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Mission Statement: To provide bowling fans important bowling news, thoughtful analysis, and 
keen observations of both professional and local bowling tournaments. 

Vision Statement:   To be the highest quality bowling publication that the author can create using 
the best of his knowledge and observation. 

Motto: 

To inspire bowling fans with important bowling news, thoughtful analysis and keen observations of 
both professional and local bowling tournaments. 

Slogan: 

Know it all with Bowlology 

     900 Provident Drive Warsaw, IN 46580 

              574-306-2076 

   joshhydebowling@gmail.com 

Bowler’s, Pro-Shop Operators, Coaches, Tournament Directors, Bowling 
Journalists, Bowling Proprietors & fans of the sport. 
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Open Spare Strike 
Bowler falls off balance at the foul line Physical Game Frame 2 

Bowler cannot identify his PAP Ball Dynamics Frame 3 

Bowler is muscling the ball Physical Game Frame 2 

Bowler is not choosing the right ball Lane Play and/or Ball Dynamics Frames 3 thru 5 

Bowler misses spares Knowledge of the Sport Frame 1 

Bowler is not using the correct surface on the ball Ball Dynamics Frame 3 & 5 

Bowler is not reading the lanes right Lane Play Frame 4 

Bowler is using the wrong layout Ball Dynamics Frame 3 

Bowler is playing in the wrong area on the lane Lane Play Frame 4 

Bowler is leaving the ten pin and is unable to string strikes Lane Play Frame 4 

Bowler fails to acknowledge bowlers on adjacent lanes Knowledge of the Sport Frame 1 

Bowler stands in the same spot every frame and does not adjust Lane Play Frame 4 

Bowler bowls well on house pattern but has trouble bowling on other patterns Lane Play Frame 4 

Bowler misses double wood spares Knowledge of the Sport Frame 1 

A two handed bowler is going down throughout his approach.  Physical Game Frame 2 

Bowler is having his axis tilt & rotation. Ball Dynamics Frame 5 

Bowler does not understand lane courtesy Knowledge of the Sport Frame 1 

This chart is for Bowlologists to use as a reference to help other bowlers. 

The "Open" represents the problem. 
The "Spare" represents the four key areas - Knowledge of the Sport, Physical 

Game, Ball Dynamics and Lane Play. 

The "Strike" refers to the specific frame(s) in the Bowlology book. 

 Bowlologist Problem-Solving Chart  
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 One of the first Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletters featured the editor’s thoughts on the sport of bowling. Rather than a 

general discussion, three specific categories are analyzed below:  String pin vs. Freefall pin, Two-handed bowling style and 

Urethane bowling balls. 

 String pins vs. Freefall:  With the string pin option, bowling center proprietors will face much less expense since they 

will not need a mechanic to work on the pin machine.  At the same time, string pin bowling almost looks like a carnival game as 

opposed to freefall bowling. Bowlers have to be more precise where they hit the pins with the string system.  In freefall, the 

bowler is more apt to hit an off-the-wall shot and still strike.  Scores are normally lower on string pin, and it is more difficult to 

string strikes together.  This might drop the scoring epidemic between five and ten pins.  Good bowlers will find a way to hit the 

pocket more consistently.  String pin lanes & centers will become more common in the years to come as bowlers still have to 

throw the bowl just as accurately as they would with freefall pins. 

 Two-handed Bowling Style:  Is two-handed bowling easier than traditional bowling?  When bowlers are able to stay 

under and below the equator of the ball, they can repeat shots.  If a bowling coach sees this, the first reaction might be “Wow, 

this will not take much coaching!” Some bowling fans and enthusiasts might say the two handers have a slight advantage over 

one handers. They still have to throw the ball down the lane sixty feet on the same surface as one handers would hitting the 

pocket just the same frame after frame game after game. Some traditional bowlers still frown on the two-handed bowling 

technique. 

 Banning Urethane Bowling Balls: The bowling ball manufacturers have been making urethane balls for 45 years. In the 

early 90’s the bowling ball manufacturers came out with the resin reactive bowling balls. This allowed bowlers a new way in 

how to approach the sport. Marc McDowell won the first tournament with a resin reactive ball at the 1992 AC Delco Classic. 

