past champions advancing to match play include 2007 winner Sean Rash of 

Montgomery, Illinois, and Tom Hess of Urbandale, Iowa, who captured the title in 2011.  

Rash will face Tommy Jones of Simpsonville, South Carolina, in the first round, while 

Hess squares off against Steven Arehart of Chesapeake, Virginia.  

All competitors at the 2018 Masters bowled 15 games of qualifying over three days to 

determine the 63 players joining Belmonte in match play.  

The Masters, a major title on the PBA Tour, will have livestream coverage leading up to 

the stepladder finals on Xtra Frame, the PBA's online bowling channel. For subscription 

information, www.xtraframe.tv 
 

Dallas Strikers Bid for Third Straight Elias Cup Title as PBA League Returns to Maine  

OceanView at Falmouth PBA League Elias Cup finals to conclude Go Bowling! PBA Tourôs ESPN schedule 

  

PORTLAND, Maine (April 13, 2018) ï Led by player-manager and PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke, the 
Shipyard Brewery Dallas Strikers will return to Bayside Bowl in Portland next week in pursuit of a third 

consecutive Professional Bowlers Association League title, cheered on by the most fun-loving fans in 

bowling. 
  

The 2018 OceanView at Falmouth PBA League will celebrate its sixth season ï and fourth year in Portland 
ï with three days of team competition to decide the 2018 Elias Cup. The PBA League, which is part of the 

2018 Go Bowling! PBA Tour schedule, will conclude the PBAôs 38th consecutive year of ESPN coverage 

with four consecutive Sunday telecasts, including the PBA League Elias Cup finals on Sunday, May 13, at 
1 p.m. EDT. 

  
Duke, who won the 2017 Mark Roth PBA League Most Valuable Player Award, will return with a solid  core 

of Dallas Strikers stars including 2016 MVP Tommy Jones, veterans Bill OôNeill and Rhino Page, and 

newcomer Kyle Sherman of OôFallon, Mo. 

  

Chasing the Strikers will be the hometown Port Property Portland Lumberjacks, managed by Tim Mack; 
the Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom Splitters, managed by Mark Baker; the Sysco Philadelphia Hitmen, 

managed by Jason Couch; bowlingball.com L.A. X, managed by Andrew Cain; the GEICO New York City 
WTT KingPins, managed by Carolyn Dorin-Ballard; the Barbasol Motown Muscle, managed by Del Ballard, 

and the OceanView at Falmouth Brooklyn Styles, managed by Johnny Petraglia. 

  
Each of the 2018 teams will field a roster of previous team members, but a n umber of newcomers will 

get an opportunity to experience Portlandôs raucous fans for the first time. Rather than approaching their 
deliveries in silence, a long-time tradition in professional bowling, Bayside Bowl fans encourage the PBA 

players with loud chants, slogans and newly-created nicknames while waving ñfatheadsò and dressing in 

sometimes strange costumes. 
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Players who will experience Portland bowling fans for the first time include 2018 PBA Tournament of 
Champions winner Matt OôGrady of Rahway, N.J., with the Brooklyn Styles; Japanese star Shota Kawazoe 

with the Motown Muscle; Anthony Pepe of Elmhurst, N.Y., with the NYC KingPins; 2017 PBA Rookie of the 
Year Matt Sanders of Indianapolis with the Philadelphia Hitmen; AJ Johnson of Oswego, Ill., with the 

Silver Lake Atom Splitters, and Thailandôs Yannaphon Larpapharat with the Portland Lumberjacks. 

  
The PBA Leagueôs return to Portland will get underway with the Port Property Portland PBA Xtra Frame 

Maine Shootout April 16-18, a singles competition with a PBA Tour title at stake. The Maine Shootout will 
be covered from start to finish, live on PBAôs Xtra Frame online bowling channel (subscriptions are 

available at xtraframe.tv ). 
  

On Friday, April 20, all PBA League teams will bowl an eight-game Baker format ñseeding tournamentò to 

determine seeding positions for the Baker format single-elimination match play bracket. In Baker format 
team bowling, each of the five players bowls two frames to com plete a game. 

  
The PBAL quarterfinal matches will take place on Saturday, April 21, with the No. 1 seeded team vs. No. 

8 and No. 4 vs. No. 5 on the first ESPN telecast that will air on Sunday, April 22. Immediately 

following on Saturday will be the second round of quarterfinal round matc hes between team No. 2 vs. 
No. 7, and No. 3 vs. No. 6. Those matches will air on ESPN on Sunday, April 29. All quarterfinal matches 

will be ñbest-of-two-gameò Baker format team contests with a one-ball roll-off if necessary to break any 
ties. 

  
Saturdayôs winning teams will advance to the semifinal round  on Sunday at noon. The semifinal round 

winners will then bowl for the Elias Cup later  on Sunday. The semifinal matches will air on ESPN on 

Sunday, May 6, with the Elias Cup finals airing on May 13, also at 1 p.m. ET. 
  

All of the PBA League matches will be live streamed as they happen on ESPN3 and the ESPN app. 

  

At the conclusion of the competition, the PBA will announce the Mark Roth PBA League Most Valuable 

Player. 
  

PORT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PBA XTRA FRAM E MAINE SHOOTOUT SCHEDULE  

Bayside Bowl, Portland, Maine,  April 16 -18  

  

Monday, April 16  

10 a.m. - Maine Shootout official practice session 

1 p.m. - Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout draw party (to determine pairings 
for single-elimination match play)  

4 p.m. ï Full Plates Full Potential pro-am 

  

Tuesday, April 17  

10 and 11:30 a.m.,  2:30 and 4 p.m.  ï Round of 64 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 

7 and 8:30 p.m.  ï Round of 32 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 

  
Wedn esday, April 18  

11 a.m. ï Round of 16 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 

2 p.m. ï Round of 8 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 

6 p.m. ï Semifinal round best-of-three-game single elimination matches 

7:30 p.m.  ï Championship match, best of three games  

  

OCEANVIEW AT FALMOUTH PBA LEAGUE SCHEDULE  

Bayside Bowl, Portland, Maine,  April 20 -22  

  

http://xtraframe.tv/


Friday, April 20  

7 p.m. ï OceanView at Falmouth PBA League seeding tournament (8 games, Baker team format to 

determine pairings for PBA League competition)  

  

Saturday, April 21  

Noon ï PBA League Quarterfinal Match 1, Teams #1 vs. #8 (best of two games, Baker format; ESPN 
telecast Sunday, April 22, 1 p.m. ET) 

            PBA League Quarterfinal Match 2, Teams #5 vs. #4 (best of two games, Baker format; E SPN 
telecast Sunday, April 22, 1 p.m. ET) 

3:30 p.m.  - PBA League Quarterfinal Match 3, Teams #2 vs. #7 (best of two games, Baker format; ESPN 
telecast Sunday, April 29, 1 p.m. ET) 

            PBA League Quarterfinal Match 4, Teams #6 vs. #3 (best of two ga mes, Baker format; ESPN 

telecast Sunday, April 29, 1 p.m. ET) 
  

Sunday, April 22  

Noon ï PBA League Semifinal Match #1, Winner Match #1 vs. Winner Match #2 (best of two games, 

Baker format; ESPN telecast Sunday, May 6, 1 p.m. ET) 