Bowlers and bowling fans were quite impressed as the resin reactive ball hooked on the back of the lanes. If urethane bowling 

balls are unfairly raising the scores, then why do not they make the lanes harder. The next question is this are they going to 

make every ball illegal since all bowling balls have some type of urethane in bowling balls? USBC wants the sport of bowling to 

be fair for all participants in the sport. The concern that bowlers might have is that the bowler that cannot afford to purchase a 

new ball.  

 A smarter rule for the USBC might be to outlaw Urethane manufactured before August 1st of 2023. Another solution 

would be to ban the balls from Junior Gold, Open Championships, USBC Masters, USBC Queens, US Open, US Women’s Open 

and USBC Women’s Open Championships. If the USBC wants to ban urethane ban from these tournaments. 

State of Bowling: Thoughts on Bowling 
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 In today’s game, the sport of bowling is very complex with various bowling styles, 

different lane surfaces and lane oils, along with a wide variety of lane conditions. For a 

bowler to combat this complexity, the bowling ball manufacturers are continually striving 

to make better balls that provide a wider range of ball motion and that strike more.  In 

the 70s, it was the Plastic ball.  In the 80s, it was the Urethane ball.  In the early 90s, it 

was the Resin Reactive ball.  Later in the 90s, they introduced the Particle ball.  Remem-

ber — bowling is about having friction in the right part of the lane, and when it comes to 

the bowling ball, it is all about the ball’s surface.  In recent years, the bowling ball industry 

has amped up their cover technology and done more to expand the overage range of mo-

tion with Solid and Pearl bowling balls.  When something is contacting the surface, it cre-

ates friction.  Generally, Solid bowling balls tend to have a sanded finish, and 

Pearl balls tend to have a polished/shiny finish.  However, bowlers need to understand 

that factory-finish does not necessarily mean that the bowler needs to keep it that 

way.  In most cases, bowlers can greatly benefit by changing the factory finish of a bowl-

ing ball, and many times, bowler choosing to keep their ball with the factory-finish will 

have a tougher time controlling the ball motion and creating the right ball motion to 

throw more strikes.  There are many times when adding surface to the ball will en-

hance the ball motion and allow for higher scores.  By manipulating the ball sur-

face, corner pins and pocket splits can be greatly reduced. If the ball does not get into the 

hook phase quick enough, right-handed bowlers are more likely to leave a 2-4-8-10 split 

or a wash-out.  Pictures below are examples of a solid ball and a pearl ball.  By using a 

lower grit Abralon pad, bowlers are bringing the breakpoint closer to the bowler.  A lower 

grit abrasive pad with create earlier hook motion while a higher grit abrasive pad will de-

lay the breakpoint.  For more information, bowlers need to spend more time talking with 

their Pro Shop operator discussing the right ball, the right surface and the right layout.  

Equipment: Solid vs. Pearl Bowling Balls 

Solid Pearl 
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 Bill Chrisman started making bowling ball cleaner in the early 1980s and co-founded Storm Bowling.  He 

made his first bowling ball in a KFC chicken bucket.  One of his first Storm staffers was Pete Weber who was win-

ning with Storm bowling balls at the Majors.  Bill revolutionized the sport of bowling.  His next major staffer was 

Jason Belmonte who has dominated the PBA and the Majors.  Bill was a bowler and a pioneer in the sport of 

bowling. His company is one of the three leaders in the bowling ball industry.  This includes Storm, Roto Grip, and 

900 Global. 

 Mo Pinel is the 6th greatest mind in bowling. He had designed numerous bowling balls. In his opinion, 

there are five parts of ball motion. He thinks the transition is part of ball motion. Most bowlers would think it 

would be skid, hook and roll. He thinks from skid to hook is actually the second phase of ball motion. The fourth 

phase would be from hook to roll. Pinel has come up with another technique to drill bowling balls is a dual drilling 

system. This enables bowlers to have more options in their arsenal. Late in the 90’s, he helped to design the sec-

ond Pink Hammer 3D Offset. Many bowlers had success with that ball. He had his own ball company named Mo 

Rich. One of his pro-staffers was Walter Ray Williams Jr the greatest bowler of all time. He has designed multiple 

balls at Brunswick, Fabball, MoRich, Radical, and AMF.  He developed the Shift Bowl Technique which is a way for 

a bowler to smoothly get their body and ball in motion.  