            PBA League Semifinal Match #2, Winner Match #3 vs. Winner Match #4 (best of two games, 
Baker format; ESPN telecast Sunday, May 6, 1 p.m. ET) 

3:30 p.m.  ï PBA League Elias Cup Championship (ESPN telecast Sunday, May 13, 1 p.m. ET)  

  

2018 PBA LEAGUE ROSTERS  

ƀ OceanView at Falmouth Brooklyn Styles  (manager Johnny Petraglia): Parker Bohn III, Walter Ray 

Williams Jr., Sean Rash, Matt OôGrady, Jason Sterner. 
ƀ Barbasol Motown Muscle  (manager Del Ballard Jr.): EJ Tackett, Francois Lavoie, Anthony Simonsen, 
Shota Kawazoe, Josh Blanchard. 
ƀ GEICO NYC WTT KingPins  (manager Carolyn Dorin-Ballard): Pete Weber, Marshall Kent, Sam 
Cooley, BJ Moore, Anthony Pepe. 
ƀ bowlin gball.com  L.A. X  (manager Andrew Cain): Jason Belmonte, Stuart Williams, Martin Larsen, 

Jakob Butturff, Osku Palermaa. 
ƀ Sysco  Philadelphia Hitmen  (manager Jason Couch): Dom Barrett, Tom Smallwood, Ronnie Russell, 

Matt Sanders, Chris Loschetter. 
ƀ Go Bowling! Silver Lake Atom Splitters  (manager Mark Baker): Chris Barnes, Jesper Svensson, 

Tom Daugherty, Dick Allen, AJ Johnson. 
ƀ Port Property Portland Lumberjacks  (manager Tim Mack): Ryan Ciminelli, Wes Malott, Kyle Troup, 
DJ Archer, Yannaphon Larpapharat. 
ƀ Shipyard Brewing Dallas Strikers : player-manager Norm Duke, Tommy Jones, Bill OôNeill, Rhino 
Page, Kyle Sherman. 
  

HISTORY OF PBA LEAGUE ELIAS CUP CHAMPIONS  

2013     NYC WTT KingPins presented by GEICO (Tommy Jones/Jack Jurek/John Szczerbinski/Scott 

Norton/Pete Weber/Kelly Kulick). 
2014    Silver Lake Atom Splitters (Bryon Smith/Chris Barnes/Dom Barrett/Wes Malott/Tommy Jones). 

2015     Bass Pro Shops Silver Lake Atom Splitters (Mika Koivuniemi/Chris Barnes/Craig Nidiffer/Tom 
Daugherty/Dick Allen)  

2016     GoBowling.com Dallas Strikers (Norm Duke/Bill OôNeill/Shawn Maldonado/BJ Moore/Tommy 

Jones) 
2017    Shipyard Brewing Dallas Strikers (Norm Duke/Bill OôNeill/Rhino Page/BJ Moore/Tommy Jones) 

  
HISTORY OF MARK ROTH PBA LEAGUE MVP AWARD  WINNERS  

2014     Chris Barnes 
2015     Dick Allen 

2016     Tommy Jones 
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2017     Norm Duke 

  

 

Williams, Belmonte Among Players Advancing to Second Day of 
USBC Masters Match Play 

by jschneider  |  Friday, April 13, 6:20 PM 

 

By Matt Cannizzaro, USBC Communications 

Despite a disappointing final round of qualifying at the 2018 United States Bowling 

Congress Masters, Alex Hoskins of Brigham City, Utah, was able to sneak into this 

year's double-elimination bracket, and he took advantage of the opportunity by notching 

two wins Friday at the Oncenter Convention Center. 

The 25-year-old right-hander defeated Denmark's Thomas Larsen (696-620) and Nick 

Pate of Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota (606-585), to remain undefeated in the 64-

player bracket. 

Also among the 16 unbeaten players are top qualifier Stuart Williams of England, 2007 

USBC Masters champion Sean Rash of Montgomery, Illinois, USBC Hall of Famer 

Steve Kloempken of Pleasant View, Utah, and 2017 U.S. Open winner Rhino Page of 

Orlando, Florida. 

"I definitely felt like I was out after the third round of qualifying," said Hoskins, who only 

rolled one game over 200 on the way to a 929 five-game set in Thursday's final 

qualifying round. "When I saw that I'd made it, it was kind of like I was playing with 

house money. I came out today with nothing to lose, no chip on my shoulder, and threw 

it pretty well the first two matches to come away with a couple of wins." 

Match play at the 2018 Masters will continue Saturday at 9 a.m. Eastern with 16 

matches - eight in the winners bracket and eight in the elimination bracket. The 32 

competitors are vying for the coveted Masters trophy and $30,000 top prize. 

The list of players remaining in the elimination bracket includes defending champion 

Jason Belmonte of Australia, Professional Bowlers Association Hall of Famer Chris 

Barnes of Double Oak, Texas, 2009 PBA Player of the Year Wes Malott of Pflugerville, 

Texas, and Pate, the 2016-2017 National Collegiate Bowling Coaches Association Most 

Valuable Player. 



The five-player stepladder finals will be broadcast live on ESPN on Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Eastern. 

Hoskins is competing in his second Masters and is looking to improve on the third-place 

finish he registered last year in his tournament debut. 

On the way to the No. 2 spot for last year's championship round, Hoskins collected wins 

against Barnes, 2016 PBA Player of the Year EJ Tackett of Huntington, Indiana, 

Argentina's Lucas Legnani, USBC and PBA Hall of Famer Pete Weber and Sweden's 

Martin Larsen, before falling to Belmonte in the match to determine the top seed. 

The memorable run through match play did amazing things for the young right-hander's 

confidence, and he returned this year intent on proving that his success wasn't a fluke. 

He also has watched last year's telecast on more than one occasion to see what he did 

right and what he could do differently. He described bowling on TV as the highest 

amount of pressure you can feel as a bowler and admits that nerves definitely were a 

factor. 

"Getting through some big names last year really has helped show me that I belong out 

here, and I can compete with these guys," said Hoskins, who fell to Michael Tang, 227-

217, in the semifinal of the 2017 Masters. "I wanted to come show that it wasn't a one-

time thing. Even though I don't bowl out here full-time, it's nice to get a week out here to 

compete." 

Hoskins will take on Larsen in Saturday's opening round. 

Four left-handers remain in contention at the 2018 Masters, and the group includes a 

pair of U.S. Open winners - Page and Ryan Ciminelli of Cheektowaga, New York - the 

2017 PBA Rookie of the Year (Matt Sanders of Evansville, Indiana) and a former 

member of Junior Team USA (Kenny Ryan of Farmingdale, New Jersey). Page and 

Ciminelli are in the winners bracket, and Sanders and Ryan are in the elimination 

bracket. 

Page's U.S. Open victory, the first major title of his career, came just down the street at 

Flamingo Bowl in Liverpool, New York, and his friends joked that if he's able to also win 

this week's Masters, he should consider buying a house in Syracuse. 



The 34-year-old's success at the Oncenter Convention Center has been well-earned 

after some recent changes in his game. Even after winning the U.S. Open in November, 

Page struggled in recent events, necessitating the changes. 