 Mo has hosted numerous seminars on drilling bowling balls with the Dual Angle Technique.  He also de-

veloped the Mass Bias concept which is another part of the bowling ball.  Mo knows balance holes to get the ball 

to react differently on the lane.  This way a bowler can experiment with putting different sizes of holes and 

depths to get the ball to match the bowler and the lane pattern.  He theory is that the coverstock is the im-

portant thing on the ball followed by the mass properties and then the static weight.  He says, “Once an oil 

pattern is applied to the lane, the decisions made by the ball driller are the single most important factor in how 

much a bowler enjoys bowling on the lane conditions.”  If bowler wants to understand the physics of the bowling 

ball, they only need to study what Mo writes. 

 

 

Innovators of Bowling 
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Terminology 

Strike-All 10 pins go down in one ball 

Spare-All 10 pins go down in two balls 

Open-Pins are still left remaining after second ball 

Foul-The foul line is crossed on a throw, counts as zero pins 

Scoring 

Strike-10 plus next two balls 

Spare-10 plus next one ball 

Open-Player does not strike or spare in frame. 

The lane is 60 feet from the foul line to the pins. There is a total of 15 feet from the back of the approach to the foul line. 

There are 39 boards on a lane. Every fifth board there is an arrow and a dot on the lane. The best way to get a strike is to hit 

a pocket, which is defined as the 1, 3 pins for a right-hander and a 1, 2 pin for a left-hander. 

Lane Courtesy-If a bowler is up on your right side you should let them go first and then you can bowl. 

Rule of thumb for bowling ball weight: bowlers should start with 10 percent of their body weight and adjust if needed. The 

maximum weight of a bowling ball is 161bs, so if a bowler weighs 170lbs or more that is the heaviest ball available. 

Frame-There are ten frames in a single game of bowling. 

Foul line-Do not cross the foul line. 

Gutter-Is considered out of bounds 

The balls are rubber, plastic, urethane, resin reactive and particle balls. 

Rubber was used between the 1940s thru the 1960s.Plastic was used between the 1970s thru the 1980s.Urethane was used 

between the 1980s thru 1990s Resin Reactive was used the 1990s and 2000s Particles balls were first introduced in the 

2000s and are still in use today 

The perfect game is a score of 300, where it consists of all strikes. 

Knowledge of the Sport 
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 This past December 8th, forty-one bowlers participated in First Annual Roger Hyde Memorial Tournament at 

Warsaw Bowl. The tournament was named in honor of Roger Hyde who passed away on March 20th, 2024. Roger Hyde 

was a local pro-shop operator and a very serious amateur bowler. He loved tournaments that bowlers had to make their 

spares and keep the ball in play. In 1996, Roger Hyde would get to bowl in the US Open as an amateur winning the 

amateur part of the tournament. In 2005, he would be an inductee of the Warsaw B.A./USBC Hall of Fame. Hyde bowled 

nearly thirty 300s and numerous 800 series.  

  Those 41 bowlers were vying for a top prize of $500.00.  Burl Haywood, the proprietor of Warsaw Bowl, would 

donate $100.00 to the prize fund. Travis Reneker would donate a trophy to the winner of the tournament. The tournament 

was on the Mark Roth 42-foot pattern. The field was comprised of several accomplished bowlers such as a PBA Regional 

champion, a High Roller champion, a past Central Region Rookie-of-the-Year. In the first game, 2024 Indiana Scratch Classic 

champion Ryan Burton fired a perfect 300 game.  

 The tournament format was a 6-game qualifying squad with each bowler crossing each pair of lanes. After 

qualifying, the field was cut to the top 8. Those bowlers would then bowl a cashiers round to determine the four finalists 

who would bowl in a round robin format. The four finalists would bowl four games of round robin with the last game being 

the position round. Bowlers winning their games would receive 30 bonus pins in addition to their plus or minus score.  

 In the cashiers round, Bailey Maverick would receive the top spot for the round robin finals. It would take a score 

of 196 by eventual champion Scott Tapley. Jeffery Grego and Tim Logan would be the other two finalists that would get to 

bowl in the round robin finals. The round robin finals would see all four bowlers bowling on the same pair of lanes 

switching lanes after each game. The first game saw Bailey Maverick take an early lead as he would bowl a 241. Next, Scott 

Tapley would make a statement by firing a 236 while Bailey Maverick would struggle with a 187 game. In the third game, 

Jeff Grego would have a 245 game but would be beat by two pins. In the final game, Scott Tapley would come out on top 

as he would only lose one game in the round robin finals.  