"I just made some recent changes in my game, but I'm still fighting the old me a little 

bit," said Page, a six-time PBA Tour champion. "Confidence-wise, I feel great. When I 

execute the way I want to, it's very good, but there is a little fighting back and forth that 

I'm dealing with. I've also struggled in this tournament in the past, so being able to win a 

couple matches today has me feeling a lot better, and I'm looking forward to the rest of 

the week." 

Page will meet Andrew Suscreba of Clifton, New Jersey, on Saturday morning. 

Belmonte, who is seeking his fifth Masters title since 2013 and record-tying 10th career 

major, will bowl Tim Pfeifer of Oak Dale, Pennsylvania, in his opening match Saturday. 

All competitors at the 2018 Masters bowled 15 games of qualifying over three days to 

determine the 63 players joining Belmonte in match play. 

The Masters is a major title on the PBA Tour, and all rounds of qualifying and match 

play are being livestreamed on Xtra Frame, the PBA's online bowling channel. For 

subscription information, visit PBA.com. 

 

 
Andrew Anderson Goes Undefeated in Match Play to Take Top Qualifier Honors For USBC Masters Finals 

by jschneider  |  Saturday, April 14, 6:20 PM  
 

Andrew Anderson Goes Undefeated in Match Play to Take Top Qualifier Honors For USBC Masters Finals 

By Matt Cannizzaro, USBC Communications 
 

Andrew Anderson's 2018 continues to get better and better , and he's now one win away from earning his 
first PBA Tour title as the top seed for the televised finals of the United States Bowling Congress Masters. 

 

The 22-year-old right -hander from Holly, Michigan, set the tone for the week w hen he paced the field 
through the first squad of qualifying at the Oncenter Convention Center, and a combination of patience, 

consistency and mental toughness helped him navigate unscathed through three rounds of qualifying and 
the double-elimination match-play bracket. 

 

In the  three-game match to determine the No. 1 seed for Sunday's championship round, Anderson 
topped Alex Hoskins of Brigham City, Utah, 613-487. Hoskins will enter the USBC Masters stepladder as 

the No. 2 seed for the second consecutive year. 
 



The two will be j oined on the show by Joe Paluszek of Bensalem, Pennsylvania, USBC Hall of Famer Steve 
Kloempken of Pleasant View, Utah, and six-time PBA Tour winner Rhino Page of Orlando, Florida, who 

survived the four -player elimination match that determined the last thr ee seeds. 
 

The Masters stepladder will be broadcast live on ESPN, beginning at 1 p.m. Eastern, with the champion 

taking home the coveted Masters trophy and $30,000 top prize.  
 

"There have been some blessings in disguise this year, and I've experienced some upset moments that 
have really driven me to get that much better," said Anderson, who had a high set of 663 and low set of 

613 in six matches this week. "I'm tired of not being good enough, so this year is kind of like my coming 
out party. I feel like I h ave something to prove to these guys, and I think I'm doing that so far, but a 

major and a title would be really nice."  

 
Anderson began his year by earning a spot on Team USA 2018, and he followed that with the first TV 

appearance of his PBA Tour career a month later at the PBA Tournament of Champions, where he lost to 
eventual champion Matt O'Grady in the semifinal. 

 

Though that experience didn't end with a trophy or a banner bearing his name, Anderson is ready to use 
what he learned from his TV debut to h is advantage Sunday in Syracuse. 

 
"It was my first show, and they said it was going to go fast," said Anderson, who has a pair of third -place 

finishes in his two full seasons on the PBA Tour. "It went terribly fast, and before I knew  it, my shoes 
were off.  This time, I really want to be the one holding the trophy. I want to be able to stick around and 

enjoy that, so I'm going to take the idea that I've been there before, and I can do it this time. I am 

thankful for the opportunity, an d I want to take advant age of it."  
 

Hoskins also will be drawing on the experience he gained in his TV debut, noting that the nerves he felt 
in 2017 have been replaced by excitement and confidence. 

 

The 25-year-old right -hander snuck into the 64-player bracket this week in the No. 56 spot and rolled to 
five consecutive wins before running out of gas against Anderson. He lost in the same match last year, 

falling to Australia's Jason Belmonte, who went on to win his record fourth Masters title.  
 

"I was basically just thrown out there last year and had no idea what to expect, since it was my first 

show," Hoskins said. "Even though this is only my second show, I can't even describe how valuable last 
year's experience was and how much that will help me tomorrow. I feel so much more confident and 

excited to bowl, compared to being incredibly nervous last year."  
 

Anderson and Hoskins will be appearing on a PBA Tour telecast for the second time each, and Paluszek 
and Kloempken will make their debuts under the PBA's TV lights, meaning the top four seeds have a 

combined two PBA television appearances, while Page, a six-time PBA Tour champion, will make the 20th 

of his career. 
 

Page's most recent win happened just a few miles away at Flamingo Bowl in Liverpool, New York, where 
he won the first major of his career - the 2017 U.S. Open - in November. 

 

Page and Kloempken will meet in the opening match Sunday, with the winner moving on to face 
Paluszek. 

 
The three emerged from the shootout match that included the final four p layers in the elimination 

bracket. Paluszek led the way with a 669 series to earn the No. 3 seed for TV and was followed by 
Kloempken (638) and Page (614), who will be No. 4 and No. 5, respectively. Andrew Suscreba of Clifton, 

New Jersey, rolled a 593 set and was eliminated. 



 
Beyond Page's past success in Syracuse, Kloempken recently found the spotlight at the Oncenter 

Convention Center by rolling the first perfect game of the 2018 USBC Open Championships on the way to 
the lead in Regular Doubles with former Team USA member David Haynes of Las Vegas. 

 

Hoskins also was a member of their team this year at the Open Championships, while Kloempken and 
Page have competed together in the past. 

 
All competitors at the 2018 Masters bowled 15 games of qualifying over three days to determine the 63 

players who joined Belmonte in match play.  
 

Defending champion Jason Belmonte finished tied for 25th after losing his second match earlier in the 

day Saturday. 
 

For complete Masters match play results click on http://scores.b owl.com/2018_Masters/Bracket.pdf 
 

 

 
 

 
Michiganôs Andrew Anderson Wins USBC Masters for First PBA Tour Title 

by jschneider  |  Sunday, April 15, 3:18 PM 
 

Michiganôs Andrew Anderson Wins USBC Masters for First PBA Tour Title 

By Aaron Smith, USBC Communications 
 

Andrew Anderson completed his schooling of the 360-player field at the 2018 USBC Masters by capturing 
his first career PBA Tour title on Sunday. 

 

The 22-year-old Team USA member from Holly, Michigan, went undefeated in match play at the 
Oncenter Convention Center this week and held off Alex Hoskins of Brigham City, Utah, in the 

championship match, 213-199, to win the coveted title and $30,000 top prize. Hoskins claimed $25,000 
for the run ner-up finish. 

 

The USBC Masters is a major on the PBA Tour schedule, and Sunday's championship round was 
broadcast live on ESPN. 

 
Anderson.Andrew action III_2018 Masters"This is surreal," said Anderson, who is working toward a 

degree in elementary education. "You think about it all the time, how cool it would be to hold  up that 
trophy, and it's unbelievable. I can't believe that just happened."  

 

Anderson and Hoskins were even early in the title tilt, before Anderson surged into the lead with four 
consecutive strikes starting in the fourth frame. He opened the door for Ho skins by chopping the 6-10 

combination in the eighth frame, but Hoskins was unable to take advantage, recording an open of his 
own in the eighth frame.  

 

Anderson finished the match first and had the opportunity to lock out Hoskins with a strike on the firs t 
delivery of his 10th frame, but he left a 4 pin. After converting the spare, Anderson left another 4 pin on 

his fill ball to give Hoskins a chance to throw three strikes for a one -pin victory. 
 

"The shot in the eighth was just a bad, bad shot," Anderson said. "I threw the shots in the ninth and 10th 
really well, and I would throw those over and over again. A couple of 4 pins gave him an opportunity."  

 



Hoskins recorded the first strike, but he left a 3-6-10 combination on his second shot to fall short.  
 

Anderson has had a memorable 2018, which also includes earning a spot on Team USA and a third-place 
finish at the PBA Tournament of Champions. Sunday marked the second TV appearance of his 

professional career, and he was able to put his experience to work as his game plan came together. 

 
"It really gave me so much more confidence," Anderson said. "I knew what to look for and was ready 

and more prepared. The game plan was always to be farther le ft than everybody, and the three right -
handers ahead of me made a little more hook to the right for me, so that helped me feel comfortable 

going in."  
 

Hoskins was making his second consecutive trip to the stepladder finals at the Masters. He finished third 

in his tournament debut last year in Las Vegas. Sunday, he again was looking to become the first 
amateur to win the Masters since Arizona's Brett Wolfe won the 2002 event.  

 
Anderson.Hoskins_2018 USBC Masters"I surprisingly wasn't as nervous as I thought I'd be in that 

moment," Hoskins said of his final frame. "I was pre tty calm and threw the first one really well. I think 

with how I saw the ball go through the pins, I felt like I needed to hit it a little harder on the second 
shot, and I got a lit tle slow. It wasn't my best shot, and that's what it comes down to. He made  better 

shots than I did, and that's why he's the winner."  
 

Hoskins' start to his semifinal match against USBC Hall of Famer and co-worker at Storm, Steve 
Kloempken of Pleasant View, Utah, didn't bode well for a trip to the championship match as he opened in 

three of his first four frames.  

 
After discussing what he was seeing on the lanes with his ball representatives, the 25-year-old right -

hander made a move and fired six consecutive strikes, including one in a must-strike situation to start the 
10th frame, to record the win and advance to face Anderson, 213 -197. 

 

Kloempken survived a back-and-forth match with Joe Paluszek of Bensalem, Pennsylvania, to advance to 
the semifinal, 189-188. With Paluszek finishing first, Kloempken converted a 10 pin after a str ike in the 

10th frame to secure the win.  
 

In Sunday's opening match, Kloempken rebounded from an early open frame to deliver seven 

consecutive strikes on his way to a 243-211 victory over 2017 U.S. Open champion Rhino Page of 
Orlando, Florida. 

 
Competitors in the sold-out field this week bowled 15 games of qualifying, before a cut was made to the 

top 63, who joined defending champion Jason Belmonte of Australia in the double -elimination match-play 
bracket. Belmonte finished tied for 25th place.  

 

2018 USBC MASTERS  
At Oncenter Convention Center  

Syracuse, N.Y.  
 

Sundayôs Results  

Final standings  
1, Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., 213 (one game), $30,000.  

2, Alex Hoskins (a), Brigham City, Utah, 412 (two games), $25,000.  
3, Steve Kloempken (a), Pleasant View, Utah, 629 (three games), $15,000.  

4, Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., 188 (one game), $10,000.  
5, Rhino Page, Orlando, Fla., 211 (one game), $8,000.  

 



Stepladder results  
Match One ï Kloempken def. Page, 243-211.  

Match Two ï Kloempken def. Paluszek, 189-188.  
Semifinal ï Hoskins def. Kloempken, 213-197.  

Championship ï Anderson def. Hoskins, 213-199. 

 
a-denotes amateur 

 
 

 
 

2018 PBA50 Tour Season Kicks Off in Sunshine State With Florida Open  

and PBA50 National Championship  

Reigning PBA50 Player of the Year Brian LeClair begins season with injury concerns 
  

CHICAGO, Ill. (April 16, 2018) ï Reigning PBA50 Player of the Year Brian LeClair heads a list of PBAôs 
top players ages 50 and over who will open the 2018 PBA50 Tour season in the Sunshine State on April 

22 with the PBA50 Florida Open and the PBA50 National Championship. 
  

The PBA50 Florida Open, formerly the Pasco County Florida Open, will be conducted April 22-23 at Lane 

Glo Bowl in New Port Richey followed by the seasonôs first major championship, the PBA50 National 
Championship presented by Spanish Springs Lanes and Radical April 24-28, in The Villages. 

  
Both events will be streamed live in their entirety on PBAôs online bowling channel Xtra Frame. For Xtra 

Frame subscription and schedule information visit www.xtraframe.tv . 
  

LeClair enters the 2018 season with some trepidation because of an aggravated ACL injury to his left 

knee. He sustained the injury while bowling in a local tournament in early Mar ch and has been able to 
bowl only a few games over the last several weeks. 

  
ñI started bowling last week for the first time in more than a month,ò said the 53-year-old LeClair.  ñI 

probably wonôt know how well it will hold up until I start competing. Iôm not so much worried about the 

pain because I can bowl through some of that ï itôs the stability that Iôm worried about.ò 

  

Ironically, itôs the second consecutive year that LeClair has had to deal with an injury shortly before the 
start of the season. Last year it was a recurring back injury.  

  
ñLast year I had an issue with my back but was able to get it worked out before the season started,ò he 

said. ñNow, I have this issue with the knee, which is very disappointing because Iôve been looking 

forward to the start of this season since the day after last season ended.ò 

  

LeClair got his player of the year season off to a fast start with a 191 -187 win over Norm Duke to win the 
2017 Pasco County Florida Open. It was the first of two wins that made him the only player to win more 

than one title in 2017. His second win came in the Johnny Petraglia BVL Open. 

  
He spent nearly two decades competing regularly on the PBA Tour without a win but his lengthy career 

was finally rewarded when he won PBA50 Player of the Year honors thanks to his two titles and a runner -
up finish in the Suncoast PBA Senior U.S. Open. 

  

ñIôm anxious to get back out there if all goes well and prove that last season wasnôt a fluke,ò LeClair 
added. ñAs I said before, it was the most satisfying accomplishment in my career because I was able to 

achieve it bowling on a tour that included some of b owlingôs all-time greats.ò 

  

http://www.xtraframe.tv/


Among those greats scheduled to compete in the opening events of the season will be a host of Hall of 
Famers including Walter Ray Williams Jr., Pete Weber, Parker Bohn III, Amleto Monacelli, Johnny 

Petraglia, Mark Williams, Bryan Goebel and two-time PBA50 Player of the Year Ron Mohr, who was 
inducted into the PBA Hall of Fame in 2018. 

  

While not a major in 2017, top qualifier Len nie Boresch Jr. of Kenosha, Wis., led The Villages event wire-
to-wire and beat Bob Learn Jr., 264-213, in the title match for his second Sun Bowl In The Villages win 

and third career PBA50 Tour title. 
  