 Thanks to all of the bowlers who came out and bowled in the Roger Hyde Memorial Tournament. Thanks to 

Brunswick for donating two bowling balls and to Andy Kiser who was the tournament director. Also, thanks to Marsha 

Miller and Jan Stump from the Warsaw B.A. USBC for coming to the tournament. Last, but certainly not least, a special 

thank you to Warsaw Bowl for hosting the tournament.  

Roger Hyde Memorial Tournament 

Tournament Reports 
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 Bowling can be simple if a bowler has a good solid game with his/her timing. A good example of good timing is a 

string attached to the bowler’s toe and finger. If a bowler has a string tied to both when the foot moves the finger will follow. 

This is good synchronized timing. So many bowlers think that they need a different ball, but maybe they need to work on 

their timing instead.  

 Early timing is when the ball is pushed out without movement of the foot. Late timing is when the foot is moved 

prior to moving the ball. Early or late timing can cause the bowler to pull the shot causing the ball to go Brooklyn or be light 

in the pocket.  Early or late timing can also eliminate a bowler’s possibility of having a pendulum swing. If the bowler is al-

ways trying to get the ball back in the right position, he/she is not letting gravity take charge of the bowling swing.  

See the diagram below for an example of good timing whether for one or two handers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the two-handed delivery shown below, bowlers can see how two-handers can get their body in the correct 

position.  In the third step of the approach, two-handers need to tuck their shoulder under their chin, therefore, 

enabling their left arm to fully extend.  In the fourth step the opposite hand needs  to drop the left shoulder and 

tucks under the chin to create a long left arm.  Staying tall and not dropping the hips through the approach are 

important.  Lag time is the amount of space between the ball and the body before the timing spot. Bowlers need 

to think of a swing set.  The swingset’s bar is the bowler’s shoulders.  The person in the swing represents the ball.  

By the bowler dropping their hips, their pendulum swing is broken and they miss their target. 

 

Physical Game: Timing-One Handed & Two Handed 
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Lane Play: Bowling is a Surface Sport 

 Bowling is a sport where outcomes are dependent on a surface. The more friction the 

lane has, the more the ball can hook. The less surface a bowler has on the lane, the less the 

ball can hook. In sports where, the balls are in the air as soon as the ball sees the friction, it is 

going to hook. Surface dictates how the ball is going to react on the lane. The longer the oil on 

the lane is, the longer the ball will not see the friction. As soon as the ball can get into a roll or 

see the friction, the bowling ball will be able to hook. Bowlers are allowed to change surfaces 

on their ball prior to competition. This will help the bowler’s ball to have more or less surface, 

therefore it is able to hook sooner or less if desired. The less surface that a ball has, the more 

it will go down the lane and will not be able to hook. When the oil is longer on the lane sur-

face, a bowler’s ball is not able to see the surface, and will not hook until it sees the friction on 

the lane. Surface is a major factor in the sport of bowling. 
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USBC News: 2025 USBC Hall of Fame Class  

 

 On May 7th 2025, the USBC held their induction ceremony for the 2025 class of Hall of Famers. There 

were two meritorious service inductees and three superior performance categories. Keith Hamilton and Tom Clark 

were recognized by the USBC for their meritorious service in the bowling industry. The rest of the class consisting 

of Shannon O’ Keefe, Bryan Goebel and Randy Pedersen were inducted for Superior performance.  

 Keith Hamilton was the president of Luby Publishing which produces Bowler’s Journal International and 

his career spans more than five decades. Hamilton also doubled Luby Publishing by creating more magazines for 

bowling.  

 Tom Clark is the current commissioner of the PBA. Clark developed the PBA WSOB back in 2009. He has 

made several major broadcasting deals for the PBA which has appeared on ESPN, ESPN2, CBS, CBS Sports 

Network, FOX, FS1 and ABC, and his efforts helped secure multi-year deals with FOX Sports and Flo Sports in 2018. 

Clark has also held various positions in the PBA as commissioner and CEO. He has created the PBA WSOB, Chris 

Paul Celebrity Invitational, PBA League, PBA Tour Finals, and the PBA Playoffs.  