Competition begins with Florida Open qualifying on Sunday, April 22 at 8 a.m. ET with one 10-game 
qualifying round followed by cashers and match play rounds beginning at 8:30 a.m.  on Monday, April 

23.  After match play the top five players will advance to the stepladder finals scheduled for  7 

p.m. Practice for the event is scheduled for 9 a.m. - Noon on Saturday, April 21. 
  

The PBA50 National Championship will get underway with the first of three six -game qualifying rounds 
on Wednesday, April 25, beginning at 9 a.m. followed by second and third rounds on April 26 and 27. 

The top 32 players will then advance to the first eight -game match play round at  9 a.m. on April 

28 before a cut to the top 16 players for the second match play round at  2 p.m. which will determine the 
top five for the stepladder finals at  7 p.m. The practice session is scheduled for April 24 from 9 a.m. -

12:30 p.m.  

  

For PBA50 Florida Open admission and pro-am information contact Lane Glo Bowl at (727) 376-1164. For 
PBA50 National Championship admission and pro-am information contact Spanish Springs Lanes at (352) 

750-9440. 

  
PBA50 FLORIDA OPEN SCHEDULE  

Lane Glo Bowl, New Port Richey, Fla.  

(All times Eastern)  

  

Saturday, April 21  
9 a.m. - Noon - Practice Session 

 
Sunday, April 22  

8 a.m. - A Squad qualifying (10 games)  

1:30 p.m.  - B Squad qualifying (10 games) 
 

Monday, April 23  
8:30 a.m.  ï Cashers Round  (5 games) 

Noon ï Match Play Round 1 Qualifying (5 games) 
3:15 p.m.  ï Match Play Round 2 (6 games) 

Top five advance to stepladder finals 

7 p.m. ï Stepladder finals 

  

PBA50 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP S CHEDULE 

Presented by Spanish Springs Lanes and Radical  

Spanish Springs Lanes, The Villages, Fla.  

  
Tuesday, April 24  

A Squad Practice Session: 9-10 a.m. 
B Squad Practice Session: 10:15-11:15 a.m.  

C Squad Practice Session: 11:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m.  
Pro-Am squads: 2, 4:30 p.m.  

 



Wednesday,  April  25  
9 a.m. - A Squad qualifying (6 games) 

1 p.m. - B Squad qualifying (6 games)  
5 p.m. - C Squad qualifying (6 games) 

 

Thursday,  April  26  
9 a.m. - B Squad qualifying (6 games) 

1 p.m. - C Squad qualifying (6 games) 
5 p.m. - A Squad qualifying (6 games) 

  
Friday,  April  27  

9 a.m. - C Squad qualifying (6 games) 

1 p.m. - A Squad qualifying (6 games) 
5 p.m. - B Squad qualifying (6 games) 

Top 32 advance to Match Play Round  1 

Saturday,  April  28  

9 a.m. - Match Play Round 1 (8 games) 

Top 16 bowlers advance to Match Play Round 2 
2 p.m. - Match Play Round 2 (8 games) 

Top five bowlers advance to stepladder finals 

7 p.m. ï Stepladder finals 

 
 

 
64 -Player Match Play Bracket Pairings Set  

for Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine S hootout  
Live Xtra Frame coverage begins at 10 a.m. ET Tuesday from Bayside Bowl in Portland 

  
PORTLAND, Maine (April 16, 2018)  ï Matchups for the Professional Bowlers Associationôs Port 

Property Management PBA Maine Shootout, a 64-player single-elimination match play tournament, were 

decided by random draw at Bayside Bowl Monday, heading into the two-day best-of-three-game 
competition Tuesday and Wednesday. 
  
The Maine Shootout is the first of eight PBA Tour Xtra Frame events scheduled for 2018, and it will be 

the final qualifying event in decided the top eight players in combined earnings from 2 016 through this 
event who will compete in the PBA Tour Finals in May at Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Mich. 
  
The match play eliminations begin with  Tuesdayôs starting field of 64 players, with winners advancing to 
the Round of 32 later  Tuesday. Those winners will battle  Wednesday in elimination rounds to determine 

the winner of the $10,000 first prize and a PBA Tour title, if the winner is a PBA member. All of th e 
competition will be covered live on PBAôs exclusive online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. 
  
Some of Tuesdayôs marque opening-round matches will include: PBA Tour titlists Sean Rash of 
Montgomery, Ill., vs. Dick Allen of Columbia, S.C., in Bracket A; 2018 Go Bowling! PBA 60th Anniversary 

Classic winner Jakob Butturff of Tempe, Ariz., vs. PBA Hall of Famer Norm Duke in Bracket B; Jason 
Belmonte vs. Sam Cooley in a Bracket C battle of Australians; and 2016 Xtra Frame Maine Shootout 

champion Ryan Ciminelli of Clarence, N.Y., vs. Jason Sterner of Rockledge, Fla., plus the PBAôs all-time 
leading title winner, 58-year-old Walter Ray Williams Jr. vs. Swedenôs 23-year-old two-handed star, 

Jesper Svensson, in Bracket D. 
  



The Bracket A and B winners will advance to the Round of 32 Tuesday at 7 p.m. while the Bracket C & D 
winners will bowl their second roun d at 8:30 p.m.  
  
Round of 16, Round of 8, semifinal and championship rounds will be contested Wednesday, with the 

best-of-three-game title match scheduled for 7:30 p.m. EDT. Every match will be covered live on Xtra 

Frame. For subscription information, visit xtraframe.tv . 
  
PORT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PBA XTRA FRAME  
MAINE SHOOTOUT MATCH PLAY SCHEDULE  
Bayside Bowl, Portland,  Maine,  (all matches are best of three games, winners advance to 
Round of 32; losers are eliminated; all times are Eastern)  
  
TUESDAY, APRIL 17  
  
10 a.m.  -  Round of 64, Bracket A   
Martin Larsen, Sweden, vs. n-Alex Aguiar, Dartmouth, Mass. 
Joey Burruel, Glendale, Ariz., vs. Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas 
n-Jimmy Clark, Hermon, N.H., vs. Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa. 
n-Joseph Colcord, Portland, Maine, vs. DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas 
Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., vs. Kamron Doyle, Brentwood, Tenn. 
Steven Black, Maricopa, Ariz., vs. Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich. 
Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., vs. Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo. 
Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., vs. Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C. 
  
11:30 a.m.  -  Round of 64, Bracket B   
Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., vs. Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich. 
Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, vs. Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C. 
Cody Shoemaker, Hanover, Pa., vs. Andrew Cain, Phoenix 
Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., vs. Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla. 
John Furey, Howell, N.J., vs. n-Zachary Louten, Portland, Maine 
Shota Kawazoe, Japan, vs. Francois Lavoie, Canada 
Patrick Girard, Canada, vs. n-Rauno Kuusk, Portland, Maine 
n-Charlie Mitchell, Portland, Maine, vs. Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., 
  
2:30 p.m.  -  Round of 64, Bracket C  
Nicholas Pate, Inver Grove Heights, Minn., vs. Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y. 
Stuart Williams, England, vs. Nate Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla. 
Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., vs. Dom Barrett, England 
Francois Louw, South Africa, vs. AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill. 
EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., vs. Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla.  
Sam Cooley, Australia, vs. Jason Belmonte, Australia 
Michael Klosin, Windham, N.H., vs. Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas 
Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, vs. Andres Gomez, Colombia 
  
4 p.m.  -  Round of 64, Bracket D  

Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y. vs. Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla. 
BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., vs. Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J. 
Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., vs. Thomas Larsen, Denmark 
Charlie Brown Jr, Grandville, Mich., vs. Michael Markis, Tafton, Pa. 
Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., vs. Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas 
Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., vs. Jesper Svensson, Sweden 
n-Joshua Porter, Arundel, Maine, vs. Osku Palermaa, Finland 
Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., vs. Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio 

http://xtraframe.tv/


  
7 p.m. ï Round of 32, Bracket A & B winners 
8:30 p.m.  ï Round of 32, Bracket C & D winners 
  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18  
11 a.m. ï Round of 16 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 
2 p.m. ï Round of 8 best-of-three-game single elimination matches 
6 p.m. ï Semifinal round best-of-three-game single elimination matches 
7:30 p.m.  ï Championship match, best of three games 
  
n-denotes non-member 
 

 
Walter Ray Williams Jr. Wins PBA Bowlers Discount Open for 107th PBA Title  

  
TOWSON, Md. (April 15, 2018)  ï PBA Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams of Oxford, Fla., rolled the final five 

strikes to defeat Adam Chase of North Babylon, N.Y., 237-235, in the title match of the PBA Bowlers Discount 
Eastern Open presented by Hammer at AMF Towson LanesSunday, boosting his all-time PBA titles record total 

to 107.  

  
Williams, who had a free weekend between the USBC Masters and the Port Property Management PBA Xtra 

Frame Maine Shootout in Portland, qualified second behind Australiaôs Sam Cooley.  He disposed of Eric Cornog 
of Cherry Hill, N.J., 2-1, in the best -of-three-game Round of 8 before slipping past Ryan Shafer of Horseheads, 

N.Y., in the semifinal round, 172-163, when Shafer failed to strike in his 10th frame.   
  

Chase, who was looking for his first PBA title, qualified fourth an d eliminated Gary Haines of West Babylon, 
N.Y., 2-0, before ousting Steve Pavlinko Jr. of Sewell, N.J., 213-157, in his semifinal match. Chase saw his 

chance to beat Williams disappear when he left a 10 in on his second shot in the 10th frame after strikin g on 

his first shot.  
  

For the 58-year-old Williams, the win meant $2,500 in prize money along with his 33rd standard PBA Regional 
title to go along with 47 PBA Tour, 11 PBA50 Tour and 16 PBA50 Regional titles.  Shafer and Pavlinko earned 

$1,000 apiece. 
  

The next PBA East Region event is the PBA Rockaway Lanes Open presented by Storm hosted by Rockaway 
Lanes in Rockaway, N.J., April 27-29. 

  

PBA BOWLERS DISCOUNT EASTERN OPEN  

presented by Hammer  

AMF Towson Lanes, Towson, Md.,  Sunday  

  

Championship:  Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla. ($2,500) def. Adam Chase, North Babylon, N.Y., 
($1,300), 237-235. 

  
Semifinal Round (losers earned $1,000):  

Williams def. Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 172-163. 

Chase def., Steve Pavlinko Jr., Sewell, N.J. 213-157. 
  

Round of  8 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $800 each):  

Williams def. Eric Cornog, Cherry Hill, N.J., 2-1. 

Chase def. Gary Haines, W. Babylon, N.Y., 2-0. 
Shafer def. Danny Wiseman, Baltimore, 2-1. 

Pavlinko def. Sam Cooley, Australia, 2-1. 
  

Round  of 12 (best of three games, losers eliminated and earned $650 each):  



Pavlinko def. Johnathan Bower, Middletown, Pa., 2-0. 
Cornog def. Tim Foy Jr., Seaford, Del., 2-0. 

Haines def. Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 2-0. 
Wiseman def. Paul Kaminski, Yorkville, Ill., 2 -0. 

  
Round of 16 (best of three games, lose rs eliminated and earned $600 each):  

Pavlinko def. Scott Denlinger, Lancaster, Pa., 2-0. 
Foy def. n-Jarrett DeFalco, Leesburg, Va., 2-0. 

Kaminski def. n-Anthony Bonnell, Jr., Baltimore, 2-0. 

Haines def. n-Bryan Lindecamp, North East, Md., 2-1. 
  

n-designates non-member 
 

 

Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout Field Down to 16  
Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams Jr. among survivors at Bayside Bowl in Portland 

  
PORTLAND, Maine (April 17, 2018)  ï The field of survivors in the Professional Bowlers Associationôs 

Port Property Management PBA Maine Shootout is down to 16 after two rounds of best-of-three-game, 

single elimination matches at Bayside Bowl Tuesday. 
  
Among the players still in contention  for Wednesdayôs final rounds, in additio n to defending champion 
Ryan Ciminelli of Clarence, N.Y., is 58-year-old PBA Hall of Famer Walter Ray Williams Jr. of Oxford, Fla., 

who last won a PBA Tour title eight years ago. 
  
ñAs long as I still have my sponsors, Iôm going to keep bowling,ò the PBAôs all-time titles record -holder 

said. ñI donôt care for this kind of tournament format, but maybe itôs to my advantage at this point. I 
always believed the more games you bowled, the better bowlers would always win, but Iôm not sure I 

could keep up with all of the young guys these days if thatôs what we had to do all of the time.ò 

Williams, who won his record 47th PBA Tour title in the 2010 USBC Masters, still competes in all of the 

PBA Tour events against a majority of players half his age, and heôs an active ï and highly competitive ï 

player on the PBA50 Tour. In between national tournaments, he bowls weekend PBA Regional events 
against both ñkidsò and seniors. On Sunday while on his way to Portland, Williams made a stop in 

Towson, Md., where he won another PBA Regional. He now has an all-time record of 107 victories at all 
levels of PBA tournament competition. 
  
Tuesday, Williams swept 23-year-old Swedish two-handed star Jesper Svensson in his first best-of-three-
game match, 194-184 and 225-215. In the  evening Round of 16, he rallied from a one-game deficit to 

eliminate recently-inducted PBA Hall of Famer Chris Barnes of Double Oak, Texas, 188-223, 257-226, 
227-222. 
  
Ciminelli, who won the last PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout held in 2016, advanced with a 219-181, 248-

257, 288-263 victory over Jason Sterner of Rockledge, Fla., and a 256-159, 214-193 sweep of BJ Moore 

of Greensburg, Pa., in the Round of 16. 
  
Also advancing was 2017 PBA Player of the Year Jason Belmonte of Australia who threw the tournamentôs 
first perfect game as part of a 217 -191, 300-236 sweep of 2016 Player of the Year EJ Tackett of 

Huntington, Ind. And in a battle of emerging stars, 22 -year-old Andrew Anderson of Holly, Mich., fresh 

off winning his f irst PBA Tour title in the USBC Masters Sunday in Syracuse, N.Y., had to rally to oust 
highly-regarded rookie Kamron Doyle of Brentwood, Tenn., 189-252, 201-201, 10-9 in one ball roll -off, 

238-227. In the second game, Anderson struck in the one-ball roll-off after they tied at 201 and 

Doyle left a wobbling 10 pin that eventually cost him the game. 



All rounds of the Maine Shootout, the first of eight PBA Tour Xtra Frame events scheduled for 2018, is 
being covered live on PBAôs exclusive online bowling channel, Xtra Frame. For subscription information, 

visit xtraframe.tv . 
  