 Shannon O’ Keefe accolades go beyond the PWBA. She had quite a career on Team USA winning gold for 

bowling. O’Keefe has also done well as a pro-bowler as she has won a couple majors and a Player of the Year 

honor. Shannon has also developed a collegiate bowling program at a couple of different universities. O’Keefe has 

also won a few diamonds in the USBC Women’s Open Championships.  

 Bryan Goebel was a threat on the PBA Tour in the mid-1990s. Goebel was famous for leaving the 3-6-9-10 

on the final ball in the 1994 True Value Open. Goebel would beat Duke 296 to 280. In 1998 he would win his lone 

major at the Brunswick World Tournament of Champions. Goebel was a dominant force on the PBA Tour winning 

a total of PBA Tour Titles.  

 Randy Pedersen was known for leaving a stone 8 Bayer-Brunswick Touring Players Championship. 

Pedersen won a total of thirteen titles along with one major at the 1987 PBA National/World Championship. 

Pedersen is now the color analyst for the PBA Tour. Pedersen was ranked 35th place on the all-time PBA’s 50 

Greatest Players of all time.  
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 Jason Belmonte became the first player in PBA history to win 4 Tournament of Champion titles by 

defeating EJ Tackett 246-179. This gave him his 31st career PBA Tour title and his 15th career Major.  

“You walk into (Riviera) and you get that ‘Field of Dreams’ feeling,” Belmonte said. “You just gotta close your 

eyes for a second and think about who's walked through those doors and take that in.  

“I don’t know how I can truly describe how proud of myself I am and how excited I am.”  

EJ Tackett was hoping to repeat George Pappas’s feat from 44 years ago by leading wire-to-wire, however, 

Tackett fell a little short. In this year’s TOC’s stepladder format, there were 17 bowlers who made the show.  

Four years ago at Riveria Lanes, Belmo defeated Tackett for his 10th Major at the Tournament of Champions.  

Belmonte started out slow, but remained patient. After continuing to evaluate the lanes, Belmonte changed 

over to reactive equipment. As a result, he began to climb the ladder eventually claiming the title.  

 Throughout the stepladder matches, bowlers were having a hard time navigating the lanes like a 

bowler who starts the ball right with the ball never recovering. Tackett had problems with the lanes hooking 

too much. Last year’s PBA Hall-of-Famer Wes Malott had to battle a back injury, but still made one of the 

stepladder finals. Unable to get his normal knee bend, he had to loft the ball. Malott also had difficulty getting 

his ball to read the pattern. Even though there were 17 players that made the show, no bowler was able to get 

on a run. The 3-time Major champion winner Francis Lavoie had his equipment re-drilled so he could have a 

better game and have a edge on the competition. However, when a bowler goes through a new grip change, it 

is difficult to get acquainted with the new feel of the new equipment. Even Kris Prather had difficulty a wrist 

injury. There were several splits and missed spares in the championship round of the Tournament of 

Champions. Rob Stone, Kimberly Pressler, and Randy Pedersen were joined by PBA Hall-of-Famer Norm Duke 

who shared his expertise with the bowlers.  

 

 

 

PBA News: Tournament of Champions 2023 
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This topic will be on axis rotation, which is the horizontal measure of the angle of the ball’s revolutions.  

Closely associated, and often confused with axis rotation, is axis tilt.  Axis tilt is defined as the vertical angle at 

which the ball rotates.  I will cover axis tilt in the November newsletter. 

The release position of the fingers dictates the amount of axis rotation, 

known also as side roll.  A 0-degree axis rotation is when the fingers exit the 

ball at a 6 o’clock position, and the ball rolls end-over-end.  This creates 

minimal or no hook.  If the fingers exit the ball at the 3 o’clock position, the 

result will be a 90-degree axis rotation.  This will introduce more hook. 

Right-handed bowlers rotate their hand at release in a counter-clockwise 

motion; while left-handers release the ball in a clockwise motion.   

Most bowlers have a release somewhere in between 0-90 degrees.  The 

halfway point would be 45 degrees which is considered the most versatile 

release position.  As a bowler, knowing the amount of your axis rotation can 

help you determine what your ball’s drilling needs are. 

Axis tilt is the vertical angle at which the ball rotates prompting the ball to skid 

as it rolls down the lane.  As a result, backend hook potential is reduced.   

As the bowler watches the ball go down the lane, the bowler will see the opposite in axis rotation and tilt 

to what you see on paper regarding the vertical and horizontal axis.  The more tilt the bowler employs,  the 

more spin he creates on the ball.   

Axis tilt will be bad if the ball track is further from the finger holes. Axis tilt is created by either cocking or 

collapsing the wrist at release. 

At 90 degrees, the axis will be straight up. At zero degrees the axis is on the horizontal plane. 

The higher the tilt the smaller the ball will track and the longer the ball will go down the lane before 

hooking. The lower the tilt the larger the ball track and the sooner the ball will hook on the lane. 

A bowler can change their axis tilt by releasing the ball in different ways. If the bowler overturns the ball it 

will spin like a top. However if the bowler releases where the thumb comes out first, then the ball will have a 

chance to react like it is supposed to. 

When the bowler is looking at axis tilt on paper and on the lane it looks different. On paper it is one 

dimensional and the lane is three dimensional. 

The diagram above indicates the degrees of axis tilt and axis rotation that a bowler can have. Tilt is vertical 

and axis rotation is horizontal. 

  

Ball Dynamics: Understanding Axis Rotation & Axis Tilt 
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A Bowlologist View of Bowling 
 Bowling is indeed a sport.  Eleven strikes down, ten pins up, one ball to go.  The ball gets to the 45 

foot mark, makes a big left hand hook, smashes the pocket, ten in the pit.  What a thrill!  Fellow bowlers and 

bowling fans are congratulating the bowler.   

 The distance from the foul line to the head pin is 60 feet with the width of the lane being 39 inches.  

The bowler has 15 feet from the back of the approach to the foul line.  These are all of the factors that a bow-

ler has to do in each frame to make the best shot possible.   

 A Bowlologist studies bowling and all of the factors that a bowler goes through.  The Bowlologist can 

make a distinction between a good bowler and a great bowler.  A Bowlologist is able to analyze what a bowler 

is doing wrong in any given game or match.  A Bowlologist also knows why the scoring is so high or so low.  A 

Bowlologist can describe what is happening during a bowling competition.   

Bowling Organizations  
United States Bowling Congress 

 The United States Bowling Congress serves as the national governing body of bowling as recognized by the 

United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee (USOPC). USBC conducts championship events nationwide including the 

largest participation sporting events in the world – the USBC Open and Women's Championships – and professional 

events such as the USBC Masters and USBC Queens. 

 Founded in 1895, today USBC and its 1,420 state and local associations proudly serve more than a million 

members. USBC is headquartered in Arlington, Texas, working toward a future for the sport. The online home for USBC is 

BOWL.com. 

Professional Bowlers Association 

 The PBA was established in 1958 when 33 founding members banded together to form the Professional Bowlers 

Association. Today, the PBA remains the world’s preeminent organization dedicated to the sport of bowling and its 

professional competition. Fast forward more than four decades to March 2000 when three ambitious tech 

entrepreneurs—all former Microsoft executives and lifelong bowling fans—purchased the PBA in the hopes of expanding 

the league’s presence globally and creating new opportunities for its members and fans. 

 Nearly twenty years later, in September 2019, Bowlero Corp—the world’s largest owner and operator of 

bowling centers—purchased the PBA and established itself as the first media company in the sport, dedicated to growing 

and enhancing the PBA experience. Bowlero Corp has continued with all of the PBA’s scheduled tournaments and 

programming and has developed plans to build upon key PBA initiatives including its groundbreaking FOX Sports 

partnership. As part of the deal, Bowlero Corp will enhance PBA telecasts with new technology, deeper storytelling, and 

even more prize money as it seeks to bring its engaged community of fans even further into the fold. 

Bowling Proprietor's Association of America 

 The Bowling Proprietors' Association of America, Inc. is a non-profit organization — the only one in 

the world that serves the specific, yet diverse, interests of bowling center owners. 

About the PWBA 

The Professional Women’s Bowling Association (PWBA) originally was formed in 1960. The PWBA Tour has events 

throughout the country, offering high-level competition and top prize money for women bowlers. The PWBA is 

supported by the Bowling Proprietors’ Association of America (BPAA) and the United States Bowling Congress (USBC). 
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About the International Bowling Media Association 

Located at the International Bowling Campus in Arlington, Texas, the International Bowling Media Association (IBMA) promotes 

bowling journalism as a career choice to youth bowlers throughout America and provides awards and recognition to profession-

al and amateur bowlers, industry volunteers and bowling writers. 