Round of 16, Round of 8, semifinal and championship rounds will be contested Wednesday, with the 

best-of-three-game title match scheduled for 7:30 p.m. EDT. Every match will be covered live on Xtra 
Frame. 
  
PORT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PBA XTRA FRAME  
MAINE SHOOTOUT MATCH PLAY SCHEDULE  
Bayside Bowl, Portland, Maine, April 17  (all matches are best of three games, winners 
advance to Round of 32; lose rs are eliminated; all time s are Eastern)  
  
Round of 64 (best of three games, losers eliminated):  
n-Alex Aguiar, Dartmouth, Mass., def. Martin Larsen, Sweden, 2-0 (265-238, 257-248). 
Wes Malott, Pflugerville, Texas, def. Joey Burruel, Glendale, Ariz., 2-0 (188-175, 202-171). 

Bill O'Neill, Langhorne, Pa., def. n-Jimmy Clark, Hermon, N.H., 2-0 (237-175, 265-205). 

DJ Archer, Friendswood, Texas, def. n-Joseph Colcord, Portland, Maine, 2-0 (222-195, 223-179). 
Kamron Doyle, Brentwood, Tenn., def. Brad Angelo, Lockport, N.Y., 2-1 (223-235, 279-248, 224-211). 

Andrew Anderson, Holly, Mich., def. Steven Black, Maricopa, Ariz., 2-0 (246-183, 233-195). 
Kyle Troup, Taylorsville, N.C., def. Brad Miller, Maryland Heights, Mo., 2-1 (204-216, 197-164, 202-180). 

Dick Allen, Columbia, S.C., def. Sean Rash, Montgomery, Ill., 2 -0 (258-256, 266-223). 
Ryan Ciminelli, Clarence, N.Y., def. Jason Sterner, Rockledge, Fla., 2-1 (219-181, 248-257, 288-263). 

BJ Moore, Greensburg, Pa., def. Matt O'Grady, Rahway, N.J., 2-1 (254-233, 183-186, 256-172). 

Thomas Larsen, Denmark, def. Ronnie Russell, Marion, Ind., 2-0 (239-224, 255-236). 
Charlie Brown Jr., Grandville, Mich., def. Michael Markis, Tafton, Pa., 2-0 (223-144, 216-213). 

Chris Barnes, Double Oak, Texas, def. Marshall Kent, Yakima, Wash., 2-0 (232-229, 190-184). 
Walter Ray Williams Jr., Oxford, Fla., def. Jesper Svensson, Sweden, 2-0 (194-184, 225-215). 

Osku Palermaa, Finland, def. Joshua Porter, Arundel, Maine, 2-0 (220-170, 245-154). 

Kyle Sherman, O'Fallon, Mo., def. Chris Loschetter, Avon, Ohio, 2-0 (210-161, 237-219). 
Tom Smallwood, Saginaw, Mich., def. Greg Ostrander, Freehold, N.J., 2-1 (212-232, 213-178, 246-189). 

Matt Sanders, Indianapolis, def. Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, S.C., 2-1 (224-224, 193-192, 211-194). 
Cody Shoemaker, Hanover, Pa., def. Andrew Cain, Phoenix, 2-0 (268-178, 230-209). 

Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., def. Jakob Butturff, Tempe, Ariz., 2 -1 (179-213, 278-247, 213-190). 

John Furey, Howell, N.J., def. n-Zachary Louten, Portland, Maine, 2-1 (183-204, 175-146, 191-137). 
Francois Lavoie, Canada, def. Shota Kawazoe, Japan, 2-1 (243-208, 226-238, 225-213). 

Patrick Girard, Canada, def. n-Rauno Kuusk, Portland, Maine, 2-0 (238-128, 241-146). 
Joe Paluszek, Bensalem, Pa., def. n-Charlie Mitchell, Portland, Maine, 2-0 (216-178, 226-183). 
Anthony Pepe, Elmhurst, N.Y., def. Nicholas Pate, Inver Grove Heights, Minn., 2-0 (246-246, 269-238). 
Stuart Williams, England, def. Nate Garcia, Port St. Lucie, Fla., 2-0 (255-213, 245-237). 

Dom Barrett, England, def. Josh Blanchard, Mesa, Ariz., 2-1 (237-250, 257-239, 270-236). 

Francois Louw, South Africa, def. AJ Johnson, Oswego, Ill., 2-0 (238-217, 210-204). 
EJ Tackett, Huntington, Ind., def. Tom Daugherty, Riverview, Fla., 2 -0 (255-191, 247-205). 

Jason Belmonte, Australia, def. Sam Cooley, Australia, 2-1 (245-246, 258-210, 234-195). 
Anthony Simonsen, Austin, Texas, def. Michael Klosin, Windham, N.H., 2-0 (232-193, 248-213). 

Yannaphon Larpapharat, Thailand, def. Andres Gomez, Colombia, 2-0 (244-213, 204-203). 

Round of 32 (best of three games, sin gle -elimination match play;  winners advance to Round 
of 16, losers each earned $1,000):  
Belmonte def. Tackett, 2-0 (217-191, 300-236). 
Simonsen def. Larpapharat, 2-0 (222-222, 9-10; 224-220, 259-233). 

Anderson def. Doyle, 2-1 (189-252, 201-201, 10-9; 238-227). 
Allen def. Troup, 2-0 (269-180, 226-207). 

http://xtraframe.tv/


Pepe def. S. Williams, 2-1 (172-168, 186-238, 245-203). 
Louw def. Barrett, 2 -0 (213-193, 236-165). 

Malott def. Aguiar, 2-0 (259-233, 256-212). 
O'Neill def. Archer, 2-0 (248-180, 264-158). 
W.R. Williams def. Barnes, 2-1 (188-223, 257-226, 227-222). 

Palermaa def. Sherman, 2-1 (244-227, 227-279, 259-199). 
Furey def. Lavoie, 2-0 (254-205, 252-248). 

Girard def. Paluszek, 2-0 (243-176, 258-169). 
Shoemaker def. Duke, 2-1 (217-211, 196-255, 238-236). 

Ciminelli def. Moore, 2-0 (256-159, 214-193). 
T. Larsen def. Brown, 2-1 (198-221, 269-193, 226-225). 

Sanders def. Smallwood, 2-0 (234-203, 191-166). 
  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18  
11 a.m. ï Round of 16 pairings (winners advance to Round of 8, losers earn $1,500):  
            Belmonte vs. Simonsen. 
            Anderson vs. Allen. 
            Pepe vs. Louw. 
            Malott vs. OôNeill. 
            W.R. Williams vs. Palermaa. 
            Furey vs. Girard. 
            Shoemaker vs. Ciminelli. 
            T. Larsen vs. Sanders. 
2 p.m. ï Round of 8, best-of-three-game single elimination matches (losers earn $2,500). 
6 p.m. ï Semifinal round, best-of-three-game single elimination matches (losers earned $4,000). 
7:30 p.m.  ï Championship match, best of three games (winner earns $10,000, loser earns $6,000). 
  
n-denotes non-member 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

PBA Spare Shots  

  
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED TO ANDREW ANDERSONé 

Winning the United States Bowling Congress Masters Sunday in Syracuse, N.Y., was the biggest moment 

in 22-year-old Andrew Anderson ôs young bowling career, but itôs what happened afterward that will 
make the experience unforgettable. 



  
The second-year PBA member, riding a hot streak after a third -place finish in the PBA Tournament of 

Champions in February followed by his first PBA Tour victory in the Masters, was headed back home to 
Holly, Mich., when PBA CEO and Commissioner Tom Clark,  fellow competitor  Chris Barnes , the 

recently-inducted PBA Hall of Famer, and others convinced Anderson he should head to Portland, Maine, 

instead to bowl in  the Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout. 
  

Because Anderson had not been drafted by an OceanView at Falmouth PBA League team, which will 
compete later in the week at Bayside Bowl in Portland, he had planned to bypass the Xtra Frame event 

preceding PBA League competition in Maine. 
  

But with his plans changed, Anderson headed to the airport in Syracuse to fly to Portland. Clark, Barnes, 

PBA Vice President-Marketing Janay Haggerty,  PBA Social Media Manager Kim Richter  and a bunch of 
other PBA players and staff members also were at the airport when all flights out of Syracuse were 

cancelled. Thatôs when the ñfunò began as everyone scrambled to figure out how to get to Portland. 

  

ñIôm at the airport when Barnes texted me and asked what I was going to do,ò Anderson said. ñI was 

headed off to rent a car when I ran into Kim (Richter) and Tom (Clark) coming down the stairs.ò 

  

Haggerty was off looking for a car to rent for the PBA staffers drive to Portland, and they asked Anderson 
and Barnes if theyôd like to ride along. 

  
ñIôm waiting for Chris, who was trying to get a refund for his flight, when Janay rolls up with a mini van,ò 

Anderson said. 

  
Despite horrid weather conditions, including freezing rain and frigid wind, the fivesome headed to 

Portland ï about a half-hour behind PBA Deputy Commissioner Kirk von Krueger  and his wife, Mary, 
who had gotten a head start. Richter was behind the wheel at the start, and Barnes took over driving 

duties as they headed through New Hampshire, when the vanôs digital reading suddenly indicated the left 

rear tire was losing airéat a rapid pace. 

  

ñThere was no exit for about five miles,ò Haggerty said, ñbut we finally got to a gas station in the middle 
of nowhere that was still open at around  midnight on Sunday. 

  

ñTom and Barnes went into the gas station, and Tom comes out with a can of inflate-a-tire,ò the 6-foot-2 
Anderson said. ñHe wasnôt sure what to do with it, so Janay (who is 5-foot-4) loaned me her jacket, and I 

tried to inflate the tire for 15 -20 minutes in cold, freezing rain. The tire looked better, but then I saw big 
hole blowing air out as fast as it was going in.ò 

  
So Anderson gave up and went inside for a cup of hot chocolate. ñI had $1 in my pocket,ò he grinned. 

ñéAnd a check for $30,000,ò Haggerty added with a laugh.  

  
The station attendant ñcompedò the hot chocolate, and told the group he had a buddy who did roadside 

repairs. So a quick call summoned help. 
  

The PBA group never got his name, but afterward they nicknamed their rescuer ñLugnut.ò Haggertyôs 

earlier call to the car rental company had resulted in little help other than learning most rental cars these 
days do not include a spare tireéand that help would not be on its way until Monday morning. 

  
ñLugnut,ò however, knew there was a ñsecret compartmentò in the van that housed an emergency ñtireò 

of sorts. After unloading all of the luggage and bowling equipment in the van, Lugnut found the 
emergency tire, inflated it and the group was almost ready t o resume the trip as Lugnut drove away. But 

suddenly Lugnut put his tow truck in reverse and roared back at high speed.  



  
ñI forgot to check lugnuts,ò he said. ñI wouldnôt be able to sleep if I didnôt check the lugnuts.ò Hence the 

nicknameé 

  

Like all good stories, this one ended at almost 4 a.m. when the cold, weary PBA travelers checked into 

their hotel rooms in Portland, fortunate that there was no serious activity other than a practice session 
scheduled for Monday. 

  
ñIôm going to tell this story the rest of my life,ò Anderson said. ñWho would have thoughté I had no plans 

whatsoever about coming to Maine, but those guys all talked me into coming, so itôs their faultéò 

  

Editorôs Note: There are no photos available. What happens in New Hampshire stays in New Hampshireé 

  
PBA-PWBAôS NEW 18-WHEEL BILLBOARD READY TO ROLL ACROSS AMERICA  

The PBA and Professional Womenôs Bowling Association have unveiled a cooperative billboard on 18 
wheels that will be seen by thousands of motorists who will ñfollowò professional bowling as it traverses 

the country in  the months ahead. 

  
The co-branded PBA-PWBA semi-trailer ï one of two that transport bowling equipment for the 

professional tours ï prominently features PBA stars Jason Belmonte, EJ Tackett and Dom Barrett on one 
half, and PWBA stars Shannon OôKeefe, Daria Pajak and Liz Johnson on the other, with additional players 

shaded in the background. The 53-foot trailer is expected to travel roughly 65,000 miles in a given year. 
For perspective, that translates into roughly 2 1 one-way trips between Portland, Maine, and the Pacific 

Coast. 

  
BAYSIDE BOWL INTRODUCES ñPBA SPECIALITY PIZZASò 

Before Bayside Bowl opened a few years back, co-owners Charlie Mitchell  and Justin Alfond  did 
considerable research into bowling center menus to plan their food service offerings. Sin ce bringing PBA 

competition to Portland, Maine, Bayside Bowl has expanded its menu with a few PBA-inspired specialty 

pizzas. 
  

ñNamed after a few of our favorite PBA bowlers, these pizzas will bring out the pro in you,ò the menu 
says. Mitchell admitted they arenôt actually pizzas created by the players themselves, but, well, they each 

have a certain flair:  

  
Å The Malott:  bbq, chicken, corn, shaved red onion, bacon with farmer cheese. 

Å The Troup:  Carolina gold sauce, hamburger, fresh tomato, red onion, hou se pickles, fresh mozzarella 
and American cheese, topped with lettuce. 

Å The Duke:  pesto, roasted cherry tomatoes, carmelized onions, mushrooms, roasted red peppers and 
fontal cheese. 

Å The Weber:  red sauce, meatball, fresh mozzarella, mixed herbs. 

  
SEAN RASH CLINCHES BERTH IN 2018 PBA TOUR FINALS  

In the wake of last weekôs USBC Masters in Syracuse, N.Y., the field of possible contenders to 
unseat Sean Rash  as the eighth player in the elite field for the upcomi ng PBA Tour Finals in Allen Park, 

Mich., was reduced to Tom Smallwood  of Saginaw, Mich. 

  
With only this weekôs Port Property Management PBA Xtra Frame Maine Shootout remaining to qualify for 

the PBA Tour Finals, Smallwoodôs bid to displace Rash fell short when he lost his best-of-three-game 
Round of 32 match to 2017 PBA Rookie of the Year Matt Sanders of Indianapolis. Coming into the Xtra 

Frame event in Portland, Smallwood had to finish fourth or higher to overtake Rash after Rash was 
eliminated in the opening round in Portland, failing to cash. Smallwood, who was $3,995 behind, earned 

$1,000 in his loss. 