The IBMA was formed when the Bowling Writers Association of America (BWAA) and the National Women Bowling Writers 

(NWBW) merged into one group in 2007, forming the new BWAA. The name was changed in 2011 to include more forms of me-

dia. 

Membership in IBMA is open to individuals and corporations who support the ideals of the organization. Corporate membership 

fees help fund the $5,000 Chuck Pezzano Media Scholarship presented by the Billiards and Bowling Institute of America. 

The Bowling Writers Association of America, founded in 1934 by 16 charter members attending the organizational meeting in 

Peoria, Ill., was dedicated to developing professional writing, broadcasting, and photographic skills within the sport of bowling, 

while subscribing to the highest ideals in communicating the word of bowling throughout the world. 

The National Women Bowling Writers was organized on April 18, 1948, in Dallas, Texas. Their primary purpose was the promo-

tion and circulation of material to aid writers in their work and to increase interest in bowling among women throughout the 

nation. The strength of NWBW was in the effectiveness of its grass roots members to communicate the story of bowling to local 

bowlers. 

About International Bowling Pro-Shop & Instructors Association 

To assist pro shops and instruction professionals to become successful and more profitable by providing education, benefits, 

and industry standardization. 

 

 

Bowling Organizations Continued  

Top Ten Moments in Bowling History 
• 1895 - The ABC was founded, currently known as the USBC. Prior to 1895 bowlers did not have standard bowling prac-

tices across the US. Bowlers might have bowled in New York on a 60-foot lane. However, when they arrived in Chicago 

the lanes were only 30 feet long. In 1895 bowlers formed the American Bowling Congress, currently known as the 

United States Bowling Congress. The American Bowling Congress produced uniform standards for bowing ball size, 

lane length, and tournament rules.  

•  In 1913 - the Bowler's Journal was founded. The Bowler’s Journal was founded in 1913 by Mort Luby and it is the 

oldest bowling publication in the world. In the early days of the publication at ABC Tournament they introduced the 

Bowler’s Journal Tournament where each participant would receive a one-year subscription to the Bowler’s Journal. 

At the left is one of the first publications of the Bowlers Journal it has grown into from a weekly eight-page publication 

into a 72-page monthly magazine covering the bowling industry worldwide.  
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•  1932 Bowling was an exhibition sport in the Olympics. In 1932 Bowling was on world stage at the 1932 Summer Olym-

pics. It was an exhibition sport. Today decades later bowling is still recognized as an Olympic sport. There have been modifi-

cations to the scoring system for the non-bowling fans to understand who is the lead after every frame. Hopefully, the 

Olympic committee will recognize bowling as an Olympic Sport. A multitude of bowling experts think bowling needs to be 

recognized as an Olympic sport to finally get respect as an equal to other sports that are challenging to athletes.  

•  In 1936 AMF designed the first mechanical pin setter. This would revolutionize the sport of bowling. Proprietors would 

not have to hire pin boys to setup the pins at the end of the lanes. Automatic pinsetter machines would start rolling into 

bowling centers in the 1950’s further popularizing the sport by creating a more efficient pin setting process and ball return. 

The introduction of automatic scoring in the 1970’s opened the sport to all bowlers of any skill level making it a true Ameri-

can past time from the average weekend bowlers to the serious tournament bowler.  

•  1982 Glenn Allison shoots the first 900 series. Glen Allison is the first one to shoot a 900 series back in 1982. When the 

ABC first tested the lanes, they said that the lanes were not legal to their standards at the time in 1982 and therefore would 

not sanction his 900 score into the record books. There were no 900’s until almost 15 years later. After receiving multiple 

petitions, the USBC said that they could not recognize his 900 score officially, but stated they had the “highest respect and 

admiration” for Glen’s achievement. They felt the rules from 1982 could not be changed as it could potentially open up mul-

tiple lawsuits and disputes over the scores that were disregarded over the years. They felt it was best to “close this chapter 

and move forward.” Glen’s 900 score is known as the True 900 due to the conditions of the lanes and balls of that era. He 

received a 900 ring from his bowling center.  

•  1984 The Bowling Hall of Fame was opened. In 1984 the bowling industry decided there needed to be a place to show-

case the bowling history and the greatest bowlers of all times. Bowlers like Dick Weber, Earl Anthony, and Don Carter were 

the legends of the game. There was a chance for bowlers and bowling fans to bowl on the old lanes and on the modern 

lanes. Just like the Bowler’s Journal is the oldest publication in the bowling industry, the Bowling Hall of Fame is the third 

oldest sports museum created in 1931. This Bowling Hall of Fame has a multitude of awards and plaques recognizing the 

highest achievement in modern bowling. Back then the ABC and the WIBC were two entities before merging in 2005 into 

the USBC.  

•  1995 The National Bowling Stadium opened. In 1995 the National Bowling Stadium would open by hosting its first 

event, the USBC Open Championships. The USBC ruled that every three years the Championship would be contested at the 

National Bowling Stadium. It was featured in a major Hollywood motion picture KingPin and included some of the top bow-

lers from the Brunswick pro staff such Mark Roth, Parker Bohn III and Randy Pedersen.  

•  Ex-Microsoft Executives purchase the PBA. In 2000, Rob Glaser, Mike Slade, and Chris Peters purchased the PBA for $5 

million. The story was featured on the front page of the Wall Street Journal. Chris retired from Microsoft and wanted to 

pursue his bowling passion instead. He found Rob and Mike who were willing to take on the challenge of running the PBA.  

•  2010 Kelly Kulick wins at the Tournament of Champions.  At the 2010 Tournament of Champions, Kelly Kulick became 

the first woman to win a PBA Title and a Major Title at the same tournament. She qualified second for the step-ladder 

Championship round. She defeated Mika Koivuniemi in a close match 227-223, before moving on to face Chris Barnes. She 

easily defeated Chris 265- 195 in the Championship match. Four years earlier, she was the first woman to become exempt 

on the PBA Tour.  

•  Anthony Simonsen becomes the youngest to win a Major. At the 2016 USBC Masters the youngest bowler to win a PBA 

Title would claim the championship be defeating Dan MacLelland 245 to 207.  
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Strike Achievements:    

         299 Game /290 Game/300 Game                               

2011-3rd Place Feature “Bottom 5 of the 50 Greatest”      
2010-3rd Place Editorial “World Series of Bowling” 
2013-1st Place Newsletter “Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletter” 
2012-1st Place Editorial “Bowling Physics “ “Yesterday vs. Today” 
2010— 2nd Place Handicap Championship Tournament 
2013-1st Place Editorial “Player of the Year Pick” 

2013 1st Place Newsletter IBMA Amateur Writing Contest 

2013-3rd Place Editorial “Using PBA Publicity” 

Six 800 series-837 High Series 

Five 300 games 

May 2013- Bowler’s Journal International “Our Man in Indy: Josh Hyde on New Hall of Famer 
Doug Kent” 

Bowlers Journal Interactive September 2014  PBA50 Giving Bowlers New Life 
2014– the present PBA Hall of Fame Committee Member 
2014 IBMA Amateur Writing Contest Second Place  Newsletter 
2014 IBMA Amateur Writing Contest Third Place Feature 
2015 3rd Place IBMA Newsletter March 2014  
2015 50th Anniversary Tournament of Champions Media Kit Author 
2015 USBC Bronze Bowling coach 
Vise Grips Regional Pro-Staff Member 
2015 IBMA 1st Place Editorial “Regulating bowling equipment for Pros” 
2021 IBMA 2nd Place  Editorial “Career of a Bowlologist”  
2021 IBMA  News Division Honorable Mention “2021 KIA Playoffs” 
2021 IBMA News Division Honorable Mention “2021 Hall of Famers Pass Away” 
2015 2nd Place Editorial “Is Bowling a Sport?” 
2022 IBMA News Division Honorable Mention “2022 PBA Recap” 
2024 IBMA Writing Competition Division 2 Editorial Honorable Mention                                                            

“ A Tribute to Roger Hyde” 
2024 IBMA Writing Competition Division 2 News Honorable Mention “ 2024 PBA Hall of Fame” 
2024 IBMA Writing Competition Division 2 Feature Honorable Mention “Greatest Minds and 

Innovators of Bowling” 
2020 USBC Hall of Fame Committee Member 
Special Recognition Journalistic Excellence Josh Hyde “ for the creation of a comprehensive and 

compelling PBA Media Guide showcasing the Pro-Bowlers Association Tournament History” 
April Edition of the Bowler’s Journal International “ PB3 comes through for PBA Superfan”                       
November 2011, Introduce Bowlology to the Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletter 
 


